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Nau mai, Haere mai Whanau and Friends of

St Anthony’s School,

It is hard to believe we are already nearing the
end of Week 5. Today marks our final swimming
lesson for the term. We thank students for their
fantastic participation and remind families that
from tomorrow we return to our regular daily
timetable, with students wearing their formal
school uniform each day.

As we journey through the sacred season of Lent,
our classrooms are filled with meaningful
learning conversations about this important time
in the Church’s liturgical year. Lent offers a special
time for prayer, fasting and generosity. It is
beautiful to see our students embracing these
reflective opportunities to grow their
understanding in ‘LIFE through Jesus’. We
encourage families to continue these
conversations at home. Sharing your own
experiences and reflections can help deepen your
child’s understanding of the Lenten season. A
helpful family resource can be found here:
https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/your-cath
olic-family-guide-to-lent/ You are also most
welcome to speak with your child’s classroom
teacher if you would like to learn more about
how Lent is being explored at school.

Nga mihi nui
Marg Hyslop
Principal of St Anthony’s School

2026 Baptism

Our Baptism Mass will take place on Friday,

24 April 2026. If you are interested in your child
or children taking part in the sacrament of
Baptism, please contact our DRS, Natalie Elliott
nelliott@stanthony.ac.nz.

Newsletter 3

Movie - David

As part of an extension to our RE (Religious
Education) Programme, on Thursday, 5 March
2026 all students and their teachers will be
visiting the Regent Theatre (Pahiatua) to view the
movie David. This is an animated biblical musical
film featuring the character of David from the
Book of Samuel in the Old Testament. This movie
tells the story of a young Israelite shepherd, poet
and warrior who is predestined to become the
new King of Israel. It depicts David’s unshakeable
faith steps that well align to our school values.
For further information, please contact your
child’s class teacher.

Attendance Data

For Term 1, week 4, 84% of our students
regularly attended school. Thank you to our
students, families, and staff for making
attendance a priority.

NB: The Government's target is: 80% students
attending 90% of the term.

Lunch Orders

School Lunch orders start again tomorrow, Friday,
27 February 2026. Order forms are on our school
website in the Information/Forms section.

Yummy Sticker Collection Thankyou

Our sincere thanks to everyone who gave us their
Yummy stickers last year. From the reward points
we have received the following PE gear:

Tag Set - 20 x belts/40 x flags W/Bag worth $175
Two long jump take off mats worth $240

100 tennis balls worth $S200
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2026 Yummy Sticker Sheet

These sheets have been given out to each school
family today. Your ongoing support is
appreciated.

Go Bus Information - Contact

The Go Bus Pahiatua contact is currently
Kim Forbes 0272145126 (Go Bus Operations
Manager).

Bush Tabloid Minor Sports Y1 & Y2

A notice was sent home and uploaded onto
SKOOL Loop on 19.2.26 for families of

Sr Alphonsus Y1 Class and Sr Margaret Y1 & Y2
Class, about the upcoming Bush Tabloid Minor
Sports Day on 13 March 2026.

Bush Primary School Swimming Sports

We congratulate the following swimmers who
have been selected to represent St Anthony’s at
the Bush Primary Schools Swimming Sports on
Friday, 6 March 2026:
Amaia Brown

George Baker

Amelia Fouhy Abe Te Waaka
Archer Bellamy Kenzie Broughton
Each swimmer has received an information letter
with details of the event. The reply slip must
please be returned to school by Monday, 2 March
2026.

Laura Waterman
Sophie Beech

St Patrick's Day

On Tuesday, 17 March 2026, we

will be celebrating St Patrick’s Day.

Students can come to school

dressed in something green (not

their school uniform). Those who would like to
can contribute a non-perishable food item to
the basket that we will send to Tararua
Community Services. This is a great opportunity
for our students to learn about the Catholic
Social Teaching Principle of Preferential Option
for the Poor and Vulnerable - he whakaaro nui
mo te hunga rawakore - which compels us to
think first of the needs of those who are most
vulnerable.

Congratulations Motorbike Rider

Congratulations to
Quinn Ellisoton who has
recently finished the
North Island Cross
Country Series, winning
3 out of the 3 rounds
and ended up 1st
overall. An outstanding
achievement.

Touch Rugby

The draw is on our school website and on our
school sports board. Our duty evening is now on
Friday, 20 March 2026, and we will require
parent help on this day. For further information
please contact Mrs Powell.

Netball

All students will have the opportunity to play
netball on Thursday afternoons after school. The
Bush Junior Netball AGM is on Thursday,

26 February at 5pm in the Bush Multi Stadium
lounge. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Once details and fees are confirmed we will
update further information via our SKOOL Loop
app and the school newsletter.

Scholastic Book Club

Catalogues will be distributed to classes
tomorrow. Please order online by Monday,
6 March 2025 (online orders only).

2026 School Term Dates

Term One: 28 January - 2 April

Term Two: 20 April - 3 July

Term Three: 20 July - 25 September
Term Four: 12 October - 16 December

Upcoming School Dates

26.02.26 Newsletter
Swimming finishes

27.02.26 Mass: Sr B, Fr T & Sr dSM
Friday Lunch Orders Start
Assembly

5.03.26 Movie: David

6.03.26 Mass: Sr A, Sr M & Sr G
Bush Swimming

10.03.26 Y7 & Y8 Tech



Upcoming School Dates continued...

12.03.26 Newsletter
Assembly
13.03.26 Mass: Sr B, Fr T & Sr dSM
Bush Tabloid Minor Sports (Sr A &
Sr M)
16.03.26 Y7&Y8 Imms
17.03.26 St Patrick’s Day
20.03.26 Mass: Sr A, SrM & Sr G
24.03.26 Y7 & Y8 Tech
26.03.26 Newsletter
27.03.26 Mass: Sr B, Fr T & Sr dSM
Student Reports sent home
30.03.26 Parent Teacher Meetings
31.03.26 Parent Teacher Meetings
1.04.26 Parent Teacher Meetings
2.04.26 Holy Thursday - Last Day of Term 1
3.04.26 Good Friday
20.04.26 First Day Term 2
24.04.26 Baptism Mass
27.04.26 Anzac Day observation, school
closed
28.04.26 Y7 & Y8 Tech
3.05.206 Community Mass
5-8.05.26 Y7 & Y8 Camp
BOT Meeting

Our next BOT (Board of Trustees) meeting is at
5pm on Tuesday, 17 February 2026, at school.
All are very welcome.

BOT School Policies & Procedures
To access our school policies and procedures
please go to https://stanthony.schooldocs.co.nz
(note that there is no "www").
Our username is: stanthony
Our password is: anthony
The Board are currently reviewing:
Term 2, 2026 Policy Review:
e Swimming Off Site
e [Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC)
® [EOTC Governance Roles and
Responsibilities
® FOTC Risk Assessment and Management

Friends of St Anthony’s School Committee
Megan McHardy - Chairperson

Rachel Murphy Jackie Lange

Ed Cameron Rachel Ireland
Loretta Smyth Sammy Bird

Hannah Tamainu Marg Hyslop

Friends of St Anthony’s Community Cookbook
Copies of this beautiful cookbook are still
available at the School Office. $20 per book.
Alternatively you can contact Friends of

St Anthony’s School Committee on
Friendsofsta@stanthony.ac.nz

A copy of this book is in the school foyer for you
to view.

@ Friends of St Anthonys — Cookie Sale!
We're excited to announce our upcoming
fundraiser, supporting our school community!
This term, we’ll be selling delicious frozen cookies
to help raise funds for school resources and
activities that benefit all of our students. This
Fundraiser goes live: 12.03.26. Orders will be
placed online via a dedicated website. All
payments will be made securely online. This is a
simple and convenient way to support the school
while enjoying some tasty treats at the same
time! More information, including the website
link, ordering instructions, collection, and key
dates will be shared in the next newsletter. Thank
you for supporting our school and helping us
continue to provide great resources and
opportunities for all our students!

Hanging out in
the shade!


https://stanthony.schooldocs.co.nz/

Please refer to our school website for the latest
Community Notices.

The Diocese of Palmerston North newsletter -
Tumanako

The 1st edition for 2026 is available online, either
at https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz or
https://cathnewsnz.com

We're excited to let you know that

ST PETER'S COLLEGE

enrolments for 2027 will open next week.
Due to increased interest, we are opening
the process earlier than usual to give
whanau plenty of time to organise their

preference certificates and avoid missing the
August deadline (date to be confirmed).

Online enrolments are completed in two stages, and here is
the link to our enrolments website:

https://stpeterspn.school.kiwi/enrolment.

WELCOME TO

REDWOOD HOUSE

ST PATRICK'S COLLEGE SILVERSTREAM

~ LEADERSHIP ~
~ BROTHERHOOD ~
~ EXCELLENCE ~
~ WHANAU ~
~ SUPPORT ~

Redwood House warmly invites all
Year 8 boys for our annual Try
Boarding Experience. Come along for
a free trial night of boarding and see
what makes our boarding school such
a special place to be a part of.

Register online at
www.stream.school.nz/try-boarding,

LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE

‘We hope to meet you soon! ﬂH

P O Box 24
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Ngé Pirihimana o Aotearoa Telephone: 06 374 4500

17t February 2026
Hello Parents, Grandparents, Caregivers & Whanau

Reminder...

| just thought | would take some time to provide you with some important
information around school drop offs and pick ups, before and after school.

We are very fortunate in the Tararua in comparison to cities where the
population increases and traffic is heavier.

However, with that can come some complacency, short cuts can be taken with
parking in the incorrect zones, parking on yellow lines and allowing our
children to cross the road at any given point.

Roads around schools both before and after school can be dangerous due to
traffic volume and the number of students entering or exiting the grounds. The
results can be very upsetting if things go bad.

It takes no longer to park in the designated areas, and it does not hurt our
children to have to walk a distance into the school grounds - the exercise is
good!

It is timely reminder about the safety and legal obligations of all who bring
children to and from school in a vehicle.

The school and Police want to ensure the safety of children at pick up and
drop off times. “School Traffic Safety Teams” are our Kia crossings, school
patrols and wardens who do a great job. We are so proud of their
commitment in performing their duties. However, their job is made difficult
due to parking and road rules not being adhered too.

This also includes persons sitting in vehicles and beckoning children to cross
the road to their point and vehicles parking in designated bus stops.

While not all Tararua schools operate a STST crossing; all road safety
measures are required at every school.
Police are committed to the safety of children around schools and as a result

will be monitoring these locations at peak times.

Below is a list of offences that will be policed:

Failed to stop and remain stopped for School Patrol $150.00
Driver or passenger not wearing seat belt $150.00
Failed to ensure child 8-14 year used seat belt $150.00
Permitted child under 15 in front seat unrestrained $150.00
Failed to ensure child under 7 in approved child restraint $150.00
Driver used a mobile phone while driving $150.00
Parking on or near a pedestrian crossing $60.00
Parked in area of broken yellow line $60.00
Parked obstructing vehicle entrance $40.00
Parking on a broken yellow line $60.00
Unlicensed drivers $400.00

(can also result in Court appearances if failure to comply occurs)

If we all do our bit to be aware of the risks and adhere to the regulations, then
our children will be safe.

Yours faithfully

WL F Walske
M F Walshe

Senior Constable
School Community Officer
TARARUA
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