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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Assalamu Alaikum 

This week our term two Class Captains were given their certificates.  Congratulations to:  

Year 1 - Selma Hammodat 

Year 2 - Khalisha Gumilar 

Year 3 - Marah Hammodat 

Year 4 R4 - Yara Ayyub 

Year 4 R5 - Alaa Mohamed 

Year 5 R6 - Samara Quazi 

Year 5 R7 - Hamza Alacozai 

Year 6- Basma Abdallah 

Year 7/8 R8- Mousa Eskaf 

Year 7/8 R9- Ameerah Khan 

All Iqra students will be active learners, contributors and participants in the Muslim Community, 
New Zealand and the world 
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Drop off Time 8:30am 
 
It is important to drop off your child on time before school.  School begins at 8:30am  and 

teachers are in their classrooms from 8:00am.   However there are a number of parents not 

dropping off their child until well after 8:30am.  This is unacceptable as your child is legally re-

quired to be at school and they will be missing literacy and numeracy first thing in the morning.   

As a reminder to all parents, please book your overseas holidays during the term breaks.  It is 

important your children attend school and do not fall behind in their work.  The teachers are 

working hard to make real progress with your child but we need your help to ensure that they 

attend school during the school term. Thank you. 

 
Term Two 
 
The children had a wonderful celebration of Book week this week.  There was a book fair by My 

Little Library and visits by authors and illustrators, author workshops and lots of exciting literacy 

activities happening in the classroom!  Thank you to Miss Zainab for all her organisation to 

make this week such a success.  Science week has been moved to week 8 (16-19 June)  as 

we are looking at booking an exciting Science show, having our students participate in amazing 

science experiments and perhaps even have a visit from a real scientist- we can’t wait!  

You would have already received a note home about our upcoming Cross Country whole 

school event  Please make sure you sign your permission so that your child can attend this 

event.  Keep practising your distance running so you can do your best on the day. The distanc-

es are listed below for each year level.  

Year 1,2 = 0.5 km 

Year 3,4,5,6 = 1 km 

Year 7,8 = 2 km 
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Grandparents Day 

Grandparents day for year 1,2,3 will happen in week 5 of Term 2.  The children will post an invi-

tation to their grandparents and invite them (or a special friend) to attend a special assembly 

and participate in a classroom fun activity. Year 1,2,3 parents please put this date in your agen-

da- 29 May 2025 and send the address to school of who you want invited.  Parents are of 

course invited as well, please share your address with your classroom teacher. 

 
Goal Setting Booklet 
 

Term 2 goal setting booklets will be sent home for parents to read and sign and return to 

school.  Please read through the goals with your child and support them and the school as they 

progress through their learning journey.  

 

Parent Evening 

This week Mr Anzar presented the Transition to High School session for parents.  This was a 

great session to provide more information to parents of children graduating to high school at the 

end of this year.  If you missed this event please contact Mr Anzar for more information. 

(anzar.chida@iqra.school.nz).   

Year 7/8 Camp Food Stall 

Next week we look forward to a food stall fundraiser for year 7,8 camp.  Please stay tuned for 

more information about this event.  For parents of year 7,8 students please know there will be 

an online camp information session after school on 20 May.  Alot of valuable information will be 

given about the camp including payment plans, one third tax back on the cost, permission 

forms, etc.  Miss Zainab will be leading this session (zainab.farooqi@iqra.school.nz). 
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Immunization Form for Y/8 

A reminder for Year 7,8 students to please return their immunization forms to their classroom 

teacher so that the immunization with District Health nurses can take place smoothly on 4 June. 
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Mitey Mental Health 
 
We are delighted to partner with Mitey over the next year to grow and support the mental health 

and wellbeing of all our students.   

The Sir John Kirwan Foundation has designed Mitey with NZ teachers and the University of 

Auckland to provide an evidence-based approach to teaching mental health education to prima-

ry and intermediate aged children.  This programme aligns well with the special character Is-

lamic values of our school. 

It is built around the NZ curriculum and embedded into everyday learning, to ensure children 

are equipped with the age-appropriate skills and knowledge they need to recognise and re-

spond to mental health challenges in both themselves and others before they enter teenage 

years. Mitey has successfully implemented its approach to schools in Auckland and we are ex-

cited to be included. A Mitey coach will work with staff to develop teaching and learning. This 

will also ensure Mitey is tailored to our school’s unique culture and community. 

Mental health education will be taught by our teachers in every classroom with the skills, 

knowledge and understanding of mental health woven into what is already being taught. 

Parents and the whole school community are an integral part of Mitey’s approach and as with 

all our learning your engagement and support is a key aspect of educating our students. 

Mental health concerns and issues amongst NZ youth have doubled in the past 10 year and we 

all agree that unhappy students don’t learn. 

Partnering with Mitey allows our school to be part of a transformational change for young peo-

ple by enabling them to nurture their mental health – and that of others – for the rest of their 

lives.    

The following link will take you to Mitey’s homepage www.mitey.org.nz 

Please see your child’s classroom teacher if you would like more information. We look forward 

to supporting our students as they grow in life’s journey. 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: 
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Certificates 

Please collect all the certificates you receive from teachers because you can collect 10 and 

hand them in for an honor certificate.  Five honor certificates and you will receive a STAR honor 

badge to wear on your uniform.  There will be a note home in Skool Loop about this so please 

check it for the details. 

 
Prizegiving 

Please know that some prizes have been added to our annual prizegiving day at the end of the 

year.  This will be sent home on Skool Loop and printed and kept at the trophy shelf at recep-

tion.  Teachers will be reviewing these with their students so everyone is aware what to expect 

at the awards ceremony and be working towards some specific goals too! 

Surveys 

This week two surveys were sent to the community. The first was about the possibility of a Y6-8 

PE uniform.  The second was about possible Muslim Parent Information sessions.  If you have 

not yet completed the surveys please take a look and complete these as soon as possible.  We 

really appreciate your feedback.   

Parent Portal- Ministry of Education 

I’m delighted to announce the launch of a new Parent Portal – an online resource designed to 

support families to play their part in their child’s learning.  Education is a partnership of what 

happens in the classroom and what happens at home. Parents, caregivers, and whānau play 

an important role in supporting their child’s learning and development. The new Ministry of Edu-

cation webspace is designed to make it easier for parents, caregivers, and whānau to access 

clear and up-to-date information on the school curriculum, assessment practices, and ways 

they can complement their child’s learning. 

 

The Parent Portal can be accessed here. 
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Iqra School on Service 
 
Changing someone’s life for the better, helping to save our planet or simply helping within the 

local community during mosque, beach or park clean ups- this is all volunteering.  How good 

does it feel once you’ve done it?  You can earn a bronze, silver or gold service certificate by fol-

lowing these simple steps: 

1. Record services completed in the Volunteer Record. (An example of this is below) 

2. Obtain a signature and contact information, e.g. email, phone number from the parent or  

     supervisor 

3. Hand in your service book to your team leader. 

More information about Iqra School on Service (SOS) booklet will be on Skool Loop and at re-

ception. 
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Term  2  Events 

· 15.5.25 Food stall Y7,8 

· 20.5.25 Y7/8 online camp meeting  

· 27.5.25 Cross country whole school event at Ken Maunder Park 

· 29.5.25 Grandparents Day Year 1,2,3 

· 30.5.25 Teacher Only Day- no school 

· 2.6.25 King’s Birthday- holiday 

· 4.6.25 Immunisation Y8 

· 5.6.25 Rain Date Whole School Cross Country 

· 6.6.25 Eid- counted as school day- holiday 

· 9.6.25- 13.6.25 New Lynn Library visits- cancelled due to staffing at New Lynn library 

· 10.6.25 Eid Celebration - Y8 camp fundraiser 

· 16.6.25-19.5.25 Science Week 

· 20.6.25 Matariki holiday- no school 

· 26.6.25 Term Two Citizenship Assembly, hall Y1-8, 8:35am 

· 27.6.25 Uniform free day- gold coin fundraiser 

· 27.6.25 week 9, term 2 Academic reports available to parents 

 

Reporting for term 3 

16.7.25-17.7.25 Parent / Teacher Interviews after school  Term 3 

19.9.25 week 10 term 3 Work habits & attitude reports available to parents 

 

Reporting for term 4 

12.12.25 Term 4, week 10 Academic Reports available to parents 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: 
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Cross Country Practice 

Every week leading up to the annual Cross Country event on 27 May 2025, Iqra School 

students gather for focused training sessions. These practices are essential in helping 

students build endurance, improve their running technique, and gain confidence ahead 

of the big day. By attending regularly, students prepare both mentally and physically to 

give their best in the real event. Let’s lace up, stay committed, and make every practise 

count!  

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
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Book Week Highlights at IQRA School  

Book Week at IQRA School was a vibrant celebration of stories, creativity, and a love for read-

ing! Here’s a snapshot of the engaging and inspiring activities that took place:  

1. Author Visit—David Riley (Years 4-8) 

 Students were captivated by author David Riley’s inspiring journey to becoming a writer. 

Selected students also participated in his hands-on writing workshop, where they created and 

published a small booklet—an unforgettable experience! 

 

 

 

 

 

2.      iTalk (Y6 - 8) & Storytelling with Arifa Afzal (Years 1–3): 

 Author Arifa Afzal shared her empowering story of becoming a self-published author. Her 

storytelling sessions based on her book ‘A Fine Feast’  for our younger learners were fun-filled 

and engaging, sparking imagination and joy. 
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Book Week Highlights at IQRA School  

3. Calligraphy Workshop by Mizna from Deccan Arts(Years 5-8):  

The artistic session introduced students to the elegance of Arabic calligraphy. They explored 

fascinating facts about the art form and even tried their hand at this intricate skill.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Storytelling with Ms Ghada (Years 1-8): 

Ms Ghada’s heartfelt storytelling session touched everyone deeply, as she shared personal 

memories that evoked warm feelings of home and grandparents. 
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Book Week Highlights at IQRA School  

5. Student-Led Storytime:  

Senior students delighted their younger peers with interactive storytelling, complete with crea-

tive costumes and expressive narration—a session filled with laughter and learning.  

 

 

 

 

6.  Book Character Day 

As part of Book Week at Iqra School, students celebrated Book Character Day on Wednes-

day, 7 May 2025 by dressing up as their favorite characters from books they love. The teachers 

also dressed up as their favorite characters. This fun and imaginative event encourages a 

deeper connection with reading and brings stories to life in a vibrant way. 

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
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Book Week Highlights at IQRA School  

6. Book Character Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Book Fair from My Little Library 

Book Week also features a Book Fair by My Little Library from Monday to Wednesday (5–7 

May), giving students the opportunity to explore and purchase a variety of enriching Islamic 

books.  It was wonderful to see so many young readers excited to discover new favourites! 
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Ektishaf (Discovery) Activities at Iqra School 

At Iqra School, learning goes beyond the classroom! Our Ekhtishaf (Discovery) sessions give 

students the opportunity to explore, create, and develop valuable life skills through hands-on, 

interest-based activities. 

Every second week, students dive into exciting experiences designed to spark creativity, build 

confidence, and encourage curiosity. From art and languages to science and sport, Discovery 

activities are a highlight for many of our learners. 

This term, our students have enjoyed activities such as: 

1. Arts & Crafts – Imaginative projects using colour, texture, and materials 

  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Handwriting – Developing neat, confident writing  

 

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
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3. Islamic Geometry – Creating beautiful patterns inspired by Islamic art  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Junk Art – Turning recycled materials into fun and functional art  

 

 

 

 

 

5.   Nature Printing – Using leaves and natural textures to make creative prints  

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
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7. Netball – Learning teamwork, coordination, and fitness  

8.  Portuguese Language – Introducing a new language in a fun, interactive way  

 

 

 

 

 

9. Robotics – Coding and building robots to solve simple challenges 

 

 

 

 

10. Quilling & Origami – Creating intricate designs with paper folding  

      and rolling   

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
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10. STEM (Science, Tech, Engineering, Maths) – Exploring experiments and hands-on prob   

lem-solving with robotics.  

 

 

 

 

 

11. Sewing – Stitching simple projects to build fine motor skills  

 

 

 

 

 

12.  Typing Skills – Practicing keyboard skills for digital confidence  
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  ϝلفص΍ ΃Ωة، نبϳاضϳέل΍ϭ ةϳنϳΩل΍ϭ ةϳلاجتماع΍ϭ ةϳلثقاف΍ Εلمجالا΍ عϳة في جمϳمϳلتعل΍ ةρمليء بالأنش ΩϳΩج ϝٍة فصϳ΍Ωمع ب

 ρلثاني بنشا΍ سي΍έΩل΍Ώلكتا΍ ωϭسب΃ ،فةΩاϬل΍ϭ لممتعة΍ ةρلأنش΍ ϥعة مϭبمجم Ϫϳة فϳلإسلام΍ ةϳϭϬل΍ ةϳعاέ ϡقس ϙέشاϳ Ιϳح ،

 ϫϭي:

ϳقϡϭ بع΍ νلρلاΏ بأ΍Ωء ΍ έϭΩلحك΍ϭتي، حέϳ Ιϳتϳί ϥϭΩًا خاصًا ϳϭنتقلϥϭ ب΍ ϥϳلصفϑϭ ل΍ϭϭέϳ قصصًا مشϭقة  ·

.ϡϬملائίل 

· .έϭّمص ϝا بشكϬنتاج· ϡني تϳρلفلس΍ Ι΍έلت΍ ϥقصة م νέبع ϡلقس΍ ϥمعلمة م ϡϭتق 

· )"ϡلمجس΍ Ώلكتا΍" ρنشا Ώلاρل΍ ΫنفϳPop-up book) .Γέέلمق΍ Γء΍έلق΍ ιϭنص ϥحى مϭلمست΍ 

 ϳشا΍ ϙέلρلاΏ في مسابقة كتابة قصة قصΓέϳ باللغة ΍لعέبϳة. ·

 تقاέϭ ϡشة عمϝ لتعلϡϳ مϬا΍ Ε΍έلخ΍ ρلعέبي. ·

 تنϡυ مسابقة "΍صϳρا΍ ΩلكلماΕ" ب΍ ϥϳلصفϑϭ ·لى غΫ έϳلϙ م΍ ϥلأنشρة. ·

·  ϥϭغبέϳ ء ما΍έلش ϙلΫكϭ Ώلكت΍ ϥم Ωϳίلم΍ على ϑέسة للتعέΩلم΍ في ϡلمقا΍ Ώلكتا΍ νέمع Γέاϳίب Ώلاρل΍ ϡϭقϳ

 بتϭجϪϳ م΍ ϥلمعلماϭ΃ϭ Εلϳاء ΍لأمέϭ في حا΍ ϝلέغبة بالش΍έء.

 Ώلاρل΍ ϥϳة بϳلإسلام΍ϭ ةϳبέلع΍ لثقافة΍ έنشϭ ،ϝلتفاع΍ϭ ا بالمتعةϬρبέϭ ،ةϳبέلع΍ للغة΍ Ώح ίϳίتع ϑΩϬة بρلأنش΍ ϩΫϫ تأتيϭ

 في έ΃جاء ΍لمέΩسة.

 

SPECIAL CHARACTER DIRECTORS’ 
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Leader of Special Character Miss Ghada and her team: 

English Translation: 

With the beginning of a new term filled with educational activities across cultural, social, reli-

gious, and sports fields, we are launching Term Two with Book Week. The Special Character 

Department will participate with a range of fun and purposeful activities such as: 

· Some students will take on the role of storytellers, wearing traditional costumes and       

    moving between classes to narrate engaging stories to their peers. 

· A teacher from the department will present a visual story from Palestinian heritage. 

· Students will create pop-up books based on the reading lessons. 

· They will also take part in a short Arabic story writing competition. 

· A workshop will be held to teach Arabic calligraphy skills. 

· A "Word Hunt" competition will be organized across the classes. 

· Students will visit the school’s book fair to explore a variety of books and, if they wish to 

    make a purchase, they can do so under the guidance of their teachers and parents. 

These activities and more aim to foster a love for the Arabic language, connect it with joy and 

engagement, and promote Arabic and Islamic culture throughout the school. 
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Salsabil Numeracy and Literacy learning: Year 6, 7 and 8  

 

Over the past few weeks, students explored two key areas of mathematics: Number and 

Shape. They have been solving problems using the BEDMAS method, allowing them to build 

a strong foundation for algebraic thinking. In shape, they examined the properties of both 2D 

and 3D shapes, identifying attributes such as sides, angles, edges, and faces.  

 

In literacy, students engaged in a novel study that encouraged them to think critically about 

characters, plot, and themes. They practiced making inferences, discussing key events, and 

supporting their ideas with evidence from the text. Alongside this, students explored the art of 

persuasive writing, learning how to introduce their opinions and structure arguments in an 

appropriate way. 
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Staff interview  

Mr. Anzar Chida (Year 7/8 Teacher Room 8, Year 6-8 Team Leader) 

Questions: 
1. What is your favourite subject to teach and why? 

I love teaching maths, it is my strongest subject, and some-
thing I can spend a lot of time working on. 

2. Why did you choose to teach at Iqra School? 

           I always wanted my 9-5 to be ‘for the sake of Allah”. What     
    better way to do that than to work at a Muslim school. 

3. What was your major in University? 

In my Bachelors I majored in Mathematics. In my Masters I 
mastered in Education Leadership. 

4. Who is your favourite Author? 

JRR Tolkien 

5. What is your favourite book? 

Twits 

6. Where are you from? 

Hyderabad, India 

7. What is your favourite cultural food? 

Shawarma. 

8. What sports do you enjoy playing? 

           Most of them 

9. How many siblings do you have? 

Three 

10.  How does it feel having a twin? 

It is great, he was amongst my best friend group growing up. We shared a lot of ups 
and downs. A whole lot. 

Interviewed by Raidah Intungane (Y8) & Suzanne Akil (Y8)  
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School Staff                                       Members  Email  
Principal  Leanne Chartrand  Leanne.chartrand@iqra.school.nz 

Director of Special Character  Ghada Smaik  ghada.smaik@iqra.school.nz 
Assistant Principal  Zainab Farooqi  zainab.farooqi@iqra.school.nz 
Executive Officer  Samar Ahmad  samar.ahmad@iqra.school.nz 

Administration Executive  Wiwin Aliloedin wiwin.aliloedin@iqra.school.nz 
Year 1 Teacher  Neetika Sharma neetika.sharma@iqra.school.nz 
Year 2 Teacher  Asiya Rehman asiya.rehman@iqra.school.nz 
Year 3 Teacher  Fathima Hafeez fathima.ashiqua@iqra.school.nz 
Year 4 Teacher  Sajdah Nazif  sajdah.nazif@iqra.school.nz 
Year 4 Teacher  Marwa Mohamed marwa.mohamad@iqra.school.nz 
Year 5 Teacher  Fazleen Azim  fazleen.azim@iqra.school.nz 
Year 5 Teacher  Thomas Rutten  thomas.rutten@iqra.school.nz 
Year 6 Teacher  Rubie Kim rubie.kim@iqra.school.nz 

Year 7&8 Teacher  Anzar Chida  anzar.chida@iqra.school.nz 
Year 7&8 Teacher  Zainab Farooqi  zainab.farooqi@iqra.school.nz 

CRT Teacher  Madiha Chida  madiha.chida@iqra.school.nz 
CRT Teacher  Fatima Sabe  fatima.sabe@iqra.school.nz 
CRT Teacher  Ritu Chowdhary  ritu.chowdhary@iqra.school.nz 
CRT Teacher  Christine Erson  christine.erson@iqra.school.nz 

Special Character Staff 
Member  Duaa Idris  duaa.idris@iqra.school.nz 

Special Character Staff 
Member  Fatima Sabe  fatima.sabe@iqra.school.nz 

Special Character Staff 
Member  Diana Nazzal diana.nazzal@iqra.school.nz 

Special Character Staff 
Member  Sarah Al Homayssi sarah.elhomayssi@iqra.school.nz 

Teacher Aide - Learning 
Support  Yanti Roi nurhayati.roi@iqra.school.nz 

Teacher Aide ESOL Naeylah Zarrin  naeylah.zarrin@iqra.school.nz 
Caretaker  Milo Auva'a   



Our school proprietors  
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School Principal  

Board Member 

LEANNE	CHARTRAND 
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Follow us on our social media plaƞorms and check out our website: 

 
 
 

Follow us on Facebook. 
 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Instagram. 

 

 

 

 

Follow our school website. 
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IQRA School is a state integrated area school catering to 
students from year 1 to year 8.   IQRA was established in 
2016 by our proprietors of Algoritim Educational Trust. 

We focused on providing quality education as outlined by 
the New Zealand Curriculum as well as provide our 
localised curriculum and Special Character based on our 
integrated status. 

Our special character focus in across the whole 
curriculum, however we have specialised areas such as 
Islamic studies, Quran and Arabic language. These areas 
are integrated within New Zealand Curriculum. 

We at IQRA look forward to working with all of you on 
our journey toward making our school a leading Islamic 
School in New Zealand that ensures our students stay 
connected with our faith, languages, cultures and strong 
heritage.  

5-9 Hugh Brown Drive  
New Lynn  
Auckland, 0600 
New Zealand 

Admin  
09-825-0041 

admin@iqra.school.nz  

 

P.O. Box 15425 

New Lynn 0640 

Auckland 

Contact Us 

Attendance dues: 

Attendance dues must be paid through Ezypay, our third-party provider. 
You can access it through the caregiver portal under the payments tab. 
If you need help, contact the school. All parents have to set up the    
payment for 2025 prior to the start of each term. 

Check the notice sent through the skool loop for more information. 
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