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Within our Catholic faith, leading by gentleness
and strength, to inspire, grow and celebrate our learners.
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29 January 2026

Nau mai haere mai whanau and friends of

St Anthony’s School,

A very warm welcome to our 2026 school year. It
has been a joy to see our students return so
positively, and we have been delighted to begin
the term by welcoming nine new students to our
school community. With beautiful fine weather
and 100% student attendance yesterday, our
school has truly been buzzing with joy, energy,
and a shared love of learning.

Today also marks a very special milestone in the
history of St Anthony’s School. On 29 January
1906, our four founding sisters; Sr Brigid
Desmond, Sr de Sales Maher, Sr Margaret Mary
Hourigan, and Sr Alphonsus Bourke, arrived by
train to Pahiatua and set up a school in the
Anglican Hall. Our school was founded by

Fr Tom McKenna, the first priest of St Brigid’s
Parish, with the support of Sr Gertrude, Foundress
of the New Zealand Brigidine Order. These
inspiring people began our school journey 120
years ago today. We give thanks for their faith,
courage, and vision, which continue to inspire and
guide our community as we begin another year
together. Over the summer break, | was fortunate
to catch up with 102 year old Sr Helena Fouhy,
who asked me to pass on to you that she keeps
our whole school community in her daily prayers.

There is a great deal of useful information
included in this newsletter, so please do take the
time to read through it. The school newsletter will
be published fortnightly on Thursdays and will
include all the latest information about school
activities. For today only, a hard copy of the
newsletter will be sent home to each school
family. The newsletter is also available on SKOOL
Loop and on our school website for easy access.

Newsletter 1

Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher if
you have any questions about school. Email is the
preferred method of communication, and
teachers will respond between 7:30am and
4:30pm, outside of class time. Alternatively,
teachers can be contacted by phone at school
during these times. | am also available via email
or phone should you need to get in touch. We are
truly looking forward to reconnecting with our
school whanau at our school picnic next week,
followed by our school Community Mass the
following week.

Nga mihi nui
Marg Hyslop
Principal of St Anthony’s School

Welcome New Students

We extend a very warm welcome to Grayson and
Audrey Hughesman, Poppie Anderson,

Lincoln Dwan, Austin & Daphne Pennall,

Lukas Kennedy, Evie Eagle, Maddison Cook, and
their families, who have joined our St Anthony’s
School whanau this term. It is a blessing to have
you with us, and we look forward to sharing the
many events, celebrations, and learning
opportunities with you this year. Our current
school roll stands at 117 (which is 10 more
students than this time last year). We are very
grateful for our strong and growing community
that makes St Anthony’s such a special place.




School Community Mass

Our Term 1 Community Mass will be held on
Sunday, 15 February 2026 at 11.15am. Please
mark this on your calendar as we look forward to
all our school community attending this special
event.

Friday School Mass and Word & Worship Liturgy
We warmly invite you all to join us for our Friday
week day Mass this term, with our first School
Mass taking place tomorrow, Friday, 30 January
2026 at 9.30am St Brigid’s Church. Tomorrow all
students will attend mass and following that it
will alternate between the Senior and Junior
teams. Every Monday morning at the start of our
week, we join together as a school in the hall at
9.05am - 9.30am for a Word & Worship Liturgy.
Each Teacher/Class and the Principal, have a turn
at leading these Liturgies across the term. School
whanau are most welcome to join us.

2026 Baptism

Our Baptism Mass will be taking place this year,
most likely on Friday 24 April 2026. If you are
interested in your child or children taking part in
the sacrament of Baptism, please contact our
DRS, Natalie Elliott nelliott@stanthony.ac.nz

Daily Timetable

Our school gates will be open from 8.30am. Class
instruction time (bell time) starts at 8.55am.
Morning break is at 10.30am - 10.55am, Lunch
break is at 12.30pm - 1.15pm, and school finishes
at 3pm.

Classroom Organisation

Our classrooms reflect our Catholic Charism,
being named after the founding Brigidine Sisters
of St Anthony’s School and Parish Priest.

Sr Alphonsus Y1: Mrs Nat Elliott

Sr Margaret Y1 & Y2: Mrs Elicia Botha

Sr Gertrude Y3: Mrs Becky Anderson

Sr de Sales Maher Y4 & Y5: Mrs Rae Powell

Fr Tom McKenna Y5 & Y6: Mr Robey Jansen

Sr Brigid Y7 & Y8: Mrs Jenni Harrison

Please refer to SKOOL Loop for contact details and
also remember to update your Class selection to
the current 2026 class your child is in.

PE Uniform

During our swimming season (from the start of
next week, 2 February 2026) students can wear
their PE uniform to school as this makes it easier
for changing.

Swimming

Our swimming programme starts next week from
Monday, 2 February 2026. The Y4 - Y8 students
walk down to the pool each day for swimming
lessons, leaving school at 11.45am and returning
at 1.10pm. Our Y1 - Y3 students and their
teachers travel to the pools and back via bus. All
students need to have their named togs, a named
towel and goggles everyday in a suitable named
carry bag. The whole school swims everyday from
12.10 pm to 1pm. If your child is unable to swim
for a valid reason please send a note to your
child’s class teacher. Our swimming seasons will
continue until Week 5, 27 February 2026.

If whanau wish to view their child’s swimming
lesson on any day, we ask that you contact your
child’s class teacher prior to this so that they can
advise you when their swimming group time is.
Swimming is part of our Health and PE learning
programmes and swimming for Y1 - Y6 students is
an essential part of the curriculum. “..itis
expected that all students will have had
opportunities to learn basic aquatics skills by the
end of Year 6” .

NB: As every class teacher is entitled to five
classroom release days per term, on the following
dates specific Year groups will not be swimming
while their teacher is released:

Y1 - Y3: Will not have swimming lessons on

3 & 10 February 2026.

Y4 - Y8: Will not have swimming lessons on

4,17 & 24 February 2026.

Y1 - Y8: No swimming lessons on 12 February as
the pool is being used by the college.

For further information, please contact your

child’s class teacher.
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School Picnic and Games

All school and parish families are invited to join us
on Thursday, 5 February from 5 - 6.30pm for a
Welcome Back Picnic on the school field. This
should be a great opportunity for families to
catch up and meet a few new faces. There will be
a few games organised to take part in. Families
are asked to bring food and refreshments for
their family. Tea and coffee will be available and a
BBQ sausage/ bread. We look forward to seeing
everyone there. For further information please
speak to your child’s class teacher.

Class Newsletters

Individual teachers will be sharing their class
newsletters with families next week. Please check
school bags and our SKOOL Loop app for this
information. Class newsletters will be copied to
the individual class groups in SKOOL Loop, so
remember to update your class selection to the
2026 classes.

Y7 & Y8 Technology Lessons

Lessons start on 10 February 2026. Students
come to school as per normal and travel to the
Primary Schools Technology Centre at Tararua
College and back by bus. All students must wear
covered shoes for these lessons. A notice will be
on SKOOL Loop next week for Y7 & Y8 families -
under the Sr Brigid Class group. For further
information, please contact class teacher

Jenni Harrison (jharrison@stanthony.ac.nz).

Collection and Drop Off Organisation

School is open from 8.30am - not before. This is
when students can arrive, unless they are early
bus students (or as a one off by special prior
arrangement with your child’s class teacher or
Principal). No earlier please, unless by
arrangement. School finishes at 3pm and
students are to be collected by 3.10pm unless
they are late bus students (or as a one off by
special prior arrangement with your child’s class
teacher or Principal). Thank you for your support
with this.

Emergency Contact & Update Medical Details
Please advise the Office staff in writing/email of
any changes to your child’s Emergency Contact
details or medical details. The emergency contact
person should be local family/friends etc in case
we are unable to contact Parents/Caregivers.
Please also update us of any medical condition
we are not aware of including glasses, orthotics,
asthma, hay fever, gluten intolerance or allergies
etc.

No Friday Lunch Orders

Please note that during the swimming season,
Term 1 (February), we will not be having Friday
Lunch Orders. School Lunch orders will start
again from Friday, 6 March 2026. Order forms
are on the school website.

School Closed on 6 February - Waitangi Day
Please note that school will be closed on Friday,
6 February 2026 as this is a Public Holiday for
Waitangi Day.

Thank You Helpers

Thank you to the wonderful families who turned
up on the weekend to help spread the wood
chips over the three playground areas. It looks
amazing and we really appreciate your time and
efforts. Many thanks to Daniel Bird and to

Peter Lea for all the preparation for this work.

Firewood Available

The large blue gum tree was removed from the
playground over the summer break. If you are
wanting a trailer load of firewood (which is being
split very soon) for a donation, please contact
BOT Property person Daniel Bird on 0278440193
or Principal Marg Hyslop asap. First in first served.
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2025 Summer Hockey Results

Congratulations to the following teams for their
placings this term in Summer Hockey
competition. Thank you to all of the managers
and referees for making this competition
possible.

Under 9 - 1* St Anthony’s Orange

Under 11 - 3 St Anthonys Green

Under 13 - 3 St Ants Blue

Team Orange - winners of the U9 competition

Touch Rugby

The after school Touch Rugby will start Friday,
13 February 2026. You will find the draw on our
school website and on our school sports board.
Students are to wear our St Anthony's PE
uniform. Our duty evening will be Friday,

27 February 2026, and we will require parent
help on this day.

Free Period Products

We now have free period products available to
students anytime required, as provided through
the Ministry of Education programme. These will
be given to the senior girls and a system is now
set up so they can help themselves whenever
they need these products for home or school. We
have also left a facility for school families to help
themselves to these products anytime, free, in
the staff toilet area. For younger students that
require these products, families can email

Marg Hyslop principal@stanthony.ac.nz or
Jenni Harrison jharrison@stanthony.ac.nz or the

school office office@stanthony.ac.nz and we will
ensure these are distributed confidentially.
Please see further information about this
programme via the link below.

Ministry of Education's Ikura | Manaakitia te

whare tangata"

2026 School Term Dates

Term One: 28 January - 2 April

Term Two: 20 April - 3 July

Term Three: 20 July - 25 September
Term Four: 12 October - 16 December

Upcoming School Dates

29.01.26 Camp Parent Meeting 3:30pm
30.01.26 Mass (whole school)
1.02.26 St Brigid’s Day
2.02.26 Swimming starts
5.02.26 Class Newsletters published
6.02.26 Waitangi Day - school closed
10.02.26 Y7 & Y8 Tech
12.02.26 Newsletter / No Swimming
13.02.26 Mass: Sr B, Fr T & Sr dSM
Touch Rugby Starts
15.02.26 Community Mass 11.15
17.02.26 BOT Meeting 5pm
20.02.26 Mass: Sr A, Sr M & Sr G
24.02.26 Y7 & Y8 Tech
26.02.26 Newsletter
27.02.26 Mass: Sr B, Fr T & Sr dSM
Swimming finishes
Assembly
6.03.26 Mass: SrA,SrM & Sr G
Bush Swimming
Friday Lunch Orders Start
10.03.26 Y7 & Y8 Tech
12.03.26 Newsletter
Assembly
13.03.26 Mass: Sr B, Fr T & Sr dSM
Tabloid Minor Sports (Sr A & Sr M)
16.03.26 Y7&Y8 Imms
17.03.26 St Patrick’s Day
20.03.26 Mass: Sr A, Sr M & Sr G
24.03.26 Y7 & Y8 Tech
26.03.26 Newsletter
27.03.26 Mass: Sr B, Fr T & Sr dSM
Reports sent home
30.03.26 Parent Teacher Meetings
31.03.26 Parent Teacher Meetings
1.04.26 Parent Teacher Meetings
2.04.26 Holy Thursday - Last Day of Term 1
3.04.26 Good Friday
20.04.26 First Day Term 2
24.04.26 Baptism Mass tbc
27.04.26 Anzac Day (obs) - school closed
5-8.05.26 Y7 & Y8 Camp
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Board Of Trustees Members
Natalie Beech (Presiding Member)
nbeech@stanthony.ac.nz

Bronny Lea Melvin John
Trish McKay Daniel Bird
David Le Flemming Ed Cameron
Patrick Baker Jenni Harrison
Marg Hyslop

School Planning

School whanau can access our

2026 - 2028 Strategic Plan, 2026 Annual Plan and
our 2025 Analysis of Variance Report under the
Board of Trustees tab on our school website.

BOT Meeting

Our next BOT (Board of Trustees) meeting is at
5pm on Tuesday, 17 February 2026, at school.
All are very welcome.

BOT School Policies & Procedures
To access our school policies and procedures
please go to https://stanthony.schooldocs.co.nz
(note that there is no "www").
Our username is: stanthony
Our password is: anthony
The Board are currently reviewing:
Term 1, 2026 Policy Review:
® Alcohol, Drugs, and Other Harmful
® Substances Policy (board)
® Sun Protection (board)
e Digital Technology and Online Safety
(board)
® Cellphones and Other Personal Digital
Devices
e Safety and Welfare for Students on Work
® FExperience *

e Firearms Not Allowed * / Firearms Policy *

Friends of St Anthony’s Community Cookbook
This beautiful book is still available to order.
Please contact Friends of St Anthony’s School
Committee on Friendsofsta@stanthony.ac.nz

A copy of this book is in the school foyer for you
to view.

Please refer to our school website for the latest
Community Notices.

Pahiatua Swim Club
Starts 10 Feb 2026

from 4pm
$30

““Pahiatua Swim Club - 2026 Season starts soonl =

We're excited to announce that the 2026 season will kick off on Tuesday, 10th of February,
and will run every Tuesday and Thursday through to March!

Sessions will be held at the Tararua College Pool:
Buckets 1 & 2: 4:00 - 4:30pm
Buckets 3 & 4: 4:30 - 5:00pm
Squads: 5:00 - 6:00pm
O season fees: $30.00 per swimmer
MTo register click this link and fill in the form: https://forms.gle/vpWUEUMcRgsUnodad

Don't miss out on a fun-filled swimming season — see you at the pool] ©47
#PahiatuaSwimClub #20265eason #SwimFun
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