
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

No 5:      Monday 23rd March 2026                           phone:  092351005    txt: 0275247338 
 

There are only 2 weeks left of this term, so please note the following dates: 
Students finish: Wednesday 1st April  at 2.20pm 

Teacher Only Day: Thursday 2nd April.  
Good Friday: Friday 3rd April (Preparation Day for Easter Auction) 

Easter Auction: Saturday 4th April. 
 
We warmly welcome Tasmin Smyth to Awhitu District School. Tasmin has joined Mrs Wheatley 
in Te Whānau Kiwi.  We hope you enjoy your time here and quickly feel part of our school 
community. 
 

Congratulations 
At assembly last Friday, the following students were awarded certificates for a variety of 
achievements such as showing leadership, always making an outstanding effort, for 
hard work and for demonstrating our PRIDE values. 
                           

             Pride Awards                                                Class Awards 
      Te Whaanau Kiwi R1:   Adaline                                        Te Whaanau Kiwi R1:   Cooper F    

      Te Whaanau Ruru R2:  Jonah and Lochlan                     Te Whaanau Ruru R2:  Nico and Ayrton 

      Te Whaanau Takahe R3:  Beau and Marcus                   Te Whaanau Takahe R3: Te Arepa and Imani  

      Te Whaanau Tui R4:   Trey and Irene                               Te Whaanau Tui R4:  Cooper and Nala 

      Te Whaanau Toroa R6:  Ezra and Cole                             Te Whaanau Toroa R6:  Hawaiki and Wyatt 

 
Technology classes  at View Road School for the Yr 7 & 8’s : This Friday, 27th March. ​
 
Kia Ora Ake School Counselling Service   ​
If you feel counselling is something that you would like your child to participate in, either 
individually or in small group sessions, please contact Tania Wheatley: 
taniaw@awhitu.school.nz  for a chat and a permission slip. 
The Kia Ora Ake counsellors will be here each week on a Thursday morning. This is a free 
service to all our tamariki. 
 
 

Stay Connected – Skool Loop App  
Can all school families please download the Skool Loop App on your phone to receive:​

Newsletters​
Notices​

Instant messages​
Event updates​

Please ensure notifications are turned on in the App. 
 
 
 

mailto:taniaw@awhitu.school.nz


 
ST Patrick's Day 
What an amazing day it was. Almost 100% of our students participated and the 
teachers too! Lots of interesting “green” food was shared as well! Thank you to all our 
amazing families who made the effort to dress up and have some fun and to Mrs 
O’Regan and our awesome school leaders for organising the day!! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Group day and zone day swimming 
We had 26 students represent our school at the Waiuku Schools Group Day Swimming event. 
All students represented our school with PRIDE and the support from our parents was 
fabulous. We had some awesome results: 
 
Mikaia Tautalanoa (9 year old girls) - 1st, backstroke; 2nd, breaststroke, 3rd freestyle 
Carter Chitty (9 year old boys) - 2nd, backstroke; 3rd, 2 lengths freestyle and breaststroke;  
Datsun Ujdur (10 year old boys) - 2nd freestyle 
Henry van der Star (Year 7 boys) - 3rd, 100m freestyle 
Elliot Whittaker (Year 8 boys) - 3rd, backstroke 
Tynell Hastings-Hol (Year 8 boys) - 2nd, breaststroke 
 
We then had 5 students go on to represent our school at the Franklin Schools Zone Day 
Swimming. Mikaia, Elliot and Tynell make it through to finals. 
 
 
Attendance matters and support​
All families will have received information about the Ministry of Education’s attendance 
expectations for schools across New Zealand. These outline four attendance categories, 
ranging from Good Attendance through to Worrying, Concerning, and Very Concerning 
Attendance.​
​
The Ministry’s goal is for at least 80% of students to attend school 90% of the time each term. 
This is equivalent to fewer than five days of absence per term. Regular attendance and being 
at school on time each morning is important for your child’s learning, wellbeing, and sense of 
belonging at school. Lateness to school is also recorded by the Ministry of Education. Our 
school starts at 8.20am every morning. Students arriving after this time are recorded as late. 



When a student’s attendance crosses into one of the monitored thresholds, the school is 
required to make contact with parents, caregivers, and whānau. We also need to record and 
report any support or actions we put in place. 

We fully understand that some absences are unavoidable, such as illness, medical 
appointments, or family circumstances, and these are justified absences and acknowledged in 
attendance records. If possible please send in a medical certificate if your child sees a doctor.​
Unjustified absences include: holidays during term time, shopping days etc.  

To help us keep accurate records, please notify the school office before the start of the school 
day if your child will be absent. This can be done via phone, text, or Skool Loop. Unexplained 
absences must be recorded as truant. 

If you have any concerns about attendance or would like support, please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch. We are here to work alongside you to support your child’s success. 

 
 
 

Easter auction 
 

The Annual Easter Auction is fast approaching!  
Only 10 days to go until auction day on Easter Saturday 

4th April.  
Keep sorting and putting aside anything you want to be collected by our  wonderful 

volunteers on Good Friday, 3rd March. 
 

It’s still not too late to offer your help. We really do need it and it will be really appreciated. 
Please contact Melony Tautalanoa : 021 242 2313 
 
 

                Easter Auction Raffle Items     
  

We are collecting items for the Easter Auction raffles, so please can you send in the 
appropriate items as listed below. Thank you so much! 

 
The Easter Auction as you know is the main fundraising event for our school. The money raised 
contributes so much extra funding to allow your children many additional learning 
opportunities throughout the year. We acknowledge that financial times are challenging at the 
moment and your support for the auction is really appreciated. 
 
Rm 1 & 2 collecting: Easter Eggs in all shapes and forms & stationery items, glitter pens, sparkly 

notepads, etc. 

Rm 3 collecting: New Toys suitable for raffle prizes 

Rm 4 collecting: Household items e.g a tea-towel, cooking utensil, mug etc 

Rm 6 collecting: Health & beauty items e.g. hand lotion, facial creme, shower gel etc. 

 
 
 

REMINDER:     PLASTIC RECYCLING  



 
A company called EACL has been formed by a group of shareholders to develop the PLAZROK 
business in New Zealand. PLAZROK is a process that has been developed as a result of over 20 
years of experience in Waste Stream Plastics which has developed a composite aggregate for use in 
the concrete industry. 
 
EACL has set up a facility at Bombay to take waste plastic and convert this into PLAZROK and 
convert that into pavers and bricks.  
 
It is well recognised that plastic waste is having a significant impact on the environment and at 
present, Auckland Council only accepts plastics that are rated as 1, 2 & 5. All other plastics can end 
up in landfill. To get the plastic waste from entering the landfill, we need to bring in better recycling 
solutions. EACL believes a good starting point for this is to involve local schools with the right 
incentive and means of putting a good process in place. 
 
HOW CAN OUR SCHOOL HELP? 
 
EACL will provide a 100 litre recycling bag that can be purchased from school for $6.00 per bag. This 
bag holds around 100 litres of recyclable plastic. Of this $6.00, $1.50 comes to the school as a 
fundraiser, .50c to the school for administration, $1.00 cost of printing the bag and $3.00 to EACL for 
processing cost and transport. They will come and collect the filled bags from school.  
 
When you purchase the bag, you fill it up with ANY type of plastics 1 - 7, including yoghurt pottles, all 
lids, soft plastics and all the other plastics that you cannot put out in the present council recycling 
bins. 
When your bag is filled up, you drop it off at school and put it in the cage provided by EACL and when 
the cage is filled, they come and collect it.  
Please don’t put any rubbish, cans or metals into the bag. This will destroy their machinery. 
 
EACL have selected rural schools to be the first active participants in this programme, and if 
successful will look to roll it out in all schools in the Franklin district. 
 
If you would like to participate in this programme, you can purchase the purple 100 litre bag from the 
school office for $6.00, and simply drop it off at school when it is full, and purchase another one.  
 

                                                       The 2026 Awhitu District School Board  
Presiding Member:  Leigh Maffey 

Principal:  Megan Allen 
Staff Rep:  Lisa Pritchard 

Members:  Daniel Dodd, Melony Tautalanoa and Chanelle Hol 
 

Ngā mihi nui​
Megan Allen and the team at Awhitu District School. 

Dates for this term… Please check the dates below for any changes and/or updates 

WEEK  DATE EVENT 

Wk 9 Wednesday 1st April Last Day of Term 1 for students. School finishes at 2.25pm as usual. 

Wk 9 Thursday 2nd April Teacher Only Day 



FRIDAY 3RD APRIL Easter Auction Preparation Day 

SATURDAY 4TH APRIL Awhitu District School Annual Easter Auction 

Remaining Yr 7/8 Technology Days for Term 1:  Friday 27th March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


