
PRINCIPAL’S PANUI
Kia ora e te whānau,

As Term 2 comes to a close, we take a moment to reflect on what has been an
action-packed, engaging, and fulfilling term here at Lake Rotoiti School. The energy
across our kura has been high, with students and staff involved in a wide variety of
activities, excursions, and learning opportunities that continue to grow both hearts
and minds.

Our Term 2:
Manual Technology (Friday 2 May): Our senior students enjoyed their hands-on
sessions at Manual, developing valuable skills and showcasing creativity and
perseverance.

BFT Careers Program (1, 8, 15, and 22 May): The Waitangi Class engaged with
this awesome initiative, learning about different career pathways and what it takes
to succeed in the workforce.

Rotorua Public Library Trips: Both Waitangi and Otari Classes took part in library
visits (5 and 12 May), developing a love for reading and research in a new
learning environment.

Student-Led Conferences (7 May): A huge thank you to all whānau who came
along. These conferences were a proud moment for students to share their
progress and goals — your support makes all the difference.

Iti Kahurangi Project (12–16 May): New Carpet laying in A Block.

Math's TOD (13 May): Teachers participated in professional learning to
strengthen our teaching of numeracy and support learner progress across the
school.

Firewood Fundraiser - Thank you to Krystal and Matu who coordinated this
fundraising event.

PB4L (29–30 May): As part of our ongoing Positive Behavior for Learning journey,
staff continued building knowledge around proactive strategies to enhance
behavior and learning outcomes schoolwide.

We had 3 students represent Lake Rotoma School at the Central Bay of Plenty
Cross Country. Big Ups to Shayne Hepi- 8yrs, Keila Le Lievre - 10yrs, Zarkaayis
Nathan - 11yr
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Looking Ahead

Although we’re almost at the finish line, the final few days of term still have some
exciting things happening:

Thursday 26 June - BFT Careers ‘/ Waitangi Class
Friday 27 June - Last Day of School / School at Rotorua Aquatic Centre

Our Tamariki will be going to the Aquatics on the last day of School for Term 2, Details
follow:
-Leave school at 9:00am Return to school at 1:30pm
-Please pack
Towel
Togs
Bag for wet clothes
-Tamariki are able to wear mufti.
Note: The kura will only be paying for our Tamariki, if you wish to come you are more
than welcome to at your own cost.

School finishes Friday 27 June, 2:30pm.

Special Acknowledgements

We would like to take a moment to acknowledge some of our amazing staff members
whose efforts often go beyond the everyday:

💙 He mihi nui ki a Whaea Hayley for securing funding to establish our very own
Sensory Room, opening in Term 3. This new space will provide a calm, supportive
environment for our ākonga who need a little extra time and space during the day. Ngā
mihi for your vision and persistence!

💙 He mihi aroha ki a Whaea Mel, who consistently advocates for the positive vibes and
strengths of Lake Rotoma School in the wider community. Your passion and mahi have
helped bring in new enrolments and grow our kura whānau — we are so grateful.

💙 He mihi motuhake ki a Whaea Erlyn for always going above and beyond for our
tamariki — your dedication, care, and aroha are felt every single day.
Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou. We are lucky to have such strong, compassionate, and
committed kaimahi in our kura.

We wish you all a safe and restful break ahead. Term 3 is shaping up to be another
fantastic journey, and we look forward to seeing everyone back, refreshed and ready to
go!

Ngā mihi nui,
TeAroha Wihapi
 Principal

Na to rourou, na taku rourou, ka ora ai tatou.
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WHAEA HAYLEY

Kia ora e te whanau,

Well, we are nearly at the end of a
fantastic term. We are leaning into
our Matariki celebrations.
Yesterday we had a visit from Ken
Blackman of Astronomy Rotorua.
He was able to show us that stars
are still in our sky in the daytime
even though we can't see them
because the sun is shining
(remember the sun is a big star).
He built upon our Solar System
knowledge from last year. He
answered all of our science brain
questions in tamariki language so
everyone could understand and
sparked wonder in quite a few of
us. We talked about scale and
measurement and amazing
concepts like spaghettification! 

We have also learnt how
navigators used the stars to travel
in waka from Hawaiki to Aotearoa,
we have studied Nikau Hindin who
is reviving acute (tapa cloth) in
New Zealand. Right this minute
Shayne is even writing her a letter. 

This week I've started the
installation of our sensory/calming
space which is a beautiful addition
to our school.
I continue to absolutely love my job
at the best school in Aotearoa.

Love from Whaea Hayley

OTARI CLASSROOM

waitangi CLASSROOM

MANA WAY AWARDS

This week

This week's mana way awards go to
our talented Tamariki who have been
using our school values in their day-
to-day activities and for all their hard

work they have been doing in their
classrooms. Keep up the good mahi

our superstars. 



Na to rourou, na taku rourou, ka ora ai tatou.

Our Otari class
entered into a

competition and
got this amazing
book as a prize

for entering

Our tamariki
doing son

learning with
Matua Ken about
the solar system

Our new sensory
room coming
along nicely

thanks to Whaea
Hayley. This will
be a new area

for our Tamariki
to enjoy.



2025 School term
dates

Na to rourou, na taku rourou, ka ora ai tatou.

term 1

term 4term 3

term 2
Wed 28th Jan- Fri 11th April

Term Start and End date
Mon 20th - Tues 21st Jan 

Teachers Call back days
Mon 27th Jan

Auckland Anniversary
(Public holiday)

Wed 29th Jan
School opens for everyone

Thurs 6th February 
Waitangi Day (Public Holiday)

Friday 21st March
Teachers only day (No school)

Mon 28th April - Fri 27th
June

Term Start and End date
Friday 16th May

Teachers Only day (No
school)

Monday 2nd June
King’s birthday (Public
Holiday)

Friday 20th June
Matariki Day (Public Holiday)

Friday 27  Juneth

Aquatics day & Last day of
school

Mon 6th October -
Thurs 11th December

Term Start and End date
Monday 27th October

Labour Day (Public Holiday)

Mon 14th July - Fri 19th
September

Term Start and End date
Friday 1st August 

Teachers Only day (No
school)









Please continue to prioritise school
attendance. Most of our Tamariki are
doing exceptionally well, and we want to
keep that momentum going. 

ATTENDANCE

Na to rourou, na taku rourou, ka ora ai tatou.

Ways to let us know your child is absent 

TEXT THE SCHOOL ADMIN 027 203 7270

EMAIL THE SCHOOL
office@lakerotoma.school.nz 

CALL THE SCHOOL 07 3620 839
LEAVE A MESSAGE IF THERE IS NO ANSWER

ADD AN ABSENTEE ON THE SKOOL LOOP
APP

Nga Mihi to all our Tamariki, Whanau
and wider community for your ongoing

support towards our Kura. 


