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Week 9 Term 4 3 December 2025

Colin’s Korero

Ahurei: Our senior Kapa Haka roopu performed on Thursday night, last week, at the Sir Howard
Morrison Convention Centre, as part of this year's Ahurei.Their performance was one of the best we
have had the privilege to watch. | particularly appreciate that they dedicated the performance to me.
Rachel Weinberg's Whakatau: We had a wonderful welcome for our new Principal, Rachel Weinberg,
on Monday of this week. The hall was packed with Westbrook tamariki, staff, whanau, past staff
members, as well as the whole of Ngakuru school, their staff and members of their community. Many
thanks to Brian Mohi, our Kaumatua, for overseeing the proceedings. | am confident that Rachel felt the
warmth of our Westbrook welcome.

Property Upgrades over the holidays: Our existing turf is being replaced. The turf will be uplifted and
removed, beginning on December 15. After Christmas, the new turf will be laid. We are also getting 6
new Shade Sails erected around the school over the summer break. Likewise, some of the drains in the
Junior area of the school will be replaced. If you intend to come into the school for recreational purposes
over this time, please be aware of the health and safety issues associated with the projects.

Principal’s Farewell: There was an official farewell for me on Tuesday of this week, as the outgoing
Principal. | very much appreciate the number of parents, whanau, ex-staff and past parents who attended
this occasion. | am humbled and very moved by the words of appreciation | received, and the beautiful
taonga | was presented with.

Certificates Assembly: The first of our End-Of-Year official Assemblies kicks off this Friday.

Children who have served the school in one or more of the many service areas this year will be
honoured. These include, Road Patrollers, Students Councillors, Compost Monitors, Breakfast Club
helpers, Sound Technicians, Dynamos, House Captains, Librarians, members of the Tuakana Team,

or in Kapa Haka.

Sewing Club

Here is a montage of photos from this
term's Sewing Club.

Well done, guys!
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2025 Calendar of Events

Wed 3rd December
Wed 3rd December
Thurs 4th December
Thurs 4th December
Fri 5th December

Mon 8th December

Tues 9th December

Wed 10th December
Wed 10th December
Thurs 11th December
Fri 12th December

We are collecting Fill the bus’ donations until 3pm today

Term 4

CBOP Athletics (cancelled)

Last day for fill the bus donations

Y4 Fun Day

Y2 Blue Lake Trip

Certificates Assemblies

(10-10.55 and 11.30-1.00)

Principal’s Awards Prizegiving -

Junior 9.45am & Senior 11.30

Year 6 Fun Day

Year 5 Fun Day

Year 6 Graduation - 5.45pm to 8.00pm
Westbrook Way Day

Last school day for 2025 - 12 noon Finish

Term1-2026

Mon 2nd February
Fri 6th February
Mon 11th May

Mon 10th August

First school day for 2026
Waitangi Day - School Closed

Teacher Only Day - Maths PD Day 3 (Term 2)
Teacher Only Day - Maths PD Day 4 (Term 3)

School Reading Book Amnesty

Please have a check at home for any Westbrook Reading and
Library Books - there are still a number out. We would really
appreciate them being returned. All books can be placed in the

green box in the office anonymously. Thank you for your support

with this.




Break In Todazl at Westbrook.

We had a sad start to the day with the break in of our shed this morning.
We lost sausages, meat patties, sausage rolls, 100 ice blocks and a heap
of fudge (made by one of our wonderful parents). If you hear anything,
please let us know.

HOWEVER, we have been blown away by the sheer number of
community members offering to donate/bake/replace or just give cash to
help us make sure the kids don’t miss out.

And they won’t! We ourselves will cover what has been taken. The Team
Fun Days, and our Westbrook Way Day, will still go ahead.

Again, thank you so much for your kind support.

Our community is generous and we thank you.

Term 4 Touch Congratulations

Last night was the finals.

Westbrook Pomare Girls & Freezing Hot Boys
Touch Teams both won their competitions.

Both games were really close.

The girls had to go to extra time and managed to come away with the win.
Fantastic work to the players, coaches and families who have supported
our senior teams on Tuesday afternoons.

The Westbrook Way was shown by all our players




Farewell to 2025!

Early Finish on December 12th

Please make a note of the final day of school for 2025:

e Last Day: Friday, December 12th.

e Early Finish: We will be wrapping up the year a little earlier that day
at 12:00 pm. (This gives our hard-working teachers a chance to
enjoy a well-deserved Christmas lunch!)

e Pick-up Time: We kindly ask that all students are collected by 12:15
pm, as we will have no staff on site after 12:30 pm.

We appreciate your understanding and cooperation with these plans!

Getting Ready for 2026:

Stationery!
$30.00 per child

this has been added to your KINDO

We're making a few exciting changes to stationery for the 2026 school year to ensure every
student gets off to the best possible start!

e Ready on Day One: All student stationery will now be issued directly to classroom
teachers before the school year begins. This means all learners will have their books
and resources ready to go from the very first bell!

e Easier on the Pocket: By doing this, we're also able to bring our stationery pricing
down even further.

e Simple Payment Options: You can pay for stationery starting from 1st December via
KINDO or with cash/Eftpos at the school office. You can choose to pay up front or set
up a handy Automatic Payment on KINDO to spread the cost throughout the first
term.

A Quick Note on Book Bags: Because so many of our wonderful students already have book
bags from previous years, we are trying something new! If your child in Year 2 and up needs a
new book bag, you can purchase it separately on KINDO.

Need a Sunhat or Headphones? You can easily purchase Sunhats and Headphones on
KINDO, too! We'll make sure they are delivered straight to your child in their classroom.




New Staff 2026

Kia ora, my name is Hayley Mannington. | am returning
to Westbrook School after living and teaching in Tasman,
Nelson for the last two years. | was previously in the
Year Six Team at Westbrook from 2016-2023, and the
Acting Team Leader in 2023. | am looking forward to
returning to the kura that | was educated in as a young
girl, and my hometown of Rotorua.

You will find me in the Year Five Team.

Kia ora tatou, I'm excited to be joining the fabulous
Westbrook Year S Team in 2026.

Originally from New Plymouth, Rotorua has been home
for the past 17 years. My husband, JP, and | have two
children, James and Lucy, both in their early years of
tertiary stuady.

Being active outdoors is my happy place - we are so
lucky having the forest on our doorstep. Previously, I've
enjoyed being part of my children’s school’s PTA’s — it’s
a great way to understand how school works, get to
know other families and teachers, and a practical way of
supporting the community and our tamariki. | believe
school should be an inclusive, fun and welcoming space
where tamariki and whanau feel comfortable to learn,
connect and play together. Looking forward to sharing
our learning journey in 2026.

Nga mihi nui Lizzy Gaston, aka Mrs G

Kia ora, | am Whaea Libbee and | am really looking forward to
starting at Westbrook Primary School. | have three children, all of
whom have attended Westbrook, so the school holds a very special
place in our family.

Before coming to Westbrook, | taught Year | at Western Heights
Primary School. My family and | have lived in Rotorua for the past
six years, and we love being so close to the outdoors. You will
often find us mountain biking, swimming, or walking around our
beautiful city.

This year, | am especially excited to be teaching structured
literacy and writing, as these are real passions of mine. | also love
art and creative outlets and can’t wait to see the wonderful ideas
our tamariki bring to life.

| am excited to be joining the Year 2 team in 2026!



We are collecting Fill the bus’ donations until 3pm today

LOST PROPERTY
IT MUST BELONG TO SOMEONE!

All items will be on display outside the library on fine days until
Friday 5th December

Please come and check if any of it belongs to your child.
All items left on Monday 8th December will be washed
& donated to charity.

PLEASE name your child’s clothing.
Named items will be returned to students.



https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/login?shop=Westbrook%20School&service=sausage_sizzle







Our amazing mural, by Mark Noble!










SCHOOL LUNCH OPTIONS

Order and pay for lunches online by 8.30am
It's simple all you need to do is register at www.lunchonline.co.nz

e Always remember to press “Submit”
once you have completed your order

e “Transactions” will show all your
top-ups and purchases

e Remember to check the cut off time for
your providers. To view cut-off times
and menus — go to “Menus” under
“Families” on the Home Page

If your child is unwell or can't attend school, log
onto Lunchonline, click on to the order for this
day-you will see a cancel button. This must be
done before the providers cut off time for
ordering (most providers are 9am on the day of
delivery, but some vary - check with your
school).

SUSHI
Mondays Onl

Supplied by Sushi Bar Haru

Every Monday, sushi is available for lunch
and is ordered and paid for on KINDO
or at the school office.

4 pieces of teriyaki chicken or salmon sushi
$5.00 a pack
Small Chicken Katsu or Teriyaki on Rice
$5.00
Large Katsu or Teriyaki on Rice

$7.00

Sushi will be delivered to the classroom
with the other lunches.



https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/q2.shtml?shop=Westbrook%20School&service=sushi_lunch_orders
http://www.lunchonline.co.nz/
http://www.lunchonline.co.nz




Parking around the

school boundaries
We have some unhappy
‘neighbours’ around the school
boundaries. Attimes, they are
struggling to get INTO their own
driveways, particularly around
3pm, as cars are blocking the
entrance way. Please remember
that cars MUST NOT be parked
within 1 metre either side of a
driveway. We thank you for your
respect of others.

Going Home at 3pm

We have a problem at the moment with a
number of students returning to school after
3pm, either on bikes, scooters, skateboards etc.
The school is a busy place for teachers after
school, with meetings going on most days, as
well as parent meetings and onsite after
school care etc.

We respectfully request that once students go
home, that they do not come back until the
next day! There is no supervision after school,
and we have had some near misses with
children on bikes etc.

If your child has a sports practice, they need to
go home and come back at the appropriate
time.

SEESAW DIGITAL PORTFOLIOS

At Westbrook we use the Seesaw digital portfolio to share your child’s learning journey
with you. Please take the time to go on to it regularly and view or comment on your
child’s work. The children love to see their parents taking an interest in what they do at
school. Reporting to parents about their child’s progress and achievement is also done
through Seesaw. If you have not yet joined Seesaw, please do so as soon as possible.
Your child’s teacher can assist you with this if you need help.

We invite you to visit the SchoolDocs site at https://westbrook.schooldocs.co.nz. Our username is
"westbrook" and password "pomare". If you wish to review one of our Term 2 review topics, please

follow the instructions below.

SchoolDocs Instructions for
Reviewers

1. Follow the link to each policy.

2. Read the policy.

3. Click the red Policy Review icon at the
right-hand top corner of the page. A new

screen will appear.

4. Select your role (board member, staff member,
or parent/caregiver) from the drop-down list.

5. Enter your name.

6. Submit your ratings and comments.

If you don’t have internet access, the school office
staff can easily provide you with printed copies of
the policy and the review form.



https://westbrook.schooldocs.co.nz/Logon.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://westbrook.schooldocs.co.nz

Click here to read



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__issue2509.totstoteens.co.nz_&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=bdvkNwITEH7zTEvL1ZOpkpH7RvoWI9Nb6Rz2sc5LRmc&m=P3nMVy1oaAgFZ0bG5X9zq0LGHSX2HzFel6ihMseeL4XIRxxXWZLenagTi7IK25r_&s=Dd4NU0uzmTjgG9zmUH_9XgcEMU0yGrgt-kNALCCOEj8&e=






