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Colin’s Korero

School Closed - Strike Action

You may have seen in the news that educators across Aotearoa are preparing to take part in a historic
national strike on Thursday, 23rd October. For the first time ever, principals, teachers, support staff, and
Ministry specialists will stand together to call for better support in schools, fair pay, and the resources
our tamariki need to thrive.

This action is about more than just pay. Health, education, and emergency services are the backbone of
our communities—and right now, they’re all underfunded and under-resourced. Our schools aren’t
struggling because of the people working in them. They’re struggling because the system isn’t being
properly invested in.

In education, real investment means having teacher aides in every classroom, valuing educators with
fair and secure work, upholding Te Tiriti o Waitangi, and protecting quality early childhood education.
These changes would make a huge difference—not just for our tamariki, but for the wellbeing of our
whole education system, and for those of us leading it.

At Westbrook School, our priority is always the safety and well-being of our students. On the day of
strike action, our kura will be closed for instruction, so we ask whanau to please make alternative
arrangements for your tamariki.

We know this may cause disruption, and we truly appreciate your understanding and support. This
decision hasn’t been made lightly—it reflects the seriousness of the challenges we’re facing in
education, and the urgent need for change.

Discos Tonight: This is a final reminder that we are hosting two Discos tonight, October 22, for our
students. The first, for children in Years 1 to 3, begins at 5.30 pm and ends at 6.30 pm. The Senior
Disco, for students in Years 4 to 6, begins at 7 pm and ends at 8 pm. All students must be dropped off
and picked up by an adult.



mailto:office@westbrook.school.nz
http://www.westbrook.school.nz

2025 Calendar of Events

Weds 22nd October

Thurs 23rd October
Fri 24th October

Mon 27th October
Sat Ist November
Tues 4th November
Wed 5th November
Thurs 6th November
Fri 7th November

Fri 7th November
Wed 12th-Fri 14th Nov
Thurs 13th November
Tues 18th November
Tues 18th November
Wed 19th November
Fri 21st November

Fri 21st November

Fri 28th November
Mon 1st December
Mon 1st December

Wed 3rd December
Fri 5th December
Mon 8th December

Wed 10th December
Thurs 11th December
Fri 12th December

Term 4

Disco - Juniors 5.30-6.30pm

Disco - Seniors 7.00pm - 8.00pm

School Closed Strike Action

Whole School Assembly 11.30am - all welcome
Labour Day

FOTS Community Garage Sale

BOP Rippa Finals

Senior Athletics Day

CBOP Orienteering

Whole School Assembly 11.30am - all welcome
Gumboot Friday

Year 6 Camp

Year 1 Family Picnic and Fun Day 11.30am - 1.00pm
Road Patrol Fun Day

Year 3 Maketu Trip

Year 5 Wax Works Museum

Whole School Assembly 11.30am - all welcome
Sausage Sizzle

Senior Swimmming Sports Day

CBOP Athletics (tbc)

Welcome for Rachel Weinberg (new Principal 2026)
at 11.30am (community is welcome)

Colin’s Farewell Assembly (community is welcome)
Certificates Assembly

Principal’s Awards Prizegiving - Junior 9.45am
& Senior 11.30

Year 6 Graduation - 5.45pm to 8.00pm
Westbrook Way Day

Last school day for 2025

Term1-2026

Mon 2nd February

Mon 11th May
Mon 10th August

First school day for 2026

Teacher Only Day - Maths PD Day 3 (Term 2)
Teacher Only Day - Maths PD Day 4 (Term 3)



https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/login?shop=Westbrook%20School&service=sausage_sizzle

DISCO
Wednesday 22nd October

Westbrook School Students ONLY
Juniors 5.30-6.30pm

Seniors 7.00pm - 8.00pm (Only Year 4-6)
Entry $2
Hamburgers, drinks, lollies and glo products for
sale.
Please contact the office if you are able to
assist with sales on the night.

Disco Glo Product
Food and Drinks Necklaces $2.00
Glow Ties $4.00

Hair Extensions$3.00
Foam Sticks $4.00

Lolly Bags $1.00
Freddo Frogs $1.00
Chocolate Bars ~ $200

(Moro, Crunchie, Twirl, Perky Nana) R\ﬂgS $ZOO
Chupa Chups ~ $1.00 Glow stick bracelets
Rzzy Drinks ~ $200 S tor $1

Water $2.00 Puffer Balls $3.00

Burgers $400 Glasses $300



https://clubspark.kiwi/RotoruaTennisClub
mailto:rotoruajuniors@gmail.com

School Closed TOMORROW
Thursday 23rd October

Thursday 23rd October




All
Library Books
and
School Reading
books
Need to be
returned by
Friday 21st
November.

Loud Shirt Day

Thank you for your donations

We raised

$314.50

for
The Hearing House
and the
Southern Cochlear Implant
Programme



https://raceroster.com/events/2025/96861/legend-of-the-peaks

FOTS Community Garage Sale

Saturday 1st November, 8am - 11am
Westbrook School Hall

This is your chance to clean out at home and make a bit of money!
Book and pay for a table at the school office prior to Friday 24th October -
$20 per table- this money goes to the school.

On the day, you keep all the profits from what you sell.
Families are responsible for setting up their stall, pricing their own items
and taking away all unsold items with them at the end.

(Set up will be from 7am in the morning.)

Each seller will also need to arrange their own float.
Anything can be sold, except food and drink.

Don’t miss out - limited tables available
Return form below or email Angela - donlona@westbrook.school.nz

2025 Community Garage Sale Registration Form

Child’s Name Room No

Parent’s Name

Email Address Phone Number

Sunhats

During Term 1 and 4 all children need a sunhat with a brim at school every day.

In keeping with our Sunsmart policy, they wear hats when outside and if they do not
have one, will be directed to sit in the shade at break times.

We have sun hats in our house colours for sale at through KINDO for $15 each.
Please also ensure your child has sunscreen on before they come to school and if you
wish them to reapply it during the day, please make sure they have it with them in their
school bag.

Alert to all our Whanau

Ministry Parent Portal

This is an amazing new resource you might like to check out.

Lots of great ways to support your tamariki at home with their learning.

Clear indicators for the Year level your child is in and what to expect with the New Zealand
curriculum coverage.

It also gives you information around how schools manage attendance, learning support,
health, safety and well being as well as transition to school.



mailto:westbrook@kellyclub.co.nz
https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/login?shop=Westbrook%20School&service=pizza_lunch_orders_fundraiser_
http://www.kidsartworks.com
mailto:donlona@westbrook.school.nz
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Gg7qNHW_eMbmWObeuPNVDqAE9RNVGBVXvGZiWM7h9_U&m=oLjuYDgr_iBVOU51gIC0YK3fkBUe2XRXs-7nMsx6MojaNwVtwkcE6q9_rK7fgcP4&s=JxIpbw-m9h_PgKmhVax_epoaHHZQj3FbX3JBBdmK80M&e=
https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/login?shop=Westbrook%20School&service=sun_hats
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal

Beginners After school Art Classes
With Janet Keen enrolling NOW for term 4 and for 2026.
Drawing, Painting, Mosaics.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm and 4.35pm to 5.35pm.
One hour accelerated creativity opportunities. Small classes, friendly, safe, quiet,
organic environment. From age 6 and upwards.
All Enquiries welcome:
Ph Janet Keen 027 351 3887 or email janet@jkeen.net.374 Clayton Road Rotorua.

Drop Off and Pick Up
The children have adapted to our safe system for dropping children at school and
picking them up after school. This is generally working well, however we still have
some concerns with drivers leaving cars unattended (or double parked on the road)
and others parking in our drop off/pick up zone. We appreciate your support with
following our systems, for the safety of all concerned.

Please remind your children each day where you will be picking them up at 3pm.

The five Loading Zone spaces on Malfroy Road will remain available for parents to
safely drop off and pick up only. Staff will continue to supervise these sites until
further notice

Where possible, please encourage your children to get in and out of the car on
the footpath side, not the road side. Ensure your child is safely secured with
their seatbelt before leaving the car park area/loading zone.



mailto:mybodymytaonga@gmail.com

Kids Can Ball 2025
Handball-a-thon

Westbrook School has signed up to be a part of this event.
We are a Kids Can School,
they have supported us for many years.

It is time for us to give back.
If your child is keen to participate,
sign them up on the KidsCanBall website
and link their account to our school.



https://www.kidscanball.org.nz/home?lightbox=/register-options

Get your tickets now from
Ticketmaster



https://www.ticketmaster.co.nz/we-will-rock-you-tickets/artist/2591600







Parking around the

school boundaries
We have some unhappy
‘neighbours’ around the school
boundaries. Attimes, they are
struggling to get INTO their own
driveways, particularly around
3pm, as cars are blocking the
entrance way. Please remember
that cars MUST NOT be parked
within 1 metre either side of a
driveway. We thank you for your
respect of others.

Going Home at 3pm

We have a problem at the moment with a
number of students returning to school after
3pm, either on bikes, scooters, skateboards etc.
The school is a busy place for teachers after
school, with meetings going on most days, as
well as parent meetings and onsite after
school care etc.

We respectfully request that once students go
home, that they do not come back until the
next day! There is no supervision after school,
and we have had some near misses with
children on bikes etc.

If your child has a sports practice, they need to
go home and come back at the appropriate
time.

SEESAW DIGITAL PORTFOLIOS

At Westbrook we use the Seesaw digital portfolio to share your child’s learning journey
with you. Please take the time to go on to it regularly and view or comment on your
child’s work. The children love to see their parents taking an interest in what they do at
school. Reporting to parents about their child’s progress and achievement is also done
through Seesaw. If you have not yet joined Seesaw, please do so as soon as possible.
Your child’s teacher can assist you with this if you need help.

We invite you to visit the SchoolDocs site at https://westbrook.schooldocs.co.nz. Our username is
"westbrook" and password "pomare". If you wish to review one of our Term 2 review topics, please

follow the instructions below.

SchoolDocs Instructions for
Reviewers

1. Follow the link to each policy.

2. Read the policy.

3. Click the red Policy Review icon at the
right-hand top corner of the page. A new

screen will appear.

4. Select your role (board member, staff member,
or parent/caregiver) from the drop-down list.

5. Enter your name.

6. Submit your ratings and comments.

If you don’t have internet access, the school office
staff can easily provide you with printed copies of
the policy and the review form.



https://westbrook.schooldocs.co.nz/Logon.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://westbrook.schooldocs.co.nz




SCHOOL LUNCH OPTIONS

Order and pay for lunches online by 8.30am
It's simple all you need to do is register at www.lunchonline.co.nz

e Always remember to press “Submit”
once you have completed your order

e “Transactions” will show all your
top-ups and purchases

e Remember to check the cut off time for
your providers. To view cut-off times
and menus — go to “Menus” under
“Families” on the Home Page

If your child is unwell or can't attend school, log
onto Lunchonline, click on to the order for this
day-you will see a cancel button. This must be
done before the providers cut off time for
ordering (most providers are 9am on the day of
delivery, but some vary - check with your
school).

SUSHI
Mondays Onl

Supplied by Sushi Bar Haru

Every Monday, sushi is available for lunch
and is ordered and paid for on KINDO
or at the school office.

4 pieces of teriyaki chicken or salmon sushi
$5.00 a pack
Small Chicken Katsu or Teriyaki on Rice
$5.00
Large Katsu or Teriyaki on Rice

$7.00

Sushi will be delivered to the classroom
with the other lunches.



https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/q2.shtml?shop=Westbrook%20School&service=sushi_lunch_orders
http://www.lunchonline.co.nz/
http://www.lunchonline.co.nz

Click here to read



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__issue2509.totstoteens.co.nz_&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=bdvkNwITEH7zTEvL1ZOpkpH7RvoWI9Nb6Rz2sc5LRmc&m=P3nMVy1oaAgFZ0bG5X9zq0LGHSX2HzFel6ihMseeL4XIRxxXWZLenagTi7IK25r_&s=Dd4NU0uzmTjgG9zmUH_9XgcEMU0yGrgt-kNALCCOEj8&e=




