
 

   

Principal’s Address for the Newsletter - Week 2 

Kia ora Whānau, 

Matua Danny here, with a fun and important update for our awesome Whangarei Primary School community! 

Gate Safety Reminder - He Waka Eke Noa (We are all in this together) 

We've got a little safety reminder from our Board of Trustees to keep all our tamariki safe and sound. 

• Please remember that everyone—students and parents—needs to enter and exit our kura via the Bank Street and 
Cross Street gates. 

• The Apirana Avenue gate is staff-only, no exceptions. This is a Board directive to make sure our akonga (learners) 
are as safe as possible! 

• For our early birds, the Bank Street and Cross Street gates will be opened at 7:50 a.m. 

A special note for our After School Care whānau: Please use the Cross Street gate for pick-ups. We'll keep this one open 
for you until 5:30 p.m. 

Thanks for helping us keep our entry and exit routine safe and smooth! 
 

Important Dates to Note - Keep the Kids Home! 

Please mark these two dates in your calendars, as children must be kept at home on both of these days: 

1. Teacher Strike Day: Thursday 23 October. All teachers will be on strike. 

2. Staff Only Day: Friday 31 October. Our staff will be busy with professional development. 
 

Term 4: A Waka-Load of Fun! 

Term 4 is shaping up to be absolutely packed with awesome learning experiences and extra-curricular activities! Get 
ready for a massive term of fun: 

• Northland Bikes: Get those pedals ready! They'll be at our kura in Weeks 2, 4, and 5. 

• Northland Cricket: They're coming to coach our students in Week 7. Sixes all 'round! 

• Our very own Kapa Haka Festival: Save the date for Thursday 13 November—a real highlight! 

• We've also got our Athletics Days, swimming lessons for all students starting after Week 5, Have-a-Go Sailing 
Days, and those much-anticipated Class Beach Trips! 

 

So much going on at Whangarei Primary School! It's going to be a fantastic term of learning and fun. 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Matua Danny Tumuaki / Principal 
Whangarei Primary School 

Newsletter No. 15 
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DARE TO BE REMARKABLE 
Me Hautoa Taumata Rau 

Official Teachers' Strike Day: Thursday 23 October 

The school will not be open for instruction on this day. Please make alternative arrangements 
for your child's care. 

Teacher Only Day: Friday 31 October 

Our teaching staff will be busy working on professional development, focusing specifically on the new 
Refreshed Mathematics Curriculum. As this is a day for our teachers to work, parents MUST keep their 

children at home for this Teacher Only Day. 
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Kapa Haka  Festival at Hurupaki —17th of October 

Our Tuakana Kapa Haka roopu are performing at the 

Hurupaki Festival on the 17th of October. Please come 

and show your support for our Tamariki! 
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Road Safety Supervision 

Please be aware that we have duty 
teachers supervising our pedestrian 
crossings each morning and afternoon. 

Cross St - 8.35 - 8.55am and 3 - 3.10pm 

Bank St  - 8.15 - 8.55am and 3 - 3.10pm 

 

School Zone Safety Reminder 
Keep our kids safe! When driving near our school: 

• Slow Down to the posted school zone limit. 
• Stop for crossing guards and children in 

crosswalks. 
• Stay Alert—expect the unexpected. 

• Park Legally—never double-park or block 
visibility. 

Your caution makes all the difference! 

School Uniforms 

We are proud of our school uniform and would like to see all children 

wearing it correctly everyday. We would like to remind parents that dark 

blue shorts/skirts/tights are part of the uniform as well as our light blue 

school shirt. In the winter months school sweatshirts and jackets are en-

couraged. We have a number of jackets available at school for whanau 

who have been unable to access one. Please help us maintain a tidy and 

well presented school by sending your children off to school in the correct 

uniform everyday. 
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Term 4 Sunhat Reminder 

With the arrival of term 4 it is time for all 

children to bring hats to school so that they 

can be Sunsmart. Any hat is fine as long as it 

gives protection from the sun. 
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Could you please complete this community survey on Science learning at Whangarei Primary School? We 

would love your opinion. There are only 5 questions.  Thank you for your time. 

Community Survey  

https://forms.gle/vtpKri3GJNMwWVhu5 

https://forms.gle/vtpKri3GJNMwWVhu5
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Grass Heads By Room 14&13 

At the end of last term, Room 14 and Room 13 made grass heads. This fun, 

hands-on activity involved using stockings, soil, and grass seeds to create lit-

tle heads that grow grass for hair. The students decorated their grass 

heads with faces and then planted the seeds inside. 

Over time, they watched the grass grow, learning how plants change and 

what they need to survive. Every day, they checked on their grass heads, 

watering them and seeing how much the “hair” had grown. It was a great 

way to learn about plants, while also being creative. 

Afterwards, the students wrote descriptive stories about their grass heads, 

using their observations to bring the characters to life. 

 

 

 

 

 

My grass head is named Leon. He has a mullet hair style. Leon is very happy. 

He had brown skin with big eyes. Leon's smile is red and made out of a feath-

er. By Leo Price Rm14 

 

Hippup is my grass head's name. He has brown skin and tiny eyes with a 

pointed nose. His grass hair is curly like noodles we eat. He is my best friend. 

Seb. B Rm 14 
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Grass Heads By Room 14&13 

My grass head is named after my teacher. She has beautiful eyes 

like a butterfly and a red smile made from wool. She looks like she is 

ready to go to a royal party. I love taking care of her. By London 

Spence.Rm14  

 

My grass head is named silly sausage because he looks very silly. He 

has grass sticking out of him everywhere.  He even has a pretty 

pink bow tie and huge goggly eyes. I enjoy watering him everyday, 

as he looks across the ground outside room 14. Lucy.A Rm14 

 

My grass head is called Mr. Spike. He has big googly eyes and a red 

smile made from felt. His hair is long and spiky like a porcupine, and 

it grows in all directions! Every morning, I water him and check if 

his hair is getting longer. He looks like he just woke up from bed 

with messy hair! I 

think Mr. Spike is 

cheeky and fun. He sits 

on my windowsill and 

watches the world 

with his big eyes. 

Rm14 
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During the school holidays, our Remarkable Kids finished 
assembling the final three game tables. They did an outstanding 
job building and applying the undercoat to each one. A big thank 
you to painter Daniel McCallum, who generously painted the 
tables for us—they look absolutely fantastic! We’re excited to take 
the next step this term by adding the game boards to the tops of 
the tables and completing the project.   
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Thank you for your support!      Regards Sonja Hyman Sports Co-ordinator  

The winter sports season is now completed. 

There are still a few payments outstanding.  If you can please pay your fees now, it would be appreciat-

ed.  (Amount and bank details should be on the newsletter, please keep it there.) 

There's also quite a few sports uniforms outstanding as well.  

Please return this to the school office asap! 

ISSUE 7 is here – and it's a big one!  

Welcome to this year's BUMPER issue with an additional six pages of must-have reads.  

We believe that books belong on every wishlist, so we're bringing back our FREE BOOK OF-

FER to make gift-giving easy and affordable. Every LOOP order over $25 will be gifted up to 3 

free books!  Closing date is 16 October and we only accept online orders.  
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2025 House and Enviro Poor Knights Trip Fundraising 

A massive thank you to the following businesses for their support in our 

fundraising efforts: 

Earrings by ljvm 

Miss Batterby's Dad - 

https://donovans.co.nz/
https://www.harpercollins.co.nz/
https://northlandendoscopy.co.nz/team/will-anderson
https://www.autotechnorth.co.nz/
https://www.shoepulse.co.nz/
https://www.nz-native-riverwood.com/
https://www.sporty.co.nz/msc
https://www.facebook.com/earringsbyljvm/
https://claasharvestcentre.com/dealership/claas-harvest-centre-northland/
https://www.noelleeming.co.nz/stores/whangarei-supa.html?srsltid=AfmBOoq4cA2qASihWnZVTEaecpUdMbqZFqDuBurS-GXpVUASO4TLx8Jz
https://www.facebook.com/p/Bliss-Hair-Design-100085002637979/
https://harcourts.net/nz
https://essencecafe.co.nz/
https://www.paknsave.co.nz/
https://www.woolworths.co.nz/
https://www.carters.co.nz/
https://rwwhangarei.co.nz/
https://www.bunnings.co.nz/
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Community Notices 


