
​4​​December​​2025​ ​Newsletter​​20​

​Ngā mihi o te​​Aweneti - Advent​​Greetings​
​2025 has been an outstanding year with a great​
​deal achieved. We have been truly blessed by the​
​wonderful support from our school community in​
​so many ways. On behalf of the staff and students​
​I take this opportunity to thank everyone who is​
​part of our school community for everything you​
​have done for us across the year. Your fantastic​
​support has been truly appreciated by us all.  We​
​look forward to celebrating this year with our​
​whole school community at our Prizegiving on​
​11 December 2025.  Please see the BOT​
​Newsletter attached. May God bless you and your​
​whānau this Christmas and bring you all a very​
​happy, healthy New Year.​
​Ngā mihi o te Kirihimete me te Tau Hou - Season's​
​greetings for Christmas and the New Year.​

​Marg Hyslop,​
​Principal of St Anthony’s School​

​2026 Baptism​
​If you are interested in your​
​child or children taking part in​
​the sacrament of Baptism next​
​year, please contact our DRS,​

​Natalie Elliott (​​nelliott@stanthony.ac.nz).​ ​Our​
​Baptism Mass will be taking place next year (date​
​tbc).​

​Tonight 4 December 2025 - Rob Cope @6pm​
​We look forward to seeing all Parents &​
​Caregivers tonight at 6pm in the school hall​
​(please enter through the hall gate on Tyndall​
​Street), to hear filmmaker and author​​Rob Cope​
​speak on the topic of Keeping Our Kids Safe​
​Online.  This is such a big community issue and​
​we need to tackle it as a community.​​This is an​
​adults only event.​​There will be light supper and​
​refreshments available.​ ​Included in your​​(free of​
​charge)​​attendance, is a one-year complimentary​
​subscription to Parenting in an Online World 101​
​valued at $99.​​Created by Rob and Zareen at Our​
​Kids Online, this practical, no-nonsense course is​
​designed specifically for kiwi families and is​
​already being used in thousands of homes across​
​the country. Please note: To access this course​
​you must attend tonight's event to receive it. So​
​don’t miss out! You can check out the course​
​here:​​Parenting in an Online World 101​

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__our-2Dkids-2Donline.teachable.com_p_parenting-2Din-2Dan-2Donline-2Dworld-2D101&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=KyirFwIbNCffz52OMyCHZyXFpSkeX0KRFqxnLvsbKQQ&m=zWVgi_oVuUGLFA5rdcVbVIjhkI8yN5lKBThn01bBPirMnuQlP9J8HNqD5KwIRmW_&s=hy32y8pyXFlpt7Uc_z2YLf1GZjyMivas4UYn0x9_-MY&e=


​Best Wishes - Gardiner Family​
​Everyone at St Anthony's School wishes the​
​Gardiner family all the very best with their move​
​to Hawke's Bay, especially Evie and Henry as they​
​move to their new schools.  We will miss you all.​

​Excellence at Technology​
​Congratulations to​
​Hannah Baker who​
​received an​
​Excellence Award​
​from the Bush​
​Primary Schools​
​Technology Centre.​
​This is an amazing​
​achievement with​
​only 15 awards given​
​out from 230​
​students.​

​School Photos​
​School photographs were sent home with the​
​eldest child in each school family on Monday.  If​
​you have any issues with your order please​
​contact photographer Donald Yee directly email​
​donaldyeephotos@xtra.co.nz​​.​

​Starship Hospital, Festive Dress Up Day​
​Tomorrow - Friday​

​Come along to school​
​tomorrow​​5 December 2025​
​dressed in something​
​Christmassy. It would be​
​wonderful  if you could please​
​give a gold coin donation to go​
​towards the Starship Hospital​
​for supporting children who​
​cannot be home for Christmas.​
​This special event reflects the​

​Catholic Social Teaching of Human Dignity and​
​Solidarity, showing love, care, and compassion for​
​others, especially those in need. By taking part,​
​we share the true spirit of Christmas and help​
​bring hope and joy to others.​

​Missing PE Shirt​
​If you find a PE shirt - small size, labelled​
​'Barnard'. Please let the Office or Jess know.​

​End of Year Resource Return​
​All school journals, reading books etc need to be​
​returned to school by​​Monday, 8 December 2025​
​for our stocktake please.​

​Explore Christmas​
​This event takes place on​​Saturday, 6 December​
​2025.​ ​Students will need to meet us at 4.30pm in​
​the Pahiatua town centre and we will be​
​performing at 4.45pm.  St Anthony’s School has​
​been practising our singing for this event.​
​Students come along dressed in their PE uniform​
​wearing some Christmas decorations (ie to look​
​Christmassy).  For further information please​
​contact your child’s class teacher.  Please let the​
​School Office know by tomorrow morning, Friday,​
​5 December 2025, if your child will not be​
​attending this event.​

​2025 Prizegiving​
​Our annual Prizegiving is on Thursday,​
​11 December 2025 at 6pm​​.  This will be held at​
​St Brigid’s Church.  All students from Y1 - Y8 are​
​expected to attend this event in their formal​
​uniform. Students should arrive at the church by​
​5.40pm.​​A big thank you to Mrs Anderson who is​
​going to be our official photographer at the prize​
​giving.  This means that you can all sit back, and​
​enjoy the Prizegiving and not worry about taking​
​photos.​ ​There will be an opportunity at the end​
​of the night, for parents and Year 8 students to​
​take group photos.  There will also be a cup of tea​
​after Prizegiving for everyone to catch up. We are​
​all looking forward to sharing  this celebration​
​with our school community. Families of Y8​
​students will receive a special notice about their​
​arrangements from their teacher, Mrs Harrison.​

​2026 Class Placements​
​A special notice has been sent home with each​
​Y1 - Y7 student today, 4 December 2025, advising​
​families of their child’s Year group, classroom,​
​class teacher and stationery requirements for​
​2026.  Please keep an eye out in school bags for​
​this information.  Please direct any questions​
​about this information to the Principal,​
​Marg Hyslop before the end of the term.​
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​Bush Athletics​

​Our Bush Athletics team had a wonderful day on​
​the 1 December 2025 and showed amazing​
​fortitude in all their events.  A huge thank you to​
​our fantastic  school whānau for your support,​
​which helped the day run very smoothly.​ ​Thank​
​you to Mrs Powell for organising our team.​
​Amazing Results:​
​Meri Thomson​

​1st in 800m 11 year old girls​
​3rd in 200m 11 year old girls​
​3rd in 100m 11 year old girls​
​2nd in High Jump 11 year old girls​
​1st in Long Jump 11 year old girls​

​Emily Buys​
​3rd in 200m 8 year old girls​

​Evie Gardiner​
​3rd in 200m 9 year old girls​
​1st in Long Jump 9 year old girls​
​3rd in Discus 9 year old girls​

​Maci Exeter​
​1st in High Jump 10 year old girls​

​Te Paea O’Donnell​
​1st in High Jump 12 year old girls​

​Sophie Jansen​
​1st in Long Jump 8 year old girls​
​1st in Discus 8 year old girls​

​Heidi Brass​
​1st in Long Jump 10 year old girls​

​Archer Bellamy​
​2nd in Shot Put 8 year old boys​

​George Baker​
​2nd in Shot Put 10 year old boys​

​Hannah Baker​
​3rd in Shot Put 12 year old girls​

​Andie Matthews​
​1st in Discus 12 year old girls​

​Free Period Products​
​We now have free period products available to​
​students anytime required, as provided through​
​the Ministry of Education programme. These will​
​be given to the senior girls and a system is now​
​set up so they can help themselves whenever​
​they need these products for home or school. We​
​have also left a facility for school families to help​
​themselves to these products anytime, free, in​
​the staff toilet area.  For younger students that​
​require these products, families can email​
​Marg Hyslop​​principal@stanthony.ac.nz​ ​or​
​Jenni Harrison​​jharrison@stanthony.ac.nz​​or the​
​school office​​office@stanthony.ac.nz​​and we will​
​ensure these are distributed confidentially.​
​Please see further information about this​
​programme via the link below.​
​Ministry of Education's​​Ikura | Manaakitia te​
​whare tangata"​

​12 December 2026 - Last Day of Term 4​
​School will finish at 3pm on the 12 December​
​2025.  Buses will run as per normal.  Students can​
​come to school in their PE uniform on the last day​
​of term.  School is open for a full day on the​
​12 December so that we comply with the​
​Ministry of Education requirements for full day​
​opening hours.  Should you be collecting your​
​child earlier on that day, please advise the School​
​Office.​

​Touch Rugby Teams 2026​
​We have been able to enter seven teams in the​
​after school 2026 Touch Rugby for Term 1. A huge​
​thank you to the parents who stepped forward to​
​manage our teams, and our wonderful senior​
​students who volunteered to be referees.  The​
​Touch Rugby Teams are now on the school​
​website. Go to the Information Tab and look​
​under the Sports Section.​

​2026 School Term Dates​
​Term One: 28 January - 2 April​
​Term Two: 20 April - 3 July​
​Term Three: 20 July - 25 September​
​Term Four: 12 October - 16 December​
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​Upcoming School Dates​
​4.12.25​ ​Rob Cope - Parent hui - Cyber​

​Safety meeting 6-8pm​
​5.12.25​ ​Mass: Sr A, Sr M, Sr G​
​5.12.25​ ​Festive Dress-up Fundraiser​
​6.12.25​ ​Explore Christmas Parade​
​8.12.25​ ​BOT Meeting 5-7pm​
​9.12.25​ ​Principals Morning Tea​
​11.12.25​ ​Prizegiving 6pm​
​12.12.25​ ​Mass @ 9.30am.  All classes​
​12.12.25​ ​Last day Term 4 (3pm finish)​
​28.1.26             First Day of Term 1​

​BOT Meeting​
​Our next BOT (Board of Trustees) meeting is at​
​5pm on Monday, 8 December 2025​​at school.  All​
​are very welcome.​

​BOT School Policies & Procedures​
​To access our school policies and procedures​
​please go to​ ​https://stanthony.schooldocs.co.nz​
​(note that there is no "www")​​.​
​Our​​username​​is: stanthony​
​Our​​password​​is:  anthony​
​The Board are currently reviewing:​
​Term 4 Policy Review:​

​●​ ​Bullying and Harassment​
​●​ ​Behaviour Management​
​●​ ​Searches, Surrender, and Retention of​

​Property​
​●​ ​Minimising Physical Restraint​
​●​ ​Stand-down, Suspension, and Exclusion​
​●​ ​Staff Wellbeing and Safety​

​Thank You!​
​Thank you to the following dairy farmers for their​
​donation through the AFFCO Bobby Calf scheme​
​2025:​​Braeside Farm Ltd, IS & MS McNeur,​
​M & B Le Fleming, Sandstone Farms Ltd.​
​This scheme raised $181.60 for the school.​

​Friends of St Anthony’s Community Cookbook​
​This beautiful book is still available to order.​
​Please contact Friends of St Anthony’s School​
​Committee on​​Friendsofsta@stanthony.ac.nz​
​A copy of this book is in the school foyer for you​
​to view.​

​Recall Kinetic Sand - WARNING​
​The Ministry of Business, Innovation and​
​Employment (MBIE) has issued a product recall as​
​a precaution because it could contain asbestos:​
​MIKI Sand Art Set that was sold nationwide​
​between July 2023 and December 2023. Product​
​details: SKU codes – 8369 and 8445. Barcode​
​numbers – 9312615483699 and 9312615484450​
​For the latest on sand product recalls, go to the​
​Product Safety NZ website:​
​Recalled products – Product Safety New Zealand​

​Please refer to our school website for the latest​
​Community Notices.​

​Christmas Mass Times​

​Christmas Eve​
​Eketahuna 5:30pm​
​Dannevirke 10pm​
​Christmas Day​
​Woodville 9am​
​Pahiatua 10:30am​
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