
 

                                        Whenuakite School 
Results from the Parent/Caregiver Survey May 2025 

 
Comments from the parents/caregivers have been summarized. A full collection of individual 

comments is available at the school office. Percentages and number of responses in 2025 - 54 forms 
returned, please note that in this survey approximately 1.8% = 1 person,etc. 

 
 

1.  Do you feel that the school provides adequate Te Reo and tikanga Maori in the school? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 
 1 2 3 4 5 

2025 50.2% 27.7% 12.9% 9.2%  
 Comment: The results and comments show mixed responses, though the majority of parents 

believe the school has made noticeable improvements in incorporating Te Reo Māori and 
tikanga, particularly through Kapa Haka, which received widespread praise. While some 
parents expressed concern about the balance between bicultural content and the core 
curriculum, most acknowledged the school's positive direction, growing teacher confidence, 
and welcomed continued efforts in this area. 

 
 
2. Do you feel that the school prepares students for high school? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 22.5% 37.5% 37.5% 2.5%  

 Comment: Most parents agree that the school helps prepare students for high school, 
though several noted areas for improvement, particularly in easing the transition, stronger 
relationship-building with teachers at MBAS, increasing homework in the senior years, better 
balance between written book work and technology use in the senior years, and 
strengthening core academic skills. Many respondents with younger children felt unable to 
comment, but those with older students appreciated exposure to larger group settings and 
acknowledged that Whenuakite students have gone on to succeed, while also noting the 
challenge of adjusting from a small rural school to larger high school environments. 

 
 
3.  Do you feel that the behaviour of students at Whenuakite School is of an acceptable standard? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 30.3% 50.9% 18.8%   

 Comment: Most parents feel that student behaviour at Whenuakite School is of an 
acceptable standard, with many praising the school values and respectful behaviour both in 
and out of the classroom. However, some concerns were raised around bullying, rough play, 
and the impact of higher-needs students on others, with suggestions to implement a more 
comprehensive school-wide behaviour program and enhanced social-emotional learning, 
along with additional support and training for teacher aides. 

 
 
4.  Do you believe there is a safe environment at Whenuakite School? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 
 1 2 3 4 5 

2025 53.8% 44.4% 1.8%   
 Comment: Most parents strongly agree that Whenuakite School provides a safe 

environment, with many noting that their children feel secure and that staff handle conflict 
well and are approachable. While overall safety is acknowledged, concerns were raised 
about potential risks like parking and traffic, behavioural needs, gate security, and potential 
risks related to the main road and stranger danger, with some parents asking for greater 
transparency in safety procedures. 

 
 
 



5.  Do you feel welcome to visit the school/classroom during class time? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 
 1 2 3 4 5 

2025 53.9% 29.6% 5.5% 9.2% 1.8% 
 Comment: The majority of parents strongly agree and feel welcome to visit the school or 

classroom, especially when visits are arranged at appropriate times, and they appreciate 
the school’s encouragement of whānau involvement and the welcoming nature of staff. 
While some prefer not to disrupt teaching time or would only visit when invited, feedback 
suggests that communication and openness have improved in recent years, and the 
school is encouraged to continue in this positive direction. 

 
6.  Do you support the curriculum delivery (Classroom programmes) and the choices it 

offers students at Whenuakite Primary School? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 22.8% 49% 22.6% 5.6%  

 Comment: Parents support programmes and curriculum delivery at Whenuakite School, 
expressing trust in the teachers and appreciation for their efforts. While many would like 
a stronger focus on the core subjects of reading, writing, and maths, some parents also 
value other areas of the curriculum, such as arts, sports and music, with several 
requesting more music opportunities. There’s always room for improvement, and clearer 
communication about what is being taught—particularly around sexuality education, 
screen use, and new content—would help parents better support learning at home.. 

 
7.  Do you support the L.E.O.T.C  (Learning Experiences Outside The Classroom) 
programmes at Whenuakite Primary School? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 
 1 2 3 4 5 

2025 71.8% 22.6% 5.6%   
 Comment: Most parents strongly support the L.E.O.T.C. programmes at Whenuakite 

School, praising the positive impact on student engagement, self-esteem, real-world 
learning and the links in learning from inside the classroom. Parents appreciate and are 
happy to support these enriching opportunities and recognize the growing benefits of 
local connections and nature-based experiences for Hauora and well-being, though 
some expressed concerns about balancing these activities with regular learning time. 

 

 
8.  Do you agree that physical education , well being and sports in school are important? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 81.2% 18.8%    

 Comment: Most parents strongly agree that physical education, well-being/health, and 
sports are important, with many highlighting their value for both mental and physical well-
being. It is encouraging to see the school offering a range of opportunities in these 
areas, with strong support for maintaining and growing these programmes in the future, 
as they are seen as essential for students’ overall holistic well-being. 

 
 
9. Do you feel informed about how your child is achieving and progressing?.  
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 
 1 2 3 4 5 

2025 36% 39.6% 20.7% 3.7%  
 Comment: Most parents feel reasonably informed about their child’s progress, with 

interviews and reports seen as helpful, and teachers described as approachable and 
open to communication. However, many would appreciate more regular updates about 
their child’s progress and overall learning—such as bi-monthly check-ins or quick notes 
on areas needing support—as well as clearer, more detailed reporting and more day-to-
day feedback, including seeing student work at home. 

 
 



 
10. Do you feel homework/home learning should be given at Whenuakite School? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 26.5% 24.5% 26.4% 11.3% 11.3% 

 Comment: Parent responses were mixed regarding homework, with many supporting it—
particularly for older students—to help prepare for high school, encourage self-directed 
learning, and strengthen the connection between home and school. While some families 
find it difficult to fit in due to busy schedules, parents generally value homework that 
supports core skills like reading and spelling, continues class learning and believe it 
offers insight into their child’s learning and away parents can support the teacher and 
their child, provided it remains flexible and age-appropriate. 

 
 
Results for homework-link from the most to the least important, 1 being the most and 10 being the least. 
 

Numeracy – Basic Facts 
 

1 Healthy Eating Healthy Activity 
 

6 
 

Reading 
 

2 Topic study 
 

7 

Writing  
3 Arts   

8 

Numeracy Skills   
4 Current Events  

9 

Spelling  
5 Science/Technology  

10 
    
 

 
 
11. Reading is a priority at Whenuakite School to improve student learning through  a 
structured, daily programme. 

 
 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 77.6% 18.8% 1.8% 1.8%  

 Comment: Most parents strongly agree with the priority placed on reading at Whenuakite 
School, recognising the importance of a structured, daily programme to support literacy 
development. Parents are mostly happy with the daily reading programmes, with a few 
comments questioned whether reading is being effectively prioritised, there was also 
support for a balanced approach that values reading alongside other important areas like 
the arts, sports, and cross-curricular learning to keep students engaged. 

 
 
12. Writing is a priority at Whenuakite School to improve student learning through  a 
structured, daily programme. 

 
 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 73.8% 18.8% 5.6% 1.8%  

 Comment: Most parents strongly agree with the school’s focus on writing as a priority, 
acknowledging the importance of a structured, daily writing programme to support 
learning. Parents are mostly happy with the daily writing programmes, with some feeling 
it could be better delivered, with suggestions for more handwriting/book work in the 
senior years and a research-based approach, while also appreciating the school’s efforts 
to balance writing with other valuable areas like the arts and sports to maintain student 
engagement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
13. Mathematics is a priority at Whenuakite School to improve student learning through  a 

structured, daily programme. 
 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 75.7% 20.7% 1.8% 1.8%  

 Comment: Most parents strongly agree with prioritising mathematics at Whenuakite 
School, recognising the importance of a structured, daily maths programme. Parents are 
mostly happy with the daily numeracy programmes, while some comments indicated that 
delivery could be improved and whole-class instruction is not meeting all learners' needs, 
there was support for a balanced approach to keep students engaged. 

 
14. Do you agree with the importance placed on Information Communication 

Technology (Computers, etc) at Whenuakite School? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 19.8% 23.5% 39.2% 11.7% 5.8% 

 Comment: Parent responses around Information Communication Technology (ICT) were 
mixed, with many acknowledging its importance in preparing students for the digital 
world but strongly supporting limited screen time in the junior school—used only 
occasionally and as a tool to support learning. Concerns raised about excessive use of 
technology in the senior years, with a shared view that a balanced approach is needed 
to ensure traditional skills like handwriting and reading are not compromised. Several 
suggestions were made, including alternatives to screen use during rainy breaks. 

 
15. Are you satisfied with the BOT efforts in the governance of Whenuakite School? 

 
 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 

2025 45.5% 37.7% 15% 1.8%  
 Comment: Most parents are satisfied with the Board of Trustees’ (BOT) governance of 

Whenuakite School, with positive comments highlighting the board’s dedication, 
accessibility, and strong community involvement. While overall feedback was very 
supportive, one comment suggested more focus on core responsibilities such as student 
achievement, learning, and attendance, along with a better understanding and 
communication of the BOT’s obligations and governance role. 

 
16. Do you believe the Cooks Beach Carnival fundraising group supports and works hard 
to provide additional resources for Whenuakite School? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 

2025 88.3% 11.7%    
 Comment: Parents strongly agree that the Cooks Beach Carnival fundraising group 

provides valuable support for Whenuakite School, with many praising the event's 
success, positive atmosphere, and the incredible dedication of the volunteers. While the 
fundraising group’s hard work is appreciated, there were suggestions for communication 
on how the raised funds are spent and a call for more parent involvement. 

 
17. Do you believe the different out of school Sports groups support and work hard to help 
our students get into and achieve in sports? 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 49.1% 42.8% 6.1% 2%  

 Comment: Most parents strongly agree that the out-of-school sports groups play a vital 
role in supporting students to get into and succeed in sports, despite the potential 
challenges of less competitive opportunities. While parents appreciate and support the 
existing sports programmes, there were suggestions to continue growing these 
opportunities, including more accessible swimming lessons, organized other sports and 
additional avenues for students to represent the school in a variety of sports. 

 
 



 
18. Atmosphere (The vibe) 
 

 Yes, strongly Agree    No, strongly 
disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 61.6% 34.6% 3.8%   

 Comment: Most parents strongly agree that the atmosphere at Whenuakite School is 
positive, with many praising the school’s KITE values, the supportive staff, and the strong, 
growing sense of community. The school’s culture is seen as growing with immense 
potential, and while the atmosphere is widely appreciated, there were suggestions for 
additional funding to enhance the learning environment, as well as a desire for more staff 
support and less disruption from government interventions. 

 
19. Recommendation 
 

 Yes, strongly 
Agree 

   No, strongly 
disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 
2025 74.6% 25.4%    

 Comment: The clear majority of parents strongly agree that they would recommend 
Whenuakite School to others, with many praising it as a lovely rural school with dedicated 
teachers and great opportunities. While the school is highly regarded overall, some 
parents noted that there is room for improvement on the academic side but still consider it 
a great school to promote. 

 
20. General questions (Summarized comments from survey) 
 
(a)  What expectations do you have for your children by the time they leave 
Whenuakite School? 
 
Parents have high expectations for their children by the time they leave Whenuakite School, 
with a focus on preparing them academically, socially, and emotionally for high school and 
life. Expectations include building confidence, resilience, strong self-management, a passion 
for learning, and strong social skills, with some suggestions for improvements in academic 
preparedness and better balance between extracurricular activities and core learning time. 
 
 
 

(b)  What else could make a real improvement for students learning in our school? 
 
To improve students' learning at Whenuakite School, parents suggest a variety of initiatives, 
including expanding music and drama opportunities, increasing teacher support, enhancing 
resources for advanced learners, and ensuring a safe, consistent approach to behaviour 
management. Other suggestions include more outdoor and hands-on learning experiences, 
additional funding for better facilities, increased extracurricular activities, and more learning 
support, all while continuing the positive changes already seen in recent years. 
 
 
(c)  What do you think are the greatest challenges facing Whenuakite School over the 
next 3 years? 
 
The greatest challenges facing Whenuakite School over the next three years include 
managing roll growth, securing adequate funding, and maintaining a balance between 
maintaining the school’s rural values while making necessary upgrades. Other concerns 
include teacher workload, class sizes, academic results, behaviour issues, curriculum 
changes, community connections, and adapting to new social influences like technology, 
social media, and increasing numbers of students with diverse needs. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Any other comments you wish to make. 
 
The majority of comments were positive, with parents expressing appreciation for the dedicated staff, 
the caring environment, and the overall positive atmosphere at Whenuakite School. While there is 
recognition of areas for improvement, such as class sizes and screen time/ICT use, behaviour needs 
and social and emotionally programmes, and academic growth, many parents are proud to be part of 
the school community and are grateful for the efforts of the teachers and leadership in creating a safe, 
inviting, and diverse educational experience for their children.  
 
Conclusion:  
 
The 2025 Whenuakite School community survey (received 54 surveys back) reflects a predominantly 
positive view of the school’s direction, values, and educational environment. Parents overwhelmingly 
expressed appreciation for the dedicated staff, strong sense of community, and the inclusive culture 
shaped by the KITE values. There is clear support for the school’s priorities in reading, writing, and 
maths, along with enthusiasm for programmes such as physical education, LEOTC, and wellbeing 
initiatives. At the same time, parents offered constructive feedback on areas for growth—particularly 
around academic growth, communication, homework, class sizes, technology use and support for 
behavioural, social and emotional programmes school wide. As the school navigates upcoming 
challenges such as roll growth, funding, and shifting social influences, the feedback highlights a 
community that is both supportive and invested in continued improvement. With a strong foundation in 
place, Whenuakite School is well positioned to build on its successes and respond to the evolving 
needs of its learners and whānau  
 
Summary and Actions Planned – Based on 2025 Parent Survey Feedback    
 
The teaching team, senior leadership team, and Board of Trustees have been analysing the results, 
including general questions and comments. As a school we are pleased with many of the results and 
feedback, we recognise there is room for improvement and growth. As a school, we will focus to 
improve, prioritising improvement in all areas where agreement fell below 70%, alongside the specific 
actions outlined below. 
Summary 
 
There is very strong support (95% or greater support) for the following questions 
4.  Do you believe there is a safe environment at Whenuakite School? 
8.  Do you agree that physical education, well being and sports in school are important? 
11. Reading is a priority at Whenuakite School to improve student learning through a structured, daily 
programme. 
13. Mathematics is a priority at Whenuakite School to improve student learning through a structured, 
daily programme. 
16.Do you believe the Cooks Beach Carnival fundraising group supports and works hard to provide 
additional resources for Whenuakite School? 
18.Atmosphere (The vibe) 
19. Recommendation 
 
There will a be a real focus for improvement when there is only (70% or less support) for the following 
questions 
2. Do you feel that the school prepares students for high school?  
10. Do you feel homework/home learning should be given at Whenuakite School? 
14.Do you agree with the importance placed on Information Communication Technology (Computers, 
etc) at Whenuakite School? 
 
 
1. Strengthen Core Learning Focus (Reading, Writing, Maths)  
 
Continue daily structured literacy and numeracy programmes with consistency across all classrooms. 
Review delivery methods and teaching to ensure differentiation and student engagement.  
 
Continue implementing the new reading, writing, and maths learning through teacher professional 
development. Extra support to both learners needing extra support and students excelling.  
 



Provide more opportunities and information to support learning at home. 
 
 
2. Improve Communication and Reporting  
 
A new reporting system is being used in line with the refreshed curriculum. This will show where a 
student is within specific curriculum goals (phases)Parent/caregivers will have greater and continued 
access to it with work samples as it is developed within the school. 
 
Explore ways to continue enhancing communication with parents to keep families well-informed—for 
example, through regular information evenings, newsletters, parent workshops, and improved use of 
digital platforms. 
 
 
3. Homework/Home Learning  
 
Investigate and research homework/learning that could lead into a clear, flexible homework -home 
learning policy tailored by year level, age and stage.  
 
Ensure homework/learning supports core skills and strengthens home-school connections, without 
overwhelming families.  
 
 
4. Student Behaviour and Wellbeing  
 
Investigate, update and implement a consistent, school-wide behaviour, relationship programmes  
and wellbeing framework.  
 
Full staff professional learning and development (pld) in Positive Culture 4 Learning programmes 
 

- Understanding Behaviours and Responding Safely 
 

- Cool Schools Programme 
 

- Tilting the Seesaw and a ”Way to Play”” 
 
5. Technology Use in Learning  
 
Reaffirm limited screen use in junior classes, using digital tools only when they enhance learning.  
 
Review and communicate the purpose and benefits of digital tools used for learning and curriculum 
based projects. As well as recognise the balance and  importance of written book work.  
 
 
6. Cultural Responsiveness and Te Ao Māori  
 
Continue embedding Te Reo and Tikanga Māori across the curriculum.  
 
Strengthen kapa haka and authentic bicultural learning experiences.  
 
7. Transition to High School  
 
Work with MBAS and other High schools to continue to strengthen transition processes. 
 
Increase senior school expectations around self-management, homework, and independence.  
 
Continue to offer leadership opportunities and larger group experiences to support readiness. 
 
8. Curriculum Breadth and Enrichment  
 
Continue the school’s priorities in reading, writing, and maths.   
 



Continue offering and expanding access to sports, music, arts, and LEOTC opportunities. Ensure a 
balance between enrichment activities and core learning time. 
 
Seek community partnerships and visiting experts to enrich classroom learning.  
 
 
9. Strengthen School Governance and Communication  
 
Continue to increase visibility of Board of Trustees work and decisions through regular updates.  
 
Clarify BOT roles and responsibilities to the community, especially around strategic planning, and 
policy.  
 
 
10. Funding, Growth, and Infrastructure  
 
Monitor and plan for roll growth or roll decrease while protecting the school's rural culture and values.  
 
Seek additional funding for facilities, classroom resources and staff support.  
 
Continue to work on and collaborate with the community on things like, improving traffic safety and 
parking. 
 
 
Strategic long term goals  
 
The teaching team, Senior Leadership Team and Board of Trustees have been analyzing the 
results, general questions and comments. As a school we are very pleased with most of the 
results. However the school will focus to improve particularly on all questions where there is 
less than 70% agreement (Level 1 or 2 are regarded as agreeing with the Statements). 
 
Actions, improvement and implementations from this survey do help the Board of Trustees 
form the Schools Strategic Plan for 2026 - 2028. The Strategic plan helps us run the school 
better. Strategic planning is reported at each Board meeting where new policies are formed, 
then the teaching team makes procedures to follow. These updates and changes come out 
as information to parents and community via our website, skool loop, meetings, notices and 
newsletters. Our main focus for the next few years from the strategic plan, will be on 
transitions, with our new enrolments and Year 8’s going to High School. To continue to 
improve “Attendance and Engagement” and to continue to foster positive relationship’s.  
 
Each year the Board of Trustees sends out updated policies and procedures related to 
different aspects of the school. If you are unsure about certain aspects at school please visit 
the school website – www.whenuakite.school.nz and link to schoolDocs or talk to us. 
 
As Parents/Caregivers if you do have any issues it is important to make the Staff, Principal 
and/or Board of Trustees aware of them so we can take action or work towards a positive 
resolution. At the start of each year and term we sent out the “Welcome back to school” 
family packs with information and changes to policy and procedures in the school. 
 
We have really valued your feedback that will allow us to improve Together. When Home and 
School can work Together we are able to create the best possible outcomes for our children. 
 
Remember the school has an open-door policy, so don’t hesitate to pop in!  
 
Whenuakite School B.O.T.         May 2025 

http://www.whenuakite.school.nz/
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