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Rawhitiroa School: End of Year Statement 2023

The school WAKA continued to take shape in 2023 with the introduction of the WAKA award for students. It was
wonderful to see so many students engaging in learning around the WAKA qualities and being able to discuss how
they enact the WAKA in their daily school life as well as beyond the school gate.

In 2023 the school was able to operate three classes and the Board'’s support once again in helping fund a third
teacher needs to be acknowledged. With the small classes, came the ability for teachers to both spend more time
with students to identify next steps in learning and to structure teaching and learning programs accordingly.

Community consultation in 2023 sought whanau views on what is important to them in respect of their children’s
education while at Rawhitiroa School and this feedback has been used in planning for 2024 and within the local
curriculum direction.

Involvement in the local Kahui Ako and Rural School group enables staff to take advantage of opportunities to
network with colleagues and provides students the chance to make friends with peers outside of school, as well as
engage in healthy competition across both sporting events and the curriculum.

Kiwisport aims are:
e Increase the number of school-aged children participating in organised sport and increase the availability and
accessibility of sport opportunities for all school-aged children.

We ensured our students had opportunities to join larger schools to participate in sports teams for netball, rugby,
touch, and hockey. We also took advantage of skills and coaching sessions from outside coaches in Rippa rugby and
girls’ soccer.

e Support children to develop skills that enable them to participate confidently in sport.
Through our daily fitness sessions as well as PE lessons, we have taught and reinforced the skills needed to play
organised sport and be a team player.

To enable all this to occur, and for students to be able to engage and learn other sporting codes such as netball,
basketball, rugby, and hockey, appropriate equipment is required and we have utilised our Kiwisport funding,
5688.56 for this.
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Board Members 2023 EEO

Posiﬁon Name The Rawhitiroa School Board have confirmed
Chairperson Gareth Bartley their obligations and requirements in being an
Deputy Chairperson Brent Watkins EEO employer and believe they meet these as
Finance Dan Allen seen in their policy and annual review. The school
Secretary Jo Bielski board will continue to re-assess and review these
Property Bryce Savage requirements annually.

Health and Safety Carl Triggs

Environment Aaron Jacobson

Principal Jan Westfield

Staff Rep Gwenda Pease

Te Tiriti o Waitangi

The school is committed to giving effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Late in 2023 the school was confirmed as
part of a Mdori Achievement Collaboration cluster. This strong and informed direction will be available to
the principal, staff and school board enabling a stronger understanding and embodiment of Te Tiriti o
Waitangi, tikanga and te reo Maori. The school also has local community input to assist in the direction and
to help strengthen teaching and learning opportunities.

Evaluation of students’ progress and achievement

Students progress and achievement continue to be a focus. The end of 2023 saw the gains made in 2022,
with the return of students to school from the post COVID period, consolidated.

70% of students were at or above in writing at the end of 2023, 79% in reading and 71% in maths. Most
students made progress in the core learning areas appropriate to their starting point in 2023.

Science was a focus area for the school in 2023, particularly the Nature of Science and students
understanding of this using the science contexts. Students moved from solely having content knowledge to
making predictions, questioning outcomes, and communicating and thinking like a Scientist.

The new Aotearoa New Zealand Histories Curriculum was taught across classes with students
understanding of our rich history becoming stronger and based in facts.

Statement of Variance

In 2023 4 targets were set. Similarly to 2022 rather than look at reading, writing and maths in isolation
the targets were set around students working below or well below their curriculum expectations.

The targets aimed for students below or well below curriculum expectations to make significant
progress in 2023 as well as a focus in retaining a similar number and percentage of students above in
reading, writing and maths as 2022 as a minimum.
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Target 1: All students identified as being below or well
below in one curriculum area will meet the appropriate
curriculum expectation by the end of 2023. Seven students
were identified at the start of the year as being below or
well below curriculum expectations for the end of 2022 in
one core curriculum area. At the end of 2023 six of these
students were now “at” in all three core curriculum areas.

Target 2: All students identified as being below or well
below in two curriculum areas will meet the appropriate
curriculum expectation by the end of 2023 in at least one
of these areas. Eleven students were identified as being
below or well below curriculum expectations for the end of
2022 in two core curriculum areas. At the end of 2023
three students had met the year end curriculum
expectation for 2023 in both curriculum areas a further
five students were now only below or well below in one
core curriculum area based on the 2023 appropriate year
end curriculum expectations.

Target 3: All students identified as being below or well
below in three curriculum areas will meet the appropriate
curriculum expectation by the end of 2023 in at least two
of these areas. Ten students were identified as being
below or well below curriculum expectations for the end
of 2022 in all three core curriculum areas. At the end of
2023, one student had met the target, a further three
students had partially met the target.

Evaluation

Target 1 - Outcome

m target met = target not met

Target 2 - Outcome

m target met = target partially met

target 3 - outcome

= target met = target partially met = target not met

The biggest shifts were seen in maths, which saw 50% (10/20) students moved from below or well below to
meeting the appropriate end of 2023 curriculum expectation. The biggest shifts were made in terms 3-4
with the introduction of the “No Problem, Maths Program” when a shift in attitude was seen by students
wanting to participate more fully in maths and give all aspects a go.

Student voice included: “The layout, pictures, colour make it easy.” “Questions start out easy move to word
problems then mind challenges.” “It is easy to follow.” “It has made me change and | am better at maths.”

Teachers also like the program as it ensures full curriculum coverage. It has a natural progression through
maths concepts and stages and there is teacher support material linking directly to the lesson being taught.
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The biggest shifts in writing were seen in the senior year groups with the use of the “7 steps program”.

Only 23% of students made shift from below to meeting the appropriate year end curriculum expectation in
reading. However, shift within and between curriculum levels was seen.

Target 4: To retain as a minimum the number / percentage of students above in the three core curriculum
areas. At the end of 2022 13 students were above in reading, 6 in writing and 12 in maths. A total of 31
students. At the end of 2023 this was 12, 5, 11 a total of 28 students. A variance of one student in each
curriculum area.

Students above at the end of 2022 remained above at the end of 2023, however a shift of students from
“at” to above was not seen.

Report on special and contestable funding

Lost Learning Initiative — The school received 52657 in funding from the Ministry of Education to support
year 7-8 learners who needed additional help following the COVID years. All year 7-8 learners benefited
from extra support in their math learning. The most significant outcomes for students were increased
confidence and a more positive attitude towards learning math. This led to improved math competence.
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