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Warrington School — Te Kura o Okahau
Kakari kaihiku, kia haere kai upoko — Unity comes with the fair sharing of resources

Re: The Board’s Position on Recent Changes to Section 127(2)(e) of the Education
and Training Act.

As the Board of Trustees of Warrington School, we would like to make the following
statement with respect to the above amendment.

At Warrington School, Te Tiriti 0 Waitangi is a taoka that guides how we work together, how
we teach, and how we care for the wellbeing of all akoka. Its principles of partnership,
protection, and participation shape the way we uphold fairness, respect, and shared
responsibility—values that are central to who we are as Te Kura o Okahau.

Our school values - aumakeataka (resilience), whakaute (respect), and takohaka
(responsibility) - are lived daily in our classrooms, on our whenua, and in our relationships.
These values reflect the spirit of Te Tiriti: working together in good faith, protecting what
matters, and ensuring all voices are heard and valued.

The Board and staff remain firmly committed to upholding Te Tiriti as a cornerstone of our
practice, policy, and curriculum. Honouring Te Tiriti is essential to ensuring equity, cultural
safety, and a strong sense of belonging for every learner in our kura.
Our commitment to Te Tiriti includes:

¢ Building and nurturing authentic relationships with mana whenua

e Ensuring Maori perspectives, language, and matauraka are meaningfully woven
through all learning areas

o Embedding the principles of Te Tiriti within our governance, leadership, teaching, and
community engagement

e Providing opportunities for all learners to explore our shared histories and understand
why Te Tiriti matters in Aotearoa today



Here at Te Kura o Okahau, our curriculum begins with place. The stories and whakapapa of
Kai Tahu, Kati Mamoe and Waitaha, and our connections to Kirimoko, Waitéte,

Whaitiri Puku, Waiputai, and Araiteuru, ground our tamariki in who they are and what they
stand for. This knowledge nurtures belonging and fosters kaitiaki who care for this
community and its future.

Our ongoing commitment as a kura ensures that all learners can stand confidently in their
identity, understanding of histories that have shaped our nation, and contribute positively to
the future of Aotearoa. This commitment reflects who we are as a school: respecitful,
inclusive and proud.

We strongly believe that removing the requirement for boards to give effect to Te Tiriti o
Waitangi does not serve the best interests of our akoka, our kura, or our wider community.

Warrington School will continue to honour Te Tiriti because it is the right thing to do, and
because it is who we are.

Ka mihi nui

Warrington School Board of Trustees



