
 

                 ŌHAU School Pānui 

                                           Toro atu ki te Tamaiti, Hei whakaako te tamaiti.  
                                          “Reach each child to teach each child." 

 
 

Rātū 12 ō Haratua 
Tuesday 12th May 2026 
 

Kia ora whānau, 

Brrr! The weather is turning and we are heading towards 
winter. The mornings are often chilly, and then the day 
warms up as the sun makes an appearance.  

Our lost property collection is growing. As layers of 
clothing are removed during the day, stray jumpers, 
jackets and socks appear around the school, waiting 
for their owner to collect them.  

We ask that jumpers and jackets are named so that 
these items can be returned to their owner. Any 
unnamed items are gathered and placed in the foyer 
of the old dental clinic beside the sand pit. 

With more rain ahead our grassed areas get wet and 
boggy. We do not have supplies of spare clothing 
available at school, and ask that children keep a 
change of clothing in their bags in case of emergency 
(socks, undies, trousers/tights).  

Winter snuffles and flu are also on their way. If your child 
is unwell, we ask that you keep them home to minimise 
the spread of germs to other tamariki and teachers. 
Teach your child to wash their hands or use hand 
sanitiser after blowing their nose and visiting the toilet. 

A reminder of our upcoming Teacher Only Day on 
Friday 29th May as our teachers connect with 
colleagues from other local kura. 

ŌHAU School Staff 

 

 
                      Important dates 

 
●​ Junior Trip to Te Manawa  

Wednesday 13th May 
 

●​ Pink Shirt Day 
Friday 15th May 
 

●​ LEGO Day - House of Bricks 
Wednesday 20th May 
 

●​ Teacher Only Day - school closed 
Friday 29th May 

 
●​ King’s Birthday - school closed 

Monday 1st June 
 

●​ NYLD 
Wednesday 3rd June 
 

●​ School Cross Country 
Friday 5th June - afternoon 
 

●​ Interschool Cross Country Year 4-8 
Wednesday 17th June 
 

●​ Term 2 ends  
Friday 3rd July 
 

●​ Term 3 begins 
Monday 20th July 
 

●​ Term 3 ends 
Friday 25th September 
 

●​ Term 4 begins 
Monday 12th October 
 

●​ Term 4 ends 
Wednesday 16th December 



Acoustic and Lighting Upgrades​
Rooms 1-4 and 8 & 9 have been undergoing an acoustic and lighting upgrade. This will ensure our 
classrooms are lighter, brighter and quieter for tamariki and kaiako. During these upgrades our library 
has become a classroom space, and classes have been completing learning in different classrooms 
to enable contractors to complete their work uninterrupted. This work is being completed as part of 
our property maintenance grant. Once it is completed, the library will again become a place for 
tamariki to visit before school. 

School start and finish times ​
Our school day starts at 8:50am and finishes at 2:40pm. We ask that children do NOT arrive at school 
before 8:15am so that we can ensure there is adequate supervision, and in order to allow teachers 
time to prepare for the school day. If your child/ren are going to be late for school, please contact 
the school office by 9:00am so that we can update our roll and ensure all children are accounted 
for. You can contact us via email office@ohau.school.nz, phone (06) 368 7949, or using the HERO 
app. 

 

EOTC experiences: Science Roadshow, Te Manawa and Zealandia ​
A group of senior students attended the Science Roadshow at Waiopehu 
College on 29th April. They saw a demonstration on a range of science 
concepts relating to categorisation of living things. They then explored a range 
of engaging hands-on experiments. The roadshow finished with another 
demonstration of kitchen chemistry using ingredients found at home. 

Room 8 visited Zealandia in Wellington last term. They are observing and 
learning about NZ native flora and fauna, and ways in which they can be 
kaitiaki of our local bush and environment. Their visit was followed up by an 
in-school session with Zealandia staff. 

Room 8 also visited Te Manawa last term, to learn more about the story of Haunui-a-nanaia. They 
learned about the many different ways stories are told and carry important information through the 
generations, as well as the names of awa in our rohe and the meanings behind them. They also 
gained a sense of how events from the distant past tie people to place.  

Our Junior classes will visit Te Manawa this Wednesday 13th May to learn about dinosaurs and fossils. 
They will have the opportunity to become paleontologists, and learn how Aotearoa may have 
looked like in the time of dinosaurs. 

Thank you to all our parents and caregivers who offer their support with supervision and transport to 
enable this range of EOTC activities to take place. 

World Vision Youth Conference ​
A group of our senior students had an amazing day at the World Vision 
Youth Conference on 7th May. The message of the day was, “If you don’t 
stand for something, you’ll fall for everything”, encouraging our young 
people to stand up for what they believe in, and to look at their 
community for ways in which they can contribute. Watch this space for 
student-led initiatives that support our kura and wider community. 

 
 

mailto:office@ohau.school.nz


Pink Shirt Day - Friday 15th May ​
Pink Shirt Day takes place this Friday 15th May. All students are encouraged to 
wear a pink or brightly coloured shirt to school to show their support for this 
important kaupapa that aims to eliminate bullying in kura and workplaces 
across the country. This year we will not be collecting coins, but encourage 
whānau to donate using the QR code that can be found on the Pink Shirt Day 
posters on display around the school.  
 
Winter Sports Term 2 ​
Our winter sports season is now well underway, with both Basketball and Hockey already underway. 
It has been fantastic to see students enthusiastically representing our school while developing new 
skills, teamwork, and confidence through sport. 
This week also marks the start of Netball and Year 5/6 Water Polo, with many more students ready to 
get involved and give their best. 
We also have our School Cross Country coming up on Friday 5th June. This is always a fantastic event 
where students can challenge themselves, show perseverance, and support one another. We look 
forward to seeing lots of encouragement and school spirit on the day. 
A huge thank you to our amazing parents and whānau who generously give their time to coach, 
manage, transport, and support our teams each week. These opportunities simply wouldn’t be 
possible without your commitment and enthusiasm. We really appreciate everything you do to help 
make sport such a positive experience for our students. 
We wish all of our teams the very best for the season ahead and look forward to seeing their growth, 
teamwork, and sportsmanship on display. 
 
Attendance​
Regular attendance at school is important to your child’s success, and there is a clear connection 
between going to school regularly and doing well in the classroom. Making sure students attend and 
engage in learning is a shared responsibility. As a parent / caregiver, you are responsible for making 
sure your child attends school every day. 
If your child is going to be absent for any reason it is essential that you let us know as soon as possible. 
It is important that you either 

-​ Phone 06 368 7949 (press 1 to report an absence) 
-​ Text the school cellphone 027 453 2206 
-​ Email the school office - office@ohau.school.nz 
-​ Use HERO to notify the school of an absence 
-​ Use Skool Loop to notify the school of an absence 

to confirm your child’s absence and provide us with the reason they will be absent from school. 
 
We acknowledge that there are genuine reasons students may occasionally be absent. However, 
without regular attendance your child will struggle to make progress. If your child is absent regularly, 
or for extended periods of time, we will reach out to you to discuss the situation. 
 
We are committed to supporting your child to attend school. If you’re having difficulty getting your 
child to school, you can ask for support by: 

•​ speaking with your child’s teacher, 
•​ sending us a message by email, text, Skool Loop or HERO 
•​ calling us on 06 368 7949 and ask to speak to a member of staff about attendance difficulties or 

concerns 
We can work with you to develop a support plan that addresses any barriers to regular attendance. 
More information on attendance, including your rights and responsibilities as parents or caregivers, is 
available on the Ministry of Education’s webpage: Attendance. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=ohau+school+phone+number&rlz=1C1JJTC_en-GBNZ1109NZ1112&oq=ohau+school+phone+number&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIKCAEQABiABBiiBDIKCAIQABiABBiiBDIKCAMQABiABBiiBDIKCAQQABiiBBiJBTIHCAUQABjvBdIBCDY2ODhqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&sei=2rcsaZeoG-ON4-EPkpX-0AY&safe=active&ssui=on#
mailto:office@levin.school.nz
https://www.google.com/search?q=ohau+school+phone+number&rlz=1C1JJTC_en-GBNZ1109NZ1112&oq=ohau+school+phone+number&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIKCAEQABiABBiiBDIKCAIQABiABBiiBDIKCAMQABiABBiiBDIKCAQQABiiBBiJBTIHCAUQABjvBdIBCDY2ODhqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&sei=2rcsaZeoG-ON4-EPkpX-0AY&safe=active&ssui=on#
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/attendance


 
Are YOU on HERO yet? ​
We have moved to HERO as our new communication platform, and we’d love ALL 
parents and caregivers to be signed up! Search your app store for HERO and sign 
yourself up! HERO also allows us to keep your school account up to date with 
upcoming events and fees for activities like EOTC trips and sports teams. 
 

ŌHAU School calendar of events 

You can find our school calendar of events on our website at https://www.ohau.school.nz/.  

Several quick link buttons on our website home page are available too:

 
 
 

ŌHAU School full-brim sunhats and hoodies 
School sunhats and hoodies are available for purchase from The Brandmakers. 

Simply scan the QR code below. If you are not sure what size to order, you can see 
Jacqui in Room 5 where she has some samples  to try on. 
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