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KIDS ART WORKS 
FUNDRAISER

Over the next few weeks, our 
students will be completing art work 
for our calendar fundraiser. 
You will be sent home an order form 
this week. Calendars, greeting cards, 
diaries and mouse pads will be 
available for purchase, all featuring 
your child’s art on them.These make 
great Christmas gifts for relatives.

The last day for payment
Is Friday 30 October.

No late orders will be taken. 

From
 the

FOTS (Friends of the School) meeting
Tomorrow night we have our FOTs AGM.  
Our FOTs committee is a small group of 
parents and whānau who work quietly 
behind the scenes to organise events to 
help raise money for our school. The big 
event each year that they organise and 
run is our annual gala. Thanks also to 
FOTS , who run regular discos and 
sausage sizzles.  We are really keen for 
our FOTS whānau to expand. We are 
keen for more parents or whānau 
members to join our team and to help 
with these and other fundraising 
opportunities over the next few months. If 
you or other family members are keen to 
join us, please come along to our meeting 
tomorrow being held, at 6.30 pm, in our 
school staffroom. We would love to see 
you!

Colin’s Kōrero

Principal's Awards assemblies: Many thanks 
to all the parents and whānau who attended one 
or both of our Principals award assemblies on 
Monday of this week. The students and staff 
were very appreciative of the level of support 
shown to each recipient when they were 
awarded their certificates. A huge 
congratulations to Roni Makiha and Kayson 
Hunt for winning the Principals' Shield for 2025

My last Words: This is my final Korero for 
2025 and for my career in education. My 
nearly 50 years in education has been a 
journey of ups and downs, but I would not 
change it for the world. Teaching is, without 
doubt, the most amazing career anyone can 
work in, and my last 18 years here at 
Westbrook have been filled with joyful 
memories. I thank you all, staff, students 
and our Westbrook community for 
everything that you each have contributed 
to ensuring that my time here has been so 
satisfying. Bring on the fishing, gardening, 
and the odd round of golf
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Westbrook Drop Off Zone Trial Communication
We are going to trial a safer drop-off and pick-up for students from the beginning of next year. We hope 
that it will:

● create a traffic flow that is easier for kids to predict, therefore safer.
● create a loading zone for students that is safe and effective.

We will be using line marking and flexible sticks to:
● mark off the drop-off zone.
● mark out a new mobility park.

The 'Drop-off/Pick-up' zone will be closed in the afternoon until 3.00 pm.
At 3.00 pm, the cones will be removed, and the drop-off zone will be open for a
drive-through pick-up only. A staff member will be on duty to help your child and you with this
new process. If your child is not ready, please exit the zone and either park down the road or go around 
the block. Please park down the road if you arrive early, or if you have older students, delay your arrival 
till 3.10 pm. We are working closely with the Rotorua Lakes Council transport team to ensure we get 
this right.
We understand that before and after school times are busy for everyone, especially so for working 
parents and those children who are just starting school. We acknowledge that altering morning and 
afternoon routines can be stressful for families, and you may need to do this. But the way children are 
being picked up now is unsafe.
We will be giving this a trial for a few weeks and will make changes for safety as needed. Please be 
patient and open to change, which is for the benefit of our tamariki.
Alternative drop-off zone: Our Malfroy Rd entrance gets very busy. Using the carpark behind the 
Challenge service station is a great alternative drop-off point. There is a shortcut from here to Memphis 
place. We also encourage you to look for other alternatives that will work for you and your family.



2025 Calendar of Events 
Term 4

Wed 10th December Year 5 Fun Day
Wed 10th December Year 6 Graduation - 5.45pm to 8.00pm
Thurs 11th December Westbrook Way Day
Fri 12th December Last school day for 2025 - 12 noon Finish

Term 1 - 2026
Mon 2nd February First school day for 2026
Fri 6th February Waitangi Day - School Closed
Mon 11th May Teacher Only Day - Maths PD Day 3 (Term 2)
Mon 10th August Teacher Only Day - Maths PD Day 4 (Term 3)

Reminder of our 
Rubbish policy

We are encouraging children to repack their plastic or paper 
lunch wrappings, yogurt containers, or cardboard drink 
containers back into their lunch boxes and take them home. 
This encourages more recycling and will limit our school's 
landfill waste. 
We also have containers for waste food scraps which we will 
either compost or use to feed our worm farms.

Our next School Assembly will take place 
this Friday 10th October
in the school hall, starting at 11:30 am.
You are more than welcome to join us,
and see how we celebrate success.

BIKING & SCOOTER RULES @ WESTBROOK
Year 5 and 6 students ONLY are permitted to ride bikes to school. This is due to the nature of the roads 
around the school. Please see the office for a Bike Licence, then hand this in to Mrs Barrett. 
Students MUST WEAR A HELMET, bike locks must be used, and students need to agree to the rules in the 
above licence, which is signed by parents.
Students from other year levels may now bring scooters to school. For safety reasons, helmets are 
required. Scooters must be parked at the bike racks and are not to be used during the school day.

All bikes and scooters are brought to school at your own risk. 

Our next School Assembly will take place This Friday 21st November
in the school hall, starting at 11:30 am.
You are more than welcome to join us,
and see how we celebrate success.

Remember to wear your House Colours!

School Reading Book Amnesty

Please have a check at home for any Westbrook Reading and 
Library Books - there are still a number out. We would really 

appreciate them being returned. All books can be placed in the 
green box in the office anonymously. Thank you for your support 

with this.
Farewell to 2025! 

Early Finish on December 12th

Please make a note of the final day of school for 2025:

● Last Day: Friday, December 12th.
● Early Finish: We will be wrapping up the year a little earlier that day 

at 12:00 pm. (This gives our hard-working teachers a chance to 
enjoy a well-deserved Christmas lunch!)

● Pick-up Time: We kindly ask that all students are collected by 12:15 
pm, as we will have no staff on site after 12:30 pm.

We appreciate your understanding and cooperation with these plans!



Getting Ready for 2026: 
Stationery!

$30.00 per child 
this has been added to your KINDO

We're making a few exciting changes to stationery for the 2026 school year to ensure every 
student gets off to the best possible start!

● Ready on Day One: All student stationery will now be issued directly to classroom 
teachers before the school year begins. This means all learners will have their books 
and resources ready to go from the very first bell!

● Easier on the Pocket: By doing this, we're also able to bring our stationery pricing down 
even further.

● Simple Payment Options: You can pay for stationery starting from 1st December via 
KINDO or with cash/Eftpos at the school office. You can choose to pay up front or set 
up a handy Automatic Payment on KINDO to spread the cost throughout the first term.

A Quick Note on Book Bags: Because so many of our wonderful students already have book 
bags from previous years, we are trying something new! If your child in Year 2 and up needs a 
new book bag, you can purchase it separately on KINDO.

Need a Sunhat or Headphones? You can easily purchase Sunhats and Headphones on KINDO, 
too! We'll make sure they are delivered straight to your child in their classroom.

Amjazz - Pandora’s Box
Congratulations to the 
Westbrook students and 
teachers (Whaea Molly 
& Mrs Wade) who 
performed in the Amjazz 
show Pandora's Box last 
Saturday. There were 
several award winners 
from Westbrook School 
including dance 
scholarship awards, and 
also top marks in NZ 
recipients.
You all shone on stage!



SPORTS NEWS

WESTBROOK INDOOR BOWLS CLUB
Westbrook School Hall
Thursday Nights 7 PM
Come & ‘have a go’.
All ages welcome
Mat fee $3.00 Under 12 free 
Coaching available
Contact:  Karen 07 3480408
OR:  0273006259

Hockey News
Week 5 Players of the Day 
Westbrook Blue - Zoe McCann
Westbrook Yellow - Tommy Flinn
Westbrook Falcons - Delilah Meek

Sports Photos

.

Westbrook Touch Rugby Teams
Thank you to all the coaches and managers who have volunteered their time to support our 

eight Touch Teams this term. The children are enjoying their games and are showing the 
Westbrook Way on the field. We have had mixed results in the grading rounds. The competition 
rounds begin this week and continue for the following two weeks. There are no games on the 
11th and 12th March. The semifinals and finals will be held on 25th and 26th March.  If these 

dates change all teams will be notified. 

Touch and Futsal have finished 
Please return all uniforms as soon

as your have played your last game.Year 3 Bumblebees

The Yr3 Bumblebees played 
so well over the year. 
They made the semi finals 
and played a fabulous game 
against Malfroy, who were 
the victors.  
Well done all of you.

Touch Teams’ Success

Year 1/2 Utuhina

It's been a really good 
season for our Year 1/2 
team. 
They were the runners up in  
last night’s finals. 
A great result. 
Big thanks to Lah Kiel for 
being an awesome 
manager.



Kia ora, my name is Hayley Mannington. I am returning 
to Westbrook School after living and teaching in Tasman, 
Nelson for the last two years. I was previously in the 
Year Six Team at Westbrook from 2016-2023, and the 
Acting Team Leader in 2023.  I am looking forward to 
returning to the kura that I was educated in as a young 
girl, and my hometown of Rotorua. 
You will find me in the Year Five Team. 

New Staff 2026

Kia ora tatou, I’m excited to be joining the fabulous 
Westbrook Year 5 Team in 2026. 
Originally from New Plymouth, Rotorua has been home 
for the past 17 years. My husband, JP, and I have two 
children, James and Lucy, both in their early years of 
tertiary study.
Being active outdoors is my happy place - we are so 
lucky having the forest on our doorstep. Previously, I’ve 
enjoyed being part of my children’s school’s PTA’s – it’s 
a great way to understand how school works, get to 
know other families and teachers, and a practical way of 
supporting the community and our tamariki. I believe 
school should be an inclusive, fun and welcoming space 
where tamariki and whanau feel comfortable to learn, 
connect and play together. Looking forward to sharing 
our learning journey in 2026. 
Ngā mihi nui Lizzy Gaston, aka Mrs G

Kia ora, I am Whaea Libbee and I am really looking forward to 
starting at Westbrook Primary School. I have three children, all of 
whom have attended Westbrook, so the school holds a very special 
place in our family.
Before coming to Westbrook, I taught Year 1 at Western Heights 
Primary School. My family and I have lived in Rotorua for the past 
six years, and we love being so close to the outdoors. You will 
often find us mountain biking, swimming, or walking around our 
beautiful city.
This year, I am especially excited to be teaching structured 
literacy and writing, as these are real passions of mine. I also love 
art and creative outlets and can’t wait to see the wonderful ideas 
our tamariki bring to life.
I am excited to be joining the Year 2 team in 2026! 














