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Introduction: 
All courses offered in the Senior School are full-year courses; therefore, please ensure 
that the courses you select reflect your genuine interests and preferences. 

 

Senior Course Outlines: 
In Years 11, 12, and 13, students will work towards achieving NCEA qualifications. The 
National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) is the primary qualification 
framework for senior secondary students in New Zealand. 
 
For further information, students are encouraged to visit the NZQA website (NZQA 
Student Information), where most common questions are addressed. 
Many courses offer a combination of internal and external assessments, and include 
a mix of Achievement Standards and Unit Standards to cater to the diverse strengths 
and learning styles of students. 
 
Year 11 students will be placed in single-year-level classes, consisting exclusively of 
peers from the same year group. All Year 11 students are required to complete both an 
English and a Mathematics course. ​
A limited number of multi-level courses are offered exclusively to Year 12 and 13 
students.  



Course Selection: 
Before making your course selections, it is important to discuss your future plans 
with your whānau, whānau teacher, and the Academic Dean, Ms Paki. 
 
When selecting your courses, consider the career path you wish to pursue and the 
qualifications required to achieve it. A useful resource for this is the Careers and 
Youth website, which provides valuable information to help you make well-informed 
decisions about the subjects that best support your goals. 
 
Be sure to read the course information carefully before making your selections. 
Choose subjects that not only align with your aspirations but also allow for 
progression through to Year 13. 
 
Where possible, select courses that build on your strengths and reflect your interests, 
as this will support both your engagement and success in your learning journey. 

 

Co-requisites - (Literacy & Numeracy): 

To achieve any NCEA level qualification, you must also meet the co-requisite Literacy 
and Numeracy requirements. This involves gaining 10 Literacy and 10 Numeracy 
credits through the Common Assessment Activities (CAAs). 
 
In addition, to meet the University Entrance (UE) Literacy requirement, you must 
earn 5 Reading credits and 5 Writing credits from specified Level 2 or Level 3 
Achievement Standards.  

 

How to select your courses: 
1.​ Carefully review the course options before making your selections. 
2.​ If you are uncertain about which courses to choose, consult with your whānau, 

whānau teacher, or the Academic Dean for guidance. 
3.​ On the right-hand side of the form, indicate your first-choice and backup course 

selections, and complete the semester sheet accordingly. 
4.​ Ensure that your subject choices reflect a broad range of interests and areas you 

are passionate about. 
5.​ If you are interested in pursuing Farming, UCOL courses, or the Building course 

(available for Years 12 and 13), please speak directly with Mr Pui. 
6.​ Complete the form fully and submit it by the designated deadline. 



 

LINE  1 

Code Course Name What is this course about Credits on Offer 

1MAT Level 1  
Mathematics 

This course will be the main pathway to achieve Numeracy at Level 1. Ākonga will study mathematical and statistical 
reasoning and interpretation. The strands of understanding that interweave in this course include: Number, Algebra, 
Geometry and space, Measurement, Statistics, and Probability. 

15-20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 
[Two internal assessments and 
two external assessments - 
exams] 

1SCI Level 1  
Science 

This course is for students who need Science at Level 1 or intend to study Biology, Chemistry or Physics at Level 2 and 
above. The programme will be delivered in the context of a Farming and Environmental (Kaitiakitanga) Science theme. 
Students will be assessed in at least one standard from Biology, Physics and Chemistry subject areas. 

14+ credits at NCEA Level 1. 

1MUS Level 1  
Music 

This course focuses on building your skills on your instrument and learning the skills needed to operate sound systems used 
for concerts & other live sound or recording studio situations. The sound is at your fingertips. (Instrument experience 
preferable). Students interested in a pathway in music performance and sound engineering should consider this course. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 

1DAN Level 1  
Dance 

This course introduces students to the dynamic world of dance. Students develop skills across a variety of genres and styles 
while learning to perform with technique, expression, and confidence. This course also focuses on choreography, giving 
students the tools to create original work using the elements of dance such as space, time, and energy to communicate 
ideas and tell stories. Students will critically respond to dance, with an array of achievement standards covered to build a 
strong foundation in performance, composition, and dance literacy. 

15-20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 

2GEO Level 2 
Geography 

This course explores ‘Where things are, Why they are there and Who really cares’ - by looking at Natural features in 
Tongariro National Park, Cities and crime in Chicago, Wealth and its effects on New Zealanders, Endangered Species in the 
world, and much much more. It is a mixture of Natural and Human themes. We study up to date and interesting topics. 
There is also a three day, two night, trip to Tongariro National Park, staying at Mangatepopo Camp. 

21 credits at NCEA Level 2. 

23LSK Level 2 / Level 3 
Life Skills 

This course is a unit standard course developing essential skills for life including how to interact with wider society, the 
police, flatting, rental agreements etc. 
This is not a university entrance course but is highly recommended for those who are doing outside provider courses such 
as build and agriculture. It is also a good course to take in conjunction with financial skills. 

15-20 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
15-20 credits at NCEA Level 3. 

23STA Level 2 / Level 3 
Statistics 

This course is designed to help students interpret the statistics they encounter in the world. It also looks at all aspects of 
Level 2/3 Probability and how to use this to predict the future. Students look at experimental design, statistical analysis 
involving bivariate and multivariate data and appropriate report writing. It is designed to help students interpret the statistics 
they encounter in the world. Students must successfully complete Literacy and Numeracy at Level 1 and have passed 
AS91944 (1.1) and/or an external exam or obtain teacher approval. 

18 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
24 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

3PED Level 3 
Physical Education 

This course provides students with the opportunity to refine their practical skills across various physical activities and apply 
scientific principles such as anatomy, physiology, biomechanics, and skill learning to improve performance. Students must 
successfully complete Level 2 Physical Education or obtain teacher approval. 

19 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course. 

 
 



LINE  2 

Code Course Name What is this course about Credits on Offer 

1HIST Level 1  
History 

This course explores important parts of history, including Tahupotiki Wiremu Rātana, Whina Cooper and the 1975 Land 
March, Pākaitore, and the American Civil Rights movement. This course develops critical learning and literacy skills. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 
[Two internal assessments and 
two external assessments - 
exams] 

1COM Level 1  
Commerce 

This course explores the basics of economic models, marketing concepts, and discover how businesses make decisions to 
cover costs and make profit. Delve into the business practices of some of New Zealand’s groundbreaking and innovative 
companies. 

20 credits atNCEA  Level 1. 
[Two internal assessments and 
two external assessments - 
exams] 

1FOOD Level 1  
Food Technology 

This course introduces students to the exciting world of food and design. Students will explore the processes involved in 
preparing, creating, and presenting food, while developing practical skills in using a variety of materials and technologies. 
Through hands-on projects, students will also learn how to plan, design, and visually communicate their ideas using Design 
and Visual Communication principles. This integrated approach encourages creativity, problem-solving, and practical 
thinking, preparing students for further study in Food Technology, Design, and related fields. This course is a prerequisite for 
Levels 2 and 3. 

16 credits at NCEA Level 1. 

2ENG Level 2 
English 

This course has a literature focus. Ākonga will study film, short story, novel or poetry. There will be a range of tasks available 
starting with connecting studied texts to a key idea. There will be a research task offered to those who wish to gain University 
Entrance literacy. Ākonga will develop writing skills and create a portfolio of different types of writing.  
Students must successfully complete Literacy at Level 1 or obtain teacher approval. 

27 credits at NCEA Level 2. 

2PED Level 2 
Physical Education 

This course will provide students with the opportunity to participate in a range of physical activities while developing their 
understanding of biophysical principles such as anatomy, biomechanics, skill learning, and training methods to enhance their 
performance. Students must successfully complete Level 1 Physical Education or obtain teacher approval. 

23 credits at NCEA Level 2. 

23TOU Level 2 / Level 3  
Tourism 

This is a unit standard course that focuses on Tourism in Aotearoa, locally and nationally. Students will explore the ideas and 
cultural concepts of Te Ao Māori in this sector. Students will also have the opportunity to gain insight into the hospitality and 
hotel industry. 

16 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
25 credits at NCEA Level 3. 

3ENG Level 3 
English 

This course will explore visual and written texts from Aotearoa and beyond. For the internal assessments, Ākonga will 
investigate a thematically based range of texts, as well as the director's auteur. They will hone their literacy skills throughout 
the year and produce a writing portfolio. Ākonga will undertake a film study as well as analyse short texts and poetry, for the 
external assessment. Students must successfully complete Literacy at Level 1 and have completed the Level 2 Writing 
Portfolio and/or have passed an external exam or obtain teacher approval. 

21 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course. 

 



 

LINE  3 

Code Course Name What is this course about Credits on Offer 

1MAO Level 1  
Te Reo Māori 

This course explores te reo Māori me ōna tikanga through elements of whakarongo (listening), pānui (reading), tuhituhi 
(writing), and kōrero (speaking). You'll learn how to introduce yourself through pepehā, sharing your mountain, river, and iwi 
connections. By the end of the year, you'll be able to hold basic conversations, ask and answer simple questions, and 
understand everyday phrases you hear around school and in your community. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 
[These credits also count 
toward Level 1 Literacy] 

1OED Level 1  
Outdoor Education 

This course is a practical-based course that builds on the knowledge and skills developed in Year 10 PE, offering 
opportunities for students interested in careers in sports management, officiating, coaching, or outdoor instruction. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 

1DIGI Level 1  
Digital Technology 

This course provides students with the opportunity to explore computer programming using Python and creating websites 
using HTML and CSS. This course also includes an introduction to planning and designing a digital outcome. No 
recommended prior learning is needed for this course. 

15 credits at NCEA Level 1. 

1TCH Level 1  
Hard Materials 

This course teaches the skills and knowledge needed to work with a variety of hard materials such as timber, metal, 
concrete, and plastics. Workshop processes and health & safety are key components. Initial projects help students build 
skills for an individual project later in the year. Design and visual communication are also important. Assessment includes 
BCATS unit standards and NCEA Level 1 achievement standards. This course is a prerequisite for Levels 2 and 3. 

16 credits at NCEA Level 1. 

23MUS Level 2 / Level 3 
Music 

This course focuses on building your skills on your instrument and learning the skills needed to operate sound systems used 
for concerts & other live sound or recording studio situations. The sound is at your fingertips. (Instrument experience 
preferable). Students interested in a pathway in music performance and sound engineering should consider this course. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
22 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

23DAN Level 2 / Level 3 
Dance 

This course will give students the opportunity to work collaboratively while engaging with achievement standards in tandem. 
Building on their understanding of the elements of dance, students will explore how to use choreographic devices and 
structures to create original, imaginative work. They will develop skills across a variety of dance genres, styles, techniques, 
and cultural forms, with performance as a key focus. The course will encourage creativity, teamwork, and critical thinking 
while providing a pathway to excel in a range of achievement standards. 

22 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
22 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

23SCI Level 2 / Level 3  
Science 

This course is predominantly a Level 2 Science course for students which will offer standards based assessment from a 
possible combination of Chemistry, Physics and Biology learning areas. Proficiency in numeracy is required and is highly 
recommended, as is Science studied at Level 1.  
Level 3 students, particularly those who have not completed Level 2 Sciences, can only be accepted with teacher approval. 
If a University Entrance (UE) pathway is required, it will need to be discussed and arranged as appropriate. 

14 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
Level 3 credits are to be 
confirmed upon 
commencement of the course. 

3OED Level 3 
Outdoor Education 

This course is a practical-based course that builds on the knowledge and skills developed from PED2 and OED2, providing 
opportunities for students interested in a career related to Sports management, Sports officiating, Coaching and Outdoor 
instruction. 

16 credits at NCEA Level 3. 

 



LINE  4 

Code Course Name What is this course about Credits on Offer 

1ENG Level 1  
English 

This course will be the main pathway to achieve Literacy at Level 1. Ākonga will study a film, a short story and complete a 
writing task. There will also be a context study where ākonga will choose a context and use their skills in language features to 
explore how these features are used in a particular place, time or event. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 
[Two internal assessments and 
two external assessments - 
exams] 

1MAT Level 1  
Mathematics 

This course will be the main pathway to achieve Numeracy at Level 1. Ākonga will study mathematical and statistical 
reasoning and interpretation. The strands of understanding that interweave in this course include: Number, Algebra, 
Geometry and space, Measurement, Statistics, and Probability. 

15-20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 
[Two internal assessments and 
two external assessments - 
exams] 

1HTH Level 1  
Health 

This course explores the cultural significance of Hauora and its connection to our daily lives. Through understanding Matariki, 
traditional weaving, and the stories behind these traditions, students gain insight into ourselves and others. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 
[Two internal assessments and 
two external assessments - 
exams] 

1ART Level 1  
Art 

This course covers practical and conceptual elements of the visual arts. It is divided into three parts. The first focuses on 
spaces and the meanings that these places mean to the occupiers.This is demonstrated by drawings and annotation. The 
second is a book that explores typography with images. The third is conceptual development where students produce a 
base for a body of work. 

15-20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 

23HIST Level 2 / Level 3 
History 

This course explores important parts of history, including perspectives towards land in the Taranaki War, the plunder of 
Parihaka and the Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This course develops critical learning and literacy skills. 
 

14 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
15 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

23FNC Level 2 / Level 3 
Finance 

This course explores the world of money and  making good financial decisions in life. This course offers standards at Levels 2 
and 3 covering economic theories and practices, investments, and ways to plan for your financial future including retirement, 
saving and managing money. 

15 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
15 credits at NCEA Level 3. 

23DIGI Level 2 / Level 3  
Digital Technology 

This course builds on skills learnt at Level 1 and students will be able to develop a deeper understanding of Python 
programming and HTML/CSS. They will also have the opportunity to further explore the Digital Technology design process. 
This course is recommended for students who completed the Level 1 Digital Technology course. 

16 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
16 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

23TCH Level 2 / Level 3 
Hard Materials 

This course builds on the skills & knowledge from Level 1/2 Hard Materials Technology. Students will develop a deeper 
understanding of workshop processes and how to use a wide range of tools & equipment to work with resistant materials. 
These include but are not restricted to timber, metal, concrete & plastics.  

16 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
16 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

 



 

LINE  5 

Code Course Name What is this course about Credits on Offer 

1ENG Level 1  
English 

This course will be the main pathway to achieve Literacy at Level 1. Ākonga will study a film, a short story and complete a 
writing task. There will also be a context study where ākonga will choose a context and use their skills in language features to 
explore how these features are used in a particular place, time or event. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 
[Two internal assessments and 
two external assessments - 
exams] 

1GEO Level 1  
Geography 

This course explores ‘Where things are, Why they are there and Who really cares’ - by looking at rivers such as our Awa, 
beaches such as Kai Iwi, volcanoes such as Mt Ruapehu, climate change, protecting nature, Australia’s people and much 
much more. It is a mixture of Natural and Human themes. Up to date and interesting topics, with a day trip or two thrown in 
as well. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 
[Two internal assessments and 
two external assessments - 
exams] 

1PED Level 1  
Physical Education 

This course offers a fun and active way for students to explore how their body moves and functions. Through a variety of 
physical activities, students will develop skills in teamwork, self-management, and performance improvement. Students will 
also reflect on what motivates people to be active and how staying active supports overall well-being. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 

1TCS Level 1  
Soft Materials 

This course is a hands-on, design-led course that explores natural fibres, synthetic fabrics, and other non-resistant materials. 
Students will develop practical skills in constructing textile products, learn the technological design process, and 
communicate design ideas visually using DVC techniques such as sketching, annotation, and modelling. Projects are 
student-centered and allow for creativity, sustainability, and cultural expression. The course provides a foundation for Level 2 
Materials and Processing Technologies, DVC, or Fashion and Product Design. 

16 credits at NCEA Level 1. 

2OED Level 2 
Outdoor Education 

This course is a practical-based course that builds on the knowledge and skills developed from PED1 and OED1, providing 
opportunities for students interested in a career related to Sports management, Sports officiating, Coaching and Outdoor 
instruction. 

24 credits at NCEA Level 2. 

23MAO Level 2 / Level 3 
Te Reo Māori 

This course builds on your te reo skills, helping you hold longer conversations, share opinions, and talk about past and future 
events. You will grow your vocabulary around school, hobbies, family, and descriptions, and start writing short paragraphs. 
Reading and listening will feel easier as you explore tikanga concepts like kaitiakitanga (guardianship), whakapapa 
(genealogy), and te taiao (the environment). You will also learn about key historical events, Māori leaders, traditional stories, 
and detailed marae protocols, including the meanings of karakia and whaikōrero. 

28 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
28 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

23ART Level 2 / Level 3 
Art 

The Level 2 course is divided into two parts. The first part is based on Vanitis that focuses on composition and still life with a 
skull. The second part is a body of work for an external folio. This includes drawing and painting standards that build on 
knowledge gained at Level 1. ​
The Level 3 course involves producing a large body of work for a folio. Students choose their own theme and style. It is a 
painting-focused standard. Completion of Level 2 Art is required to sit this course/standard. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
14 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

23HTH Level 2 / Level 3 
Health 

This course gives students the chance to investigate international health issues and relate them to New Zealand, discussing 
ethical concerns and topics of major importance to the country. Both Level 2 and Level 3 prepare students for a wide range 
of careers in the medical sector, and a deep understanding of Hauora is vital for good mental health. 

18 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
19 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

 



 

LINE  6 

Code Course Name What is this course about Credits on Offer 

1ENG Level 1  
English 

This course will be the main pathway to achieve Literacy at Level 1. Ākonga will study a film, a short story and complete a 
writing task. There will also be a context study where ākonga will choose a context and use their skills in language features to 
explore how these features are used in a particular place, time or event. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 
[Two internal assessments and 
two external assessments - 
exams] 

1SCI Level 1  
Science 

This course is for students who need Science at Level 1 or intend to study Biology, Chemistry or Physics at Level 2 and 
above. The programme will be delivered in the context of a Farming and Environmental (Kaitiakitanga) Science theme. 
Students will be assessed in at least one standard from Biology, Physics and Chemistry subject areas. 

14+ credits at NCEA Level 1. 

1SAM Level 1  
Samoan 

This course will introduce students to the Sāmoan language, culture, and traditions. Students will develop their listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing skills while engaging with authentic contexts and meaningful communication. They will explore 
cultural practices, stories, and values, gaining an understanding of Sāmoan identity and heritage. The course will encourage 
confidence, creativity, and cultural awareness, providing students with a strong foundation to continue learning Sāmoan in 
future years. 

20 credits at NCEA Level 1. 

2ENG Level 2 
English 

This course has a literature focus. Ākonga will study film, short story, novel or poetry. There will be a range of tasks available 
starting with connecting studied texts to a key idea. There will be a research task offered to those who wish to gain University 
Entrance literacy. Ākonga will develop writing skills and create a portfolio of different types of writing.  
Students must successfully complete Literacy at Level 1 or obtain teacher approval. 

27 credits at NCEA Level 2. 

23MAT Level 2 / Level 3 
Mathematics 

This course involves Mathematics in Practical, Algebraic and Calculus situations. It is designed to give the students the 
Mathematical skills and knowledge pertinent to Level 7/8 of the curriculum that could be used in daily life.  
This course also prepares students for the use of Mathematics in higher study of Science, Commerce, Mathematics, Social 
Science and any area that requires algebraic skills. NCEA Level 3 standards will be selected based on prior achievement. 
Students must successfully complete Literacy and Numeracy at Level 1 and have passed AS91945 (1.2) and/or an external 
exam or obtain teacher approval. 

19 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
20 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

23LSK Level 2 / Level 3 
Life Skills 

This course is a unit standard course developing essential skills for life including how to interact with wider society, the police, 
flatting, rental agreements etc. This is not a university entrance course but is highly recommended for those who are doing 
outside provider courses such as build and agriculture. It is also a good course to take in conjunction with financial skills. 

15-20 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
15-20 credits at NCEA Level 3. 

23TCS Level 2 / Level 3 
Soft Materials 

This course builds on the skills developed at Level 1 and is a hands-on, design-led programme where students explore a 
wide range of non-resistant materials. Students will advance their practical skills in manipulating and transforming materials, 
apply the technological design process to create functional and innovative outcomes, and communicate their ideas effectively 
using Design and Visual Communication (DVC) techniques. The course also encourages exploration of sustainability, cultural 
perspectives, and contemporary design practices. 

24 credits at NCEA Level 2. 
24 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course (L3). 

3GEO Level 3 
Geography 

This course explores ‘Where things are, Why they are there and Who really cares’. We study Natural & Human themes, such 
as where diamond mining takes place, the Global Diamond industry, Human Trafficking, the Geography of Event Planning 
with our example being Rhythm and Vines, and much, much more. We analyse up to date and interesting topics, such as the 
geopolitics of War in the Middle East and environmental sustainability. There is also a three day, two night, trip to Picton & 
Kaikoura to supplement our Research Topic. 

18 credits at NCEA Level 3. 
UE Approved Course. 



Year 11  Course Selection Form 2026 
 

Name:  _________________________________________________ Whānau:  _______________ 
 

 

Line  1 
First 1MAT 1SCI 1MUS 1DAN 

Back-up 1MAT 1SCI 1MUS 1DAN 

 

Line  2 
First 1HIST 1COM 1FOOD  

Back-up 1HIST 1COM 1FOOD  

 

Line  3 
First 1MAO 1OED 1DIGI 1TCH 

Back-up 1MAO 1OED 1DIGI 1TCH 

 

Line  4 
First 1ENG 1MAT 1HTH 1ART 

Back-up 1ENG 1MAT 1HTH 1ART 

 

Line  5 
First 1ENG 1GEO 1PED 1TCS 

Back-up 1ENG 1GEO 1PED 1TCS 

 

Line  6 
First 1ENG 1SCI 1SAM  

Back-up 1ENG 1SCI 1SAM  



Year 12 / Year 13  Course Selection Form 2026 
 

Name:  _________________________________________________ Whānau:  _______________ 
 

 

Line  1 
First 2GEO  23LSK 23STAT 3PED  

Back-up 2GEO 23LSK 23STAT 3PED  

 

Line  2 
First 2ENG 2PED 23TOU 3ENG  

Back-up 2ENG 2PED 23TO 3ENG  

 

Line  3 
First 23MUS 23DAN 23SCI 3OED  

Back-up 23MUS 23DAN 23SCI 3OED  

 

Line  4 
First 23HIST 23FNC 23DIGI 23TCH  

Back-up 23HIST 23FNC 23DIGI 23TCH  

 

Line  5 
First 2OED 23MAO 23ART 23HTH  

Back-up 2OED 23MAO 23ART 23HTH  

 

Line  6 
First 2ENG 23MAT 23LSK 23TCS 3GEO 

Back-up 2ENG 23MAT 23LSK 23TCS 3GEO 

 


