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Welcome
Welcome to Waiouru  School. 
We are a small rural school with a roll of around 125 
students.
We have one New Entrant/Year One class (Makiokio Awa 
iti). Our day is a balance of exploration learning through 
play, as well as structured Literacy and Numeracy.

We are passionate about supporting children in having a 
positive and successful start to school. Providing students 
with a variety of hands-on experiences, social skills 
development and learning experiences where children 
experience success. 



Transition to school

School Visits: At Waiouru School we recommend four to six school visits leading 
up to their start date and these are generally in the three weeks beforehand. 
There are two Tuesday morning visits from 9-11, and two whole day visits from 
9-3 (these are flexible). During these visits, we run our normal program which 
includes lots of exploration! If we feel like a child may benefit from extra visits 
then this will be organised. The teacher will contact you closer to the time 
about visit dates and times. 

The class has a fruit break around 9.40, please bring a piece of fruit in a 
separate labelled container.  You will need to provide morning tea and lunch  
on the two full length days.

We also recommend a change of clothes - just in case!

After the two half day visits, we recommend you leave your child 
however you must be within 5 minutes of the school should we 
need to contact you. Please do not go to far.

At Waiouru School we want you to make the best decision for your child. Whether that is starting full time at 5 
years of age or part time until your child finds their feet.  You can discuss this with your child’s classroom teacher.



Ready for School Think about..

Dressing/Undressing

Can your child put on and do up their own shoes and socks? 
Can your child zip and button their pants?
Can your child put on and zip up their own jacket?
Can your child undress and redress themselves if they happen to have 
an accident/ get wet playing with water / play in the mud / go 
swimming with school?

Now is the time to practise these skills so they feel confident doing these 
on their own.

Toileting

Can your child go to the toilet when they need to?
Can your child wipe/clean themself when they’ve been to the toilet? 
Can your child wash and dry their hands?

If not, now is the time to practise these skills. We fully understand that accidents 
happen and will endeavour to help your child if and when necessary in as dignified 
a fashion as possible. It is recommended that you pack a change of clothes in the 
bottom of your child’s bag, if possible within a wet bag.
The toilets are located at the end of the learning street and are small-child sized. 

Developing Independence
As much as we love to help our kids, sometimes by doing this we are not 
enabling them to be independent. Please encourage your children to 
practise this independence from day one. We understand that each child 
is different and has different needs, but for most these are some tasks that 
we can work on to build confidence and independence.

They will be encouraged to:
★ Carry their own school bags
★ Put their books and book bag away in the boxes available
★ Put their fruit snack, lunch box  and drink bottle in their spot
★ Hang up their own coat and school bag (lunch box stays in the bag) 
★ Pack it all back up at the end of the day.Kai/Eating times

1. Can your child open and close their own lunch box? 
2. Can your child open their snack boxes and wrappers? If not, 
now is the time to practice these skills. 

9:40am Fruit break- One piece (or handful) of fruit, vegetables, 
crackers (nothing in a wrapper) - in a named separate 
container to the lunch box. Please do not send in other snacks 
for fruit break time.

10:30 - 11:00 Morning tea - supervised 10 minutes of eating time

12:30pm Lunch - supervised 10 minutes of eating time. 
Sandwiches etc first, then other items of their lunch box before 
play time.



At Waiouru School we teach Literacy through Structured Literacy and use the Liz Kane approach to teaching reading, writing 
and spelling.

In the Makiokio Awa iti classroom, we focus on developing strong phonological awareness, learning our stage one to six 
sounds, learning our heart words and reading decodable texts.

Phonological Awareness is the ability to recognize and manipulate the spoken parts of sentences and words, and strong 
phonological awareness is vital for children to learn how to read. In Makiokio Awa iti, daily phonological awareness games 
and activities are an essential part of our Literacy program.

We also spend time each day learning our sounds and heart words through a range of both hands on and written activities.

When children are ready, they move on to decodable texts which they are able to decode independently through their 
phonemic knowledge of sounds and heart words. 

Literacy



Numeracy
Numeracy is taught in a hands on and engaging way. We encourage children to be active in their maths learning. This 
means there is a focus on the child actually ‘doing’ the maths, rather than the teacher always ‘telling’ the child what to do 
or how to do it.

Numicon will be one of the tools we use to teach Numeracy. Numicon focuses on conversation, hands on learning through 
play and problem solving and inquiry learning.

Numeracy is weaved into investigation time through exploration and play, and then taught explicitly each day. 



Home Learning
After the first few weeks of term one, students will start bringing home some home learning activities (in book bags) based on 
their individual needs. This may include:

Heart words. Children need to learn to read and spell these words from memory. Fun ways to practise heart words could be 
writing them with water or chalk outside, use paints, crayons, felts etc, jump, skip or bounce a ball for each of the letters in a 
word, use shaving foam on a surface like a kitchen bench (messy but fun!), spell using play dough.

Decodable readers (reading books). These will only be sent home once a child has strong phonological awareness, knows all 
of the stage one sounds and heart words and can blend sounds stage one CVC words together. Some children will not be 
ready for decodable readers in their first year at school.

Numicon shapes and numeral cards. If children are learning their numbers 1-10 they might have some numicon shapes and 
some numeral cards come home with them. Order the shapes from smallest to largest, and then match up 
the numeral card with the numicon shape. 



Exploration Learning
In Makiokio Awa iti we have a range of explorations that engage a child's curiosity and wonder.  You will see:

 
●  Different classroom areas such as a tinker table. construction area, science and nature exploration areas and literacy   
    and numeracy activities.

 
●  Literacy and Numeracy weaved into investigations in a meaningful and authentic way
 
●  Children exploring their interests and passions
  
●  Explicit teaching of social skills within investigation time
 
Research shows strong links between play and the development of memory, self-regulation, oral language, social skills 
and success in school. 

 
 



What to bring to school
Each day children will need:

1. A robust, easy to open and close school bag

2. A named book bag (which gets put into the ‘book bag box’ in the classroom). This is part of stationary          
costs.

3. A named, sturdy drink bottle

4. Morning tea, lunch is provided at school. 

5. A fruit food snack. This is a piece of fruit or some crackers, NOT NUTS. Please bring in a separate container.

6. Good covered shoes suitable for running around in.

7. A spare change of clothes and a wet bag

-In terms one and four, we try and swim each day. Please bring named togs, towel,
 goggles (if needed) all in a named bag. 
-In terms one and four, students need a bucket style hat.



Communication
We are in the process of updating our communication, however, in the first instance always speak  
directly with your child’s teacher. 

1) Hero - more information to follow

2) Skool Loop - this is where whole school notices are posted. Get the app and select 

‘Waiouru School’.

3) The School Facebook page (Search ‘Waiouru School’) - this is 
where we celebrate student and school achievements along with  notices posted.

4) School Newsletters - these go out two or three times a term.       
                                

5) School website - currently being developed.

Waiouru School phone number - 06 387 6860

https://www.google.com/search?q=waiouru+school&rlz=1C5CHFA_enNZ983NZ987&oq=waiouru+school&aqs=chrome.0.0i355i512j46i175i199i512j0i512j0i22i30l3j69i65j69i61.2813j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#


Useful Links
School Number - 06 387 6860 

School Address - 18 Ruapehu Street, Waiouru 

Absentee Line:  skool loop / phone or absentee@waiouru.school.nz

Teachers email - first name followed by @waiouru.school.nz

Principal Deirdre Hearmon -  principal@waiouru.school.nz

https://www.google.com/search?q=waiouru+school&rlz=1C5CHFA_enNZ983NZ983&oq=waiouru+school&aqs=chrome.0.0i355i512j46i175i199i512j0i22i30l4j69i64j69i65.2257j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#
mailto:absentee@waiouru.school.nz
mailto:principal@waiouru.school.nz

