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Nau te rourou, naku te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi
With your food basket (contribution) and my food

OROUA DOWNS SCHOOL

basket, the people will prosper

Kia Ora e te whanau

We had a bunch of excited Rippa athletes off to their

= tournament at Tangimoana today - | am sure that you will
have the best time, show great teamwork and respectful
actions. All the best as you share your passions and

y talents.

@ Massive thank you to all of the wonderful parents, that are
R transporting, coaching and supporting - without you, we
couldn’t make this happen.

Massive thanks to Miss D for all of her organisation
leading up to today.

Our Improvement Plan:

Our main focus this year is to lift achievement in the core subject areas of reading, writing and
maths. At the end of last year we saw around 30-35% of our students not achieving where they
should be as far as curriculum expectations were concerned. There have been many changes
in the Education scene in the last year and it has been quite a load for our wonderful teachers.
We changed from levels to phases, within phases, content and expectations are aligned to year
levels. At year 3, students are expected to learn that content, regardless of their individual
needs. We all know that all children don’t learn at the same time and the same pace, each
bring their own unique qualities to the classroom and to their learning, we continue to support
learners where they are at. However, curriculum changes have also shifted benchmarks, in
some areas there might be a drop in achievement based on the new expectations.

Our staff are working hard to align teaching and learning to the new refreshed curriculums of
English and Maths & Statistics. We are implementing structured teaching for these areas as
well as the new resources that the Ministry have provided. We are participating in a lot of new
learning and implementing it to our teaching programmes. We simply want you to be aware that
this is a lot, there is a lot of pressure on teachers and students. For example, the refreshed
Math & Statistics curriculum, in the senior school, requires a new concept to be taught every
day of the week to meet the requirements of the curriculum, that is a lot of pressure on learners,
especially if they don't grasp the concept the first time. In reading, while we see the merits and
progress with a structured approach, it may not suit all learners, much like any approach, there
may be some that it simply doesn't connect with. Teachers know their students and provide a
variety of learning experiences to consolidate concepts.

With all of this, partnerships between school and home as far as supporting learning is
concerned is vital. Our Board have funded a research proven intervention to support literacy,
STEPS. This follows the Structured literacy approach and it is used in class. For some, they
don't really like it, however, with consistency, it does improve their literacy skills. We are finding
that we have minimal uptake outside of school hours, all it takes is 10-15 every day. We ask
that if your child is finding this challenging, please talk to you teacher as it can be adjusted to
suit their needs. We ask that if your child finds it tricky to focus on this, then support them
through their ten minutes. We are going to attach virtues to STEPS - those that complete their
weekly tasks will get five virtues, they could win a prize and those virtues contribute to house



points for the term. We thank you in advance for this. We understand
things can be a challenge outside of school, we are all parents, surely
we can find ten minutes a dat to support their learning.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher if you have
any questions about this.

New Super Stars for ODS

If you know of any pre-school children that wish to attend our amazing
kura, please encourage them to contact our fantastic new entrant
teacher - Helen Stanbra - helen@orouadowns.school.nz.

Te Kawau Top Talent 2026
This is a wonderful event that celebrates the talent of our young tamariki across the Te Kawau
Cluster. We have always had a few entries and we have also celebrated the successes of our

students. If you are interested, either a solo or group act, entry forms can be found at the
school office.

Auditions are Friday 12th June with the LIVE SHOW on Friday 19th June.

Celebrating Success!!!

Virtues Certificates: Mitchell, Arlo, Charliene, Galatea and Noah

Class Certificates: Libbie, Athena, Edith, Gracie, Willis, Cooper, Accarlia, Khalssic, Cobby
Bus Certificates: Mason and Dylan

It’s in the Bag Prize Winners: Holly x2, Mason, Indy and Jacob

Yellow Virtues Prize Draw: Baylee

IMPORTANT DATES: SCHOOL SPORT SHIRT AIMNESTY
18 May - Teacher Only Day .

19 May - Board Hui We seem to be running low on
25-26 May - Tim and Harold Visiting SpOl'tS tOpSo For every sport
1 June - Kings Birthday ¢ t d, th . b

9 June - Board Hui op returned, there will be
12 June - TK Top Talent Auditions five virtues.

18 June - ODS Cross Country
19 June - TK Top Talent Live Show
3 July - Final day of term

We have changed systems to track them
better from now one.
Thanks in advance.
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