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Upcoming events Kia ora koutou/Greetings

Thursday 12 February: Whanau fun at the pool. Free Sausage Sizzle
Monday 16-20 February: Bike safety week

Wednesday 25 February: Venture Lodge - yrs 6-7

Monday 23 February: Board Meeting

Friday 27 February: Snr Swimming sports

Monday 2nd March: Snr Swimming sports postponement day
Tuesday 3 March: 3 Way goal setting

Thursday 5 March: Junior Swimming sports

Monday 10 March: Yrs 4-6 Triathlon (Whanganui)

Friday 13 March: Teacher only Day. School closed

Tuesday 17 March: Weetbix Triathlon (Palmerston North)
Thursday 19 March: Interschool Touch (Waiouru)

Monday 23 March. Board Meeting

Tuesday 24 March: Yrs 4-6 Rippa Rugby (Whanganui)
Monday 30 March: Celebration Assembly.

Tuesday 31 March: Hunterville Interschool Athletics
Thursday 2 April: End of term One —
Monday 20 April: Term Two begins. Powhiri 9.15am

Right: Ambassadors 2026

Principals message

What a great start we have had to the school year.
Classes are settling well into learning routines and
making the most of a short but busy swimming
window.

While the term has only just begun, there is a strong
learning focus in classrooms and we are preparing for
many events throughout the term. We are also looking
forward to our first whole-school get-together this
Thursday at the local pools for our Whanau Fun Night
starting at Spm.

This term we are placing a strong emphasis on our
values of PRIDE — Participation, Respect,
Determination, Integrity and Environment — while
continuing our work as a Cool School and
Enviroschool. We have Bike Safety Week, a William
Pike Challenge get-together, swimming celebrations, interschool swimming, athletics, and touch, ...phew, there is
plenty to fit into eight short weeks!

Whether your child is beginning their journey in Year One or joining us further up the school, we are very glad
you’re here! Last week we welcomed our new learners, and staff, to OPS and we were proud to celebrate this at
our powhiri, supported by our local lwi, Ngati Rangi. There is something special about the start of a new school
year — new stationery, meeting a new teacher, and reconnecting with friends. Before students even stepped
through the gates, our dedicated staff were hard at work setting up classrooms and planning engaging learning
programmes.



Their commitment to giving your children the very best start is outstanding.Thank you for your support in ensuring
your child arrived ready for the year ahead with the correct uniform and school supplies. Please don't forget
school HATS especially in this beautiful weather we are finally having! | hope you enjoyed a refreshing break over
Aotearoa’s special Waitangi weekend and shared some quality time with your whanau and tamariki.

The start of the year is a great time for a reminder that every day at school counts. We love seeing students here,
on time, and ready to learn. We will continue to follow our mandated attendance plan (available on the school
website) and will contact parents if attendance becomes a concern.

We are continuing to work toward the Government target of 85% regular attendance. While all learners should
aim for 100% attendance, if children are unwell they should stay home. One of our middle learners recently told
me, “| don’t want to be away because | don’t want to miss a thing” — a lovely reflection of what a great place
Ohakune School is each day. Please be aware we have recently had a small gastro bug hit some children in the
junior classes.

You may have also heard about changes to national reporting requirements.

Fortunately, our reporting processes are already closely aligning with many of the new expectations. There are
going to be some slight changes to wording but we will be continuing to use School Talk. Please be assured we
remain committed to providing clear, meaningful information about your child’s progress. Staff are working
through the updated assessment and reporting requirements alongside implementation of the new English and
Mathematics curriculum.

I’'m excited about what this term will bring for our staff and learners. Please check the upcoming events section of
this newsletter so you don’t miss anything. We look forward to seeing families at our three-way goal-setting
conferences in Week 5 and talking with you about your child’s learning journey. And remember — my door is
always open, so please feel welcome to come in for a chat or share an idea.

Ambassador Leadership-Hillary Outdoors

Our cight fabulous Ambassadors took to the water on Tuesday with the support of Genesis and Hillary Outdoors, for an
excellent team building and challenging day of skills learning and fun.

We couldn't be prouder of them, their good humour, their support of each other, their willingness to accept challenge,
their leadership and their teamwork and for their kindness and impeccable manners.

Thomas Sherrit, Emmy Mott, Tiana Grossart, Eliza McLean, Zephaniah Paynter, Mackenzie Phillips, Harper Evans,
Meils Smales- Mauria te pono (Believe in yourself?)
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New Swings Bring Big Smiles

We would like to say a big THANKYOU to the following people for their contribution towards our
amazing swings: Lorraine Macdonnell-Raetihi, The PTA, all the fabulous school Ambassadors over the past 5
years and our School Board of Trustees.

Value of the week

Participation
When we take part in our learning, it means we are listening,
sharing ideas, completing tasks and helping others to learn too.

Nga mihi

Lisa Clark and the OPS team
Principal
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