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​Nau mai, Haere mai Whānau and Friends of​
​St Anthony’s School,​

​When things get tough, it is always good to​
​remember the Easter story does not stop on Good​
​Friday.​

​It’s been an exciting first term, and we can’t wait​
​to catch up with all our wonderful whānau at the​
​Parent-Teacher meetings next week. If you​
​haven’t booked your slot yet, make sure to do as​
​we’d love to see you!​

​As the temperatures have started to cool down,​
​students can choose whether or not to wear their​
​school sun hats. The end of term is a good time to​
​take hats home for a wash.​

​As this is the last newsletter for Term 1, on behalf​
​of the staff we wish all school whānau the best of​
​health and happiness for this coming Easter; May​
​this Easter season fill your hearts with joy, hope,​
​and renewed purpose.​​Christ is risen! Alleluia!​

​Ngā mihi nui​
​Marg Hyslop,​
​Principal of St Anthony’s School​

​Easter Drama​
​We warmly invite all school and parish families to​
​our dramatisation of the Easter story at St Brigid’s​
​Church on Thursday, 2 April, at 1.30pm, our last​
​day of term.  Each child is involved in this drama,​
​which tells the story of the last days of Jesus’ life​
​on earth - Holy Week.​

​Welcome New Students​

​We extend a very warm welcome to​
​Arthur Cuttance and Amelia & Jack Pomana, and​
​their families, who have joined our St Anthony’s​
​School whānau this week. It is a blessing to have​
​you with us, and we look forward to sharing the​
​many events, celebrations, and learning​
​opportunities with you this year. Our current​
​school roll stands at 120 . We are very grateful for​
​our strong and growing community that makes​
​St Anthony’s such a special place.​

​Word & Worship​
​At the beginning of each school week our whole​
​school meets in the hall at 9.05am for a Word &​
​Worship Liturgy.  Families are always most​
​welcome to join us for this.​



​Term 2 New Daily Timetable​
​From next term our new daily timetable will be as​
​follows:​
​8:55am -10:55am​ ​Learning  Time​

​10.55 - 11:20am Morning Break (25 mins)​

​11.20 - 1:00pm​ ​Learning Time​

​1.00 -1:45pm Lunch time  (45 mins)​

​1.45 - 3pm​ ​Learning Time​
​NB:​
​As per this term - school is open from 8.30am and​
​lessons start at 8.55am and hometime is 3pm.​

​Teacher Only Day​
​A reminder that next term, on​​Friday, 15 May​
​2026 we will be having a Teacher Only Day so that​
​the teachers can participate in a Professional​
​Learning Day on the refreshed Mathematics​
​Curriculum.  That means school will be closed on​
​that day.​

​Reconciliation & First Eucharist​
​Next term there will be information shared in the​
​newsletter for those who are wanting to take this​
​next step in their faith journey through taking the​
​sacrament of First Reconciliation and​
​First Eucharist.  In the meantime if you have any​
​questions please contact our DRS Mrs Natalie​
​Elliott (nelliott@stanthony.ac.nz).​

​Attendance Data​
​For Term 1, Week 8, 84​​% of our students​
​regularly attended school​​.  Thank you to our​
​students, families, and staff for making​
​attendance a priority.​
​NB: The Government's target is: 80% students​
​attending 90% of the term time.​

​Pre-Loved Uniform items​
​We sincerely appreciate receiving donations of​
​any school uniform items that no longer fit your​
​child. These items go into our Pre-Loved Uniform​
​cupboard and are given out to other students.​

​Winter Uniform 2026 Reminders.​
​Now is a great time to sort out your child’s winter​
​uniform.  Please contact the office if you require​
​further items or alternatively have a look on the​
​school website and order through NZ Uniforms.​
​As per our newsletter dated 11 September 2025,​
​next Term 2 & Term 3, 2026, the navy blue skivvy​
​will no longer be part of our school uniform kit. It​
​will be expected that students wear the Long​
​Sleeved Navy Polo Shirt, no skivvies please​​(refer​
​to our school website Uniform tab)​​. Families can​
​ask the school office staff to set aside any second​
​hand long sleeved polo shirts for your children (if​
​available).  Alternatively if any family has difficulty​
​accessing this uniform item and needs support​
​with funding it, please speak to the Principal​
​(confidentiality assured).​

​Bush Tabloid Minor Sports Y1 & Y2 - Thank You​
​What a fantastic day our Year 1 and Year 2​
​students had at the Bush Schools Minor Sports​
​Day on 13 March.  Our young athletes had an​
​absolute blast taking part in a wide range of fun​
​games and activities. A big thank you to​
​Mrs Botha for organising our teams. Thank you to​
​our staff and amazing parent volunteers who​
​supported and encouraged our students​
​throughout the day.  We truly appreciate your​
​time and help.​

​A special thank you as well to the fantastic Year 8​
​students Sophie Beech, Charlotte Harrison,​
​Meri Thomson, Amoné Botha, Elsa Beech and​
​Alexie Williamson who did such a great job​
​running some of the games.​
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​Parent Teacher Meetings​
​Our Parent Teacher Meetings take place on​
​Monday 30 March (Sr Brigid Y7 & Y8) and​
​Tuesday & Wednesday, 31 March - 1 April 2026​
​(all classes)​​.  Bookings are open on the Skool​
​Loop app. Go to the Bookings tab to select your​
​meeting time.  Bookings are available on a first in​
​first served basis​​. Teachers will not be taking​
​bookings outside of these times during this term.​
​We really appreciate whānau taking the time to​
​attend the Parent Teacher meeting for their​
​child/children.  If you need help making your​
​bookings please contact Di, Kirsten or Marg at the​
​school office.​

​Student Reports​
​Student reports will be sent home tomorrow,​
​Friday, 27 March 2026.​

​Ngā mihi nui Te Waaka Whānau​
​We are very grateful to have been gifted a​
​korowai from the Te Waaka family a couple of​
​years ago.  This korowai has now been given the​
​name​​Te Kahu Atawhai.​​Atawhai​​means kindness,​
​care, compassion. This implies a quiet, gentle​
​strength, someone who cares deeply but is strong​
​in doing so.  Just like our Brigidine nuns who​
​founded our school, with their motto being​
​Strength and Gentleness.​

​Abe gifting the korowai in 2024​

​St Patrick's Day​

​Thank you to everyone who gave generously to​
​our St Patrick's Day initiative of donating food for​
​the Tararua Community Trust.  Through your​
​generosity we learnt about the Catholic Social​
​Teaching Principle of Preferential Option for the​
​Poor and Vulnerable,​​he whakaaro nui mō te​
​hunga rawakore, which compels us to think first​
​of the needs of those who are most vulnerable.​

​Parent Session -  Asthma​
​We are fortunate to be able to offer a​​Parent​
​Asthma Education session​​provided by Asthma​
​Waikato on​​29 April 2026 at 2pm​​.  Please mark​
​your calendars if you, your child or children have​
​asthma as this session will be well worth​
​attending.​
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​Māori Whānau Hui​
​We would love to meet with our Māori whānau​
​to gather ideas of how we can continue to​
​improve our opportunities at St Anthony’s​
​School for Māori students to meet with success​
​as Māori. We want to know when is the best​
​time to meet next term e.g. before school at a​
​breakfast meeting or later in the afternoon and​
​what day would suit best. Please let​
​Karley Te Waaka or Marg Hyslop (027 348 4874)​
​know before the start of next term. ‘​​Nāu te​
​rourou, nāku te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi,  With​
​your food basket and my food basket the​
​people will thrive’.​

​Bush Primary Netball Competition​
​The St Anthony’s School Netball teams for Term 2​
​are on our school website.  A huge thank you to​
​the managers who have made it possible for​
​these students to play in this competition.​

​Touch Rugby​
​Last Friday was our duty night at Touch Rugby.​
​We would like to say a huge thank you to the​
​following parents who stepped up to do this duty​
​on behalf of all our players:  Patrick Diamond,​
​Jason Waterman, Rachel Murphy, Marie Kissick​
​and Patrick Thomson. Your help was greatly​
​appreciated.​

​Term 2 Indoor Hockey​
​We have lots of players (43) but only​​one​
​manager for the Under 7 team.  We have no​
​managers for the two Under 13 teams, two​
​Under 11 teams and the one Under 9 team.  We​
​are not allowed to register a team without a​
​manager. If you can help please contact Rae​
​Powell as soon as possible. For Indoor Hockey​
​each Monday, St Anthony's School puts out the​
​long wooden court dividers before 3pm. Are​
​there any parents who would be able to do this​
​for us this year? If so, please contact Rae on​
​rpowell@stanthony.ac.nz​

​2026 School Term Dates​
​Term One: 28 January - 2 April​
​Term Two: 20 April - 3 July​
​Term Three: 20 July - 25 September​
​Term Four: 12 October - 16 December​

​Upcoming School Dates​
​27.03.26​ ​Mass: Sr B, Fr T & Sr dSM​

​Student Reports sent home​
​30.03.26​ ​Parent Teacher Meetings​
​31.03.26​ ​Parent Teacher Meetings​
​31.03.26​ ​Principals Morning Tea outing​
​1.04.26​ ​Parent Teacher Meetings​
​2.04.26​ ​Holy Thursday - Last Day of Term 1​
​3.04.26​ ​Good Friday​
​20.04.26​ ​First Day Term 2​
​24.04.26​ ​Baptism Mass​
​27.04.26​ ​Anzac Day observation, school​

​closed​
​28.04.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​29.04.26​ ​Asthma Parent Session @2pm​
​3.05.206​ ​Community Mass​
​5-8.05.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Camp​
​12.05.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​15.05.26​ ​Teacher Only Day - school closed​
​25.05.26​ ​BOT Meeting 5-7pm​
​26.05.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​28.05.26​ ​School X-country tbc​
​01.06.26​ ​King’s Birthday - school closed​
​9.06.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​10.06.26​ ​Bush Schools X-Country (Alfredton)​
​23.06.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​25.06.26​ ​Y4-Y8 Tree Planting​
​30.06.26​ ​Principals Morning Tea outing​
​1.07.26​ ​PP Y4-Y8 Tree Planting​
​2.07.26​ ​Cultural Festival​
​3.07.26​ ​Last day Term 2​

​BOT Meeting​
​Our next BOT (Board of Trustees) meeting is at​
​5pm on Monday,  25 May 2026​​at school.  All are​
​very welcome.​

​BOT School Policies & Procedures​
​To access our school policies and procedures​
​please go to​ ​https://stanthony.schooldocs.co.nz​
​(note that there is no "www")​​.​
​Our​​username​​is: stanthony​
​Our​​password​​is:  anthony​
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​🍪​​Friends of St Anthonys – Cookie Sale!​​🍪​
​This​​fundraiser is supporting our school​
​community! This term, we’ll be selling delicious​
​frozen cookies to help raise funds for school​
​resources and activities that benefit all of our​
​students. Orders will be placed online via the​
​dedicated website. All payments will be made​
​securely online. This is a simple and convenient​
​way to support the school while enjoying some​
​tasty treats at the same time!​
​Please use this link to place your orders.​
​https://friendsofstanthonyscookies.raiseit.co.nz/o​
​vkfvgejta​

​Friends of St Anthony’s Community Cookbook​
​Copies of this beautiful cookbook are still​
​available from the School Office.​​$20 per book.​
​Alternatively you can contact Friends of​
​St Anthony’s School Committee on​
​Friendsofsta@stanthony.ac.nz​
​You can view the cookbook in the school foyer.​

​Work Wanted​
​If you have any work, or odd jobs that need​
​doing, please contact Chad Soloaiga on 022 645​
​0298.  He will be reliable and available at any​
​time.​

​Palm Sunday, 29 March​

​St Brigid’s Parish Mass Times for​
​Holy Week & Easter​
​PALM SUNDAY​​29 March 11:00am​
​HOLY MONDAY​​30 March​

​8:45am STATIONS OF THE CROSS​
​9:30am HOLY MASS​

​MAUNDY THURSDAY​​02 April 6:00pm​
​EASTER VIGIL​​04 April 6:00pm​

​EASTER SUNDAY 05 April​
​9:00am ST COLUMBKILLE​​(Woodville)​
​11:00am SACRED HEART​​(Eketahuna)​

​Please refer to our school website for the latest​
​Community Notices.​

​Bush Junior Rugby​
​Is your child interested in playing rugby this​
​season? Open to all children from Year 1 to​
​Year 8.  Registrations are open and the link can​
​be found on the Bush Junior Rugby Facebook​
​page. For further information contact Jess​
​Matthews 027 308 2955​

​Bush Junior Hockey Registrations​​are open.​
​Year 7 & 8 play Friday night,​
​Year 1- 6 play on Sunday mornings. All games​
​are played in Palmerston North starting in May​
​2026. Please contact Ceri on 0273050615 or​
​email​​ceri.treder@aon.com​
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