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Matua Ben here , and I’m stoked to be leading our Ngaumu class again this year. To
our returning families, welcome back. To those who are new to the team, we’re
excited to have some fantastic new signings joining us who will add depth, strength,
and fresh energy to the squad.

I come from a science and environmental background, having worked across
Aotearoa with our forests and native birds. I love bringing learning to life and
encouraging our students to back themselves, have a crack, and keep growing. I
have a deep passion and drive for teaching that is grounded in strong
relationships, consistency, and high expectations, with a strong focus on
developing leadership in our senior students.

I’m a proud Wairarapa boy with strong ties to the coast. Outside the classroom, I
enjoy fishing, diving for seafood, surfing, and getting outdoors with my dog, Lexi.
When I’m not outside, you’ll usually find me on the golf course or cheering on the
Warriors. Up the Wahs.

I’m really looking forward to the season ahead and working alongside you to help
our tamariki grow, learn, and thrive together.

Bring on Term 1! UP THE WAI! 
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Welcome Back 
Matua Ben
Kia ora koutou whānau,

Mrs Hill will be working with Ngaumu during CRT (Classroom Release Time) this term.
She’s fully onboard with the Ngaumu machine and keen to be part of the dream team.

Alongside Emma, Mrs Hill will be providing extra support throughout the week,
helping fill any gaps and back up our star players so everyone can keep progressing

with confidence.
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This term, we are focusing on who we are and what
makes us “us.” Students will reflect on their
experiences, strengths, and growth, helping them better
understand themselves as learners and as people. We’ll
look back to see how far we’ve come and use that to
guide where we’re heading next.

Term 1 THeme
Upcoming Events
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Maths: We’re focusing on number and
reinforcing the basics, making sure all our
tamariki have a strong foundation. PR1ME Maths
continues to be part of our programme,
alongside practical, hands-on problem-solving
tasks to stretch and challenge our learners.

Writing: Our focus is on writing to inform, with
students exploring animal reports. We’ll work on
building clear, structured writing while
strengthening spelling, grammar, and
expression through our Structured Literacy
approaches.

Reading: Reading continues across the class,
with Taskboards introduced for new students.
These help students focus on work output, time
management, and accountability, while
developing skills in summarising and
comprehension through a range of engaging
texts.

In the classroom

Contact Info
Email  
benfrith@wainuioru.school.nz 

Sausage sizzle-Friday $2
Remind tamariki about manners on the
bus 
Sunblock before school 
No hat, no play!
TOGS!!!!

Reminders
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Community
BBQ 

Rural Swimming
Sports 

Ki o Rahi Coastal
Classic 

Te ore ore
Marae Visit

Senior Swim _
Masterton Pools 

My commitment to our
tamariki

I believe strong, open communication is essential
to supporting our students well. During the school
week, I operate with a clear open-door approach
and am available between 8:00am and 5:00pm,
Monday to Friday to discuss learning, wellbeing,
or any school-related matters. During these
hours, I am committed to working alongside
whānau to find solutions and support our
tamariki.

Outside of these times, I step away from school
communication to meet personal and family
responsibilities. I do not check or respond to
emails in the evenings or on weekends. This
boundary allows me to recharge and return to
school focused, present, and ready to give my
best to our students. I appreciate your
understanding and respect of this expectation.

APR 3 Good Friday 


