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Week 8 Term 3 3rd September 2025

Colin’s Korero

Book Character Parade:
To help celebrate the importance of reading and to conclude our
annual Book Fair, we held a “Book Character Parade” during our
assembly last Friday. Twenty finalists were selected before it was
announced that Kaylee Holder placed third, Xanthe Rolston-Dowd
placed third, and our winner was Kayden Raupita-Campbell.

Fordlands Community Centre Planting Day: Our Year 4 and 5
Student Councillors attended the native tree planting yesterday. The
students really enjoyed being able to help plant the trees right here
in our own community. There is great work being done by the
Fordlands Community Centre, with many hands making light work.

Westbrook Art Exhibition: Our first-ever “Westbrook School Art Exhibition” opens tomorrow, at 7.45
am and closes at 5 pm on Friday. You are welcome to visit this amazing display at any time throughout
either day. Entry is by gold coin donation, with the profits helping to offset the costs and to help with
Arts projects in 2026.

Year 6 Speech Finals:
Our Year 6 students took part in a Speech Competition over the past week.
The finalists presented their speeches to our senior school on Monday of
this week. Our winners were:
Third Place, Charlotte Brooks
Second Place, Amara Winiata
and our very proud winner was Tommy Flinn.

MIGS Gym Competition:

Congratulations to our amazing gymnastics students who took part in the MIG’s Gym Rotorua Primary
school Champs on Friday, August 22. We had a record number of entries this year, with almost 40
students participating. Our students did particularly well this year, with over half receiving certificates or
medals for their achievements.
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2025 Calendar of Events

Thurs 4th/Fri 5th Sept
Thurs 4th September
Friday 5th September
Tues 9th September
Wed 10th September
Wed 10th September
Thurs 11th September
Fri 12th September

Fri 12th September
Mon 15th-Fri 19th Sept
Tues 16th September
Fri 19th September

Fri 19th September

Fri 10th October

Mon 13th October
Thurs 16th October
Wed 22nd October
Fri 24th October
Mon 27th October
Sat 1st November
Tues 4th November
Wed 5th November
Thurs 6th November
Fri 7th November

Fri 7th November
Mon10th-Fri 14th Nov
Wed 12th-Fri 14th Nov
Tues 18th November
Fri 21st November

Fri 28th November
Mon 1st December
Mon 1st December

Fri 5th December
Mon 8th December

Wed 10th December
Fri 12th December

Term 3

Whole School Art Exhibition

Y1 Wharenui Visit

Y2 Wharenui Visit

Y3 Wharenui Visit

Y4 Wharenui Visit

BoT Election Day Poll Closes 4pm

Y5 Wharenui Visit

Whole School Assembly 11.30am - all welcome
Wacky Hair Day!

Y2 swimming lessons at the Aquatic Centre
Election Results Declared

Sausage Sizzle

Last day of Term 3

Term 4

Whole School Assembly 11.30am - all welcome
Teacher Only Day - Maths

NZ ShakeOut Day

Discos Junior 5.30-6.30 / Senior 7.00-8.00
Whole School Assembly 11.30am - all welcome
Labour Day

FOTS Car Boot Sale

BOP Rippa Finals

Senior Athletics Day

CBOP Orienteering

Whole School Assembly 11.30am - all welcome
Gumboot Friday

Year 4 and 5 Swimming Lessons

Year 6 Camp

Road Patrol Fun Day

Whole School Assembly 11.30am - all welcome
Senior Swimming Sports Day

CBOP Athletics (tbc)

Welcome for Rachel Weinberg (new Principal 2026)
at lpm

Certificates Assembly followed by a farewell cuppa
with Colin - community is welcome

Principal’s Awards Prizegiving - Junior & Senior
Year 6 Graduation - 5.45pm to 8.00pm

Last school day for 2025
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https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/login?shop=Westbrook%20School&service=sausage_sizzle




Calendar Art 2025

Exciting!! The art has been done, and has been sent off o Kids Art Works.
They will upload the art to their website
(the same process as last year).
As soon as it is ready, the website will be opened for orders - calendars,
cards, diaries, mouse mat and sketch pads.
Your child will receive an individual code to gain access.
This is a FOTS fundraising event.
We will keep you up to date.










Atua Wahine is a powerful musical and movement
piece that breathes life into the ancient narratives of
Maori goddesses. Directed and designed by Rangipo
Ihakara in collaboration with the New Zealand
Symphony Orchestra, this work brings together
female performers of all ages in a celebration of Atua
Wahine through Maori contemporary dance, classical
orchestration, and taonga puoro.

Student tickets: $22 (Matinees, excl fees)

Where: Sir Howard Morrison Centre - Sir Owen Glenn
Theatre

Themes: dance, theatre, singing, kapa haka, music,
te ao Maori, drama, performing.

Discount links:

Friday 12 September 11am
https://www.ticketmaster.co.nz/event/240062F6B5581
3E3?did=kura

Saturday 13 September 11am
https://www.ticketmaster.co.nz/event/240062F6B5581

3ES5?did=kura

More info

On Saturday, 6 September at 3 PM,
Rotorua International Stadium will host a
special rugby clash between
Fiji and Samoa.

We’d love for local tamariki and their whanau
to be part of it, so we're offering a $5
discount for school communities. Ticket
prices after the discount are:

e Adults: $15

e Children: $7.50

e Family of 4: $42

This will be a family-friendly afternoon out
with more than just the main game.
Local youth groups will have the chance to
perform and play on the field before the main
game, giving children a moment to shine and
setting the tone for a fun, lively day.
There’ll also be food stalls, music, and
activities to enjoy!
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Parking around the

school boundaries
We have some unhappy
‘neighbours’ around the school
boundaries. Attimes, they are
struggling to get INTO their own
driveways, particularly around
3pm, as cars are blocking the
entrance way. Please remember
that cars MUST NOT be parked
within 1 metre either side of a
driveway. We thank you for your
respect of others.

Going Home at 3pm

We have a problem at the moment with a
number of students returning to school after
3pm, either on bikes, scooters, skateboards etc.
The school is a busy place for teachers after
school, with meetings going on most days, as
well as parent meetings and onsite after
school care etc.

We respectfully request that once students go
home, that they do not come back until the
next day! There is no supervision after school,
and we have had some near misses with
children on bikes etc.

If your child has a sports practice, they need to
go home and come back at the appropriate
time.

SEESAW DIGITAL PORTFOLIOS

At Westbrook we use the Seesaw digital portfolio to share your child’s learning journey
with you. Please take the time to go on to it regularly and view or comment on your
child’s work. The children love to see their parents taking an interest in what they do at
school. Reporting to parents about their child’s progress and achievement is also done
through Seesaw. If you have not yet joined Seesaw, please do so as soon as possible.
Your child’s teacher can assist you with this if you need help.

We invite you to visit the SchoolDocs site at https://westbrook.schooldocs.co.nz. Our username is
"westbrook" and password "pomare". If you wish to review one of our Term 2 review topics, please

follow the instructions below.

SchoolDocs Instructions for
Reviewers

1. Follow the link to each policy.

2. Read the policy.

3. Click the red Policy Review icon at the
right-hand top corner of the page. A new

screen will appear.

4. Select your role (board member, staff member,
or parent/caregiver) from the drop-down list.

5. Enter your name.

6. Submit your ratings and comments.

If you don’t have internet access, the school office
staff can easily provide you with printed copies of
the policy and the review form.
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SCHOOL LUNCH OPTIONS

Order and pay for lunches online by 8.30am
It's simple all you need to do is register at www.lunchonline.co.nz

Beginners After School Art Classes
with Janet Keen

Enrolling NOW for Term 3 2025
Drawing, Painting, Mosaics.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
3.30pm to 4.30pm
and 4.35pm to 5.35pm
Small classes, friendly, safe, quiet,
organic environment.

From age 6 and upwards.
Enquiries welcome:

Phone 027 351 3887 or email
janet@jkeen.net.

374 Clayton Road
Rotorua.

SUSHI
(Mondays Only)

Supplied by Sushi Bar Haru

Every Monday, sushi is available for lunch
and is ordered and paid for on KINDO
or at the school office.

4 pieces of teriyaki chicken or salmon sushi
$5.00 a pack
Small Chicken Katsu or Teriyaki on Rice
$5.00
Large Katsu or Teriyaki on Rice

$7.00

Sushi will be delivered to the classroom
with the other lunches.
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Westbrook School Board of Trustees
Election Timetable

VOTING OPENS | Wednesday 13 August

ELECTION DAY | Wednesday 10 September

CLOSE POLL | 4pm on Wednesday 10 September

COUNT VOTES AND DECLARE RESULTS | Tuesday 16 September

BOARD TAKES OFFICE | Wednesday 17 September

VOTING UPDATE

Remember to Vote

There is still time for you to vote in
our School Board election.

We need 5 parent representatives to
join the Westbrook School Board.

Schooled have been appointed as
the Returning Officer for this election.

Voting instructions have been sent
out by the team at Election Pilot.

The clock is ticking.
Voting closes at 4pm on
Wednesday 10th September
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Reminder of our 'Rubbish’ policy

We will be encourage children to repack their plastic or

paper lunch wrappings, yoghurt containers, or

cardboard drink containers back into their lunch boxes and take them home.

This encourages more recycling and will limit our school's landfill waste.

We will also have containers for waste food scraps which we will either compost or use
to feed our worm farms.

Alert to all our Whanau

Ministry Parent Portal

This is an amazing new resource you might like to check out.

Lots of great ways to support your tamariki at home with their learning.

Clear indicators for the Year level your child is in and what to expect with the New Zealand
curriculum coverage.

It also gives you information around how schools manage attendance, learning support,
health, safety and well being as well as transition to school.

A wonderful new resource you might like to buy for your whanau.
Constable Viv shared this book with our staff and some classes during our
KOS sessions. We have since purchased some for our school.

You can buy these directly from the publisher.
mybodymytaonga@gmail.com

We got a wonderful message from the author ‘Thank you Westbrook
School, Rotorua for supporting body safety education for tamariki’ Nga
mihi Rosalind

Drop Off and Pick Up

The children have adapted to our safe system for dropping children at school and
picking them up after school. This is generally working well, however we still have some
concerns with drivers leaving cars unattended and parking in our drop off/pick up zone.
We appreciate your support with following our systems.

Please remind your children each day where you will be picking them up at 3pm.

The five Loading Zone spaces on Malfroy Road will remain available for parents to
safely drop off and pick up only. Staff will continue to supervise these sites until further
notice

Where possible, please encourage your children to get in and out of the car on
the footpath side, not the road side. Ensure your child is safely secured with their
seatbelt before leaving the car park areal/loading zone.
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