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@ WHAKATAUKI OF THE WEEK

o Ma te huruhuru ka rere te manu.
Adorn the bird with f'eathers so it may fly.

KORERO TUMUAKI - PRINCIPAL’S KORERO

Kia ora Maruia School Whanau,

As we settle into the year, Vicki, Bea, and I are feeling really confident in the routines we've established
after a lot of reflection, tweaking, and hard work. We're happy with where we're at and believe these
structures will help our students reach their own individual potential, as outlined in our school vision. A
key part of this is ensuring we prioritise reading, writing, and maths for at least an hour each per day.
We've made changes to our timetable to better support student focus, and we are already seeing the
benefits of this structured approach.

In the coming weeks, you'll receive more information about homework. Our younger students will bring
home book bags with sounds and reading mahi to complete with their families. Our older students will
have access to Maths Buddy for consolidation and extension activities both in class and at home, should
they choose. Reading will be supported through Sunshine Online, which will align with classroom
learning for the younger students and provide a wider variety of texts for our middle and senior school
students to supplement their home books.

We are also gearing up for our Athletics Afternoon next Wednesday, and the students have been giving it
their all in long jump and high jump practice. Everyone is welcome to come along on the day to cheer
from the sidelines.

There’s been some serious mahi happening in our homes too, with the school raising over $3,000 (gross)
for the Fun Run so far! It turns out, the chance to slime the principal is a powerful fundraising incentive!
I'm starting to think I didn’t quite think this through... Now, my next challenge is convincing Bea and
Vicki to join in—because surely, slime is better shared!

Our students have also been immersed in learning about the water cycle and water catchment, and it’s
been great to see their enthusiasm and engagement. Check out the photos on the following page!

A huge thank you to Vicki for the work she is putting into organising camp. Families will soon receive
important information, so keep an eye out—our tamariki are in for a great time!

Meanwhile, our vegetable garden/Mara Kai is looking fantastic, and some of our students have even been
able to take fresh kai home to share with their whanau.

Regular attendance makes a real difference to student outcomes. Every day at school is a chance to build
on learning, strengthen friendships, and develop important skills. We truly appreciate the support from
our whanau in ensuring students are at school as much as possible—it really does set them up for success!

Finally, our PTA is running a BBQ fundraiser on Friday, 1st March. Many hands make light work, so if
you're able to help out, please get in touch with Vicki. We'd love to see as many of you involved as
possible!

"Ma te huruhuru ka rere te manu."
"Adorn the bird with feathers so it may fly."
This whakatauki is at the heart of everything we do—by providing the right opportunities, support, and
encouragement, we are enabling our tamariki to soar.
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Nga mihi,
Alex Wilson
Principal, Maruia School
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday 26th February
1pm Maruia School Athletics

The whole community is invited!

Thursday 27th February_
BoT Meeting

Friday 28th February_

Buller District Swimming

Wednesday 5th March
A first ever for Maruia School - it’s the FUN RUN
/ COLOUR RUN!

The whole community is invited!

Monday 17th - Friday 21st March
Piwakawaka Camp (Years 4-8)
Wednesday 19th - Friday_21st March

Kakaruai Camp (Years 0-3)

Wednesday 19th March

West Coast Swimming

Wednesday 26th March
Water Quality Testing at Station Creek (a

learning event!)

Monday 31st March

District Athletics WH iNAuNGATANGA>
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BoT Meeting

\
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Canterbury Swimming

Friday 11th April
Last day of Term 1
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We are almost at our target to

[ be able to slime Mrs Wilson 1pm at Maruia School
== and hopefully Vicki and Bea (if - Please come on down and watch as
we can convince them!) our tamariki participate in the

Please make a donation and Maruia School Athletics events.
support our awesome school!

MIHARO AWARDI

Congratulations to these
awesome students who have

received the Miharo Award:

UKASHA
AYAAN
SOPHIA
WILLOW X2

RIA B0
EDDIE

Lucy

PHOEBE
ROSE .




COMMUNITY NEWS

Newsletters will continue to be communicated during even weeks of the school term.
Please email princ%pal@maruia.school.nz if you would like anything included.
The cut off time for notices is 3pm the Thursday before they are published.
Newsletters in Term 1 will be issued on the following dates:
7th and 21st February, 7th and 21st March, 4th April.

1 NZ ARMY m

The NZ Army will be in
the hall from 14th to
26th February inclusive.

2. POTATO COMPETITION

Potato Competition Prize Giving

This will be held on Friday 28th February at 7pm.
Everyone welcome.

For those that can, please bring a plate to share.

- Maruia Garden Club



Ladies
Day Out

March 15th - 10am to 3pm
Doughboy Road, Murchison

Tickets $35 includes:
Lunch with adrink,
all day market & entertainment
plus prize draws through the day!

Tickets available from:
Hodgson'’s, Murchison NBS
or email judithalfeld@gmail.com

[ Meet our

teachers who
make the

difference

-&-' s
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N / l\ ¥ | WILJ DEKKERS - E-Learning and Innovation Teacher
X ” / N

0 P E N DAYS SECONDARY SCHOOL ‘ PREPARATORY SCHOOL AND PRE-SCHOOL

Visit stac.nz/opendays2025 5 March, 9.00am - 12.00pm
for further information

6 March, 11.00am - 12.30pm




g Creativoges

COMMUNITIES

Buller District Council > Your Council > Community Funding

NZ Creative Communities
Scheme Funding

A

Funding from the Creative

Communities Scheme is available Closing dates for 2025
for community-based arts

activities in the Buller District. Round 3 of 3 (FY 24/25)

The Scheme aims to increase participation in the Closes 10/03!2025
arts at a local level and increase the range and
diversity of arts available to communities.

Round 1 of 3 (FY 25/26)

The Scheme is a partnership between Creative New

Zealand and local authorities. Each local authority is Closes 0?1‘(06[2025
responsible for delivering the Scheme in its area.

Local decision-making is the key to the Scheme, Round 2 of 3 (FY 25/26)
and applications are considered by a subcommittee, Closes 06/10[2025

which consists of two Councillors, one representative
from the local Iwi, one representative from each of

the three Community Arts Councils (Karamea, Buller, -
and Inangahua), and two community members. =N For further information

There are three funding rounds for each financial
year (1 July—30 June), and $19,000 is available.

Please note that groups or organisations must provide a copy of
their latest financial statement.
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'« Westport office closed
3 - 28 March 2025

Buller District Council’s Westport offices

in Brougham Street will close temporarily
between Monday 3 and Friday 28 March 2025
for installation of a heating, ventilation and
cooling system (HVAC).

Council's customer services staff will relocate

to the Sue Thomson Casey Memorial Library at
87-89 Palmerston Street and will be able to assist
members of the public with general enquiries
and payments during the library’s opening hours,
@:30 am - 5:00 pm weekdays.

Residents can also use council’'s online payment
option to pay for a range of services including
rates, building consent fees, resource consent
fees, dog registration and LIMs.

Members of the public who have scheduled
appointments with the building and planning
teams will still be able to meet with staff, the
meeting location will be advised prior to your
appointment. Drop-in consultations will not be
available without prior arrangement.

For more info, please call 0800 807 239
or email info@bdc.govt.nz

bullerdc.govt.nz




