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Pūtahi maunga, tū te ao, tū te pō. 

Tēnā koe e tū mai nā hei herenga tāngata, hei herenga kaupapa, hei herenga 
kōrero. 

Whakawhiti mai nei ki Pārahirahi e tū ana hei āhuru mōwai mō tātou katoa.  
Whakarongo atu rā ki a Wairoro e rere mai nei.  Whakawhiti mai ki Ōtuhi hei wāhi 

hākari mō te iwi. 

Tēnā koutou katoa. 
 
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge all of our students who sat the Common Assessment 
Activities (CAAs) over the past two weeks. These are a crucial part of NCEA that assess 
student literacy and numeracy.  
 
In terms of extra-curricular activities I also want to acknowledge our rugby girls who have 
had an outstanding start to their season and all students who are practising for Te Rōpū 
Ara Whānui as they prepare for the regional kapa haka competition early next term. These 
are examples of amazing kaupapa that contribute to the culture and fabric of Northland 
College, and they develop key skills in students that are transferable to learning and life. 
 
Next week will see our Assistant Principal, Mitchel Woodman, go on maternity leave. 
Whaea Ariana Dalton will step up into this role for the next 12 months. We wish Whaea 
Mitchel and her whānau all the best and welcome Ariana to our leadership team where we 
are sure she will make her mark. 
 
Over the past four weeks we have had several instances of students using cellphones to 
record events and incidents at school, and posting them to social media sites. Firstly, 
cellphones at school are banned under the Education and Training Act, 2020 - this 
reinforced a decision to ban cellphones made by the Northland College Board in 2022. 
Secondly, the inability of a minority of students to refrain from recording incidents and 
posting to social media causes stress, angst and discomfort for the students involved. This 
morning I informed students that from next Tuesday any cellphones that are confiscated 
by staff will need to be collected by a caregiver - they will not be automatically returned to 
students at the end of the day. Students who refuse to hand in their cellphones will be 
subject to our disciplinary process.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me at school if you have any questions or concerns. 
Duane Allen 
Tumuaki 
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From Packed Provinces to Peaceful Plateaus:               

NCEA Conquered! 
 

The Senior Asian Studies class has successfully completed another NCEA assessment, this time 
focusing on the spatial distribution of populations in China. It was truly impressive to see the depth 
of understanding demonstrated in their work, highlighting the various factors influencing where 
people live across such a vast and diverse country. The insights they presented were thoughtful 
and well-supported.  Even President Xi Jinping would approve! ​                By Matua Kyle Sutton 
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Chromebook Creations:                                 

Year 9's Guide to Northland's Best! 
Our Year 9 Social Studies students recently completed their first Chromebook-based project, 
creating vibrant tourist brochures showcasing the beauty of Northland, NZ. Students researched 
stunning local sites using their Chromebooks and then utilized their excellent design skills and 
software like Canva to produce visually captivating and informative brochures. This project not 
only deepened their understanding of Northland's attractions but also developed valuable digital 
research, design, and communication skills. Congratulations to all Year 9 students on their 
impressive work!​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ By Matua Kyle Sutton 
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https://vimeo.com/1080334392
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Senior Social Sciences Update 

Our first semester Senior Social Science subject classes are close to completion. Students in 
the Level 2 and 3 NCEA History class and the Level 1 NCEA Asian Studies class have four 
more weeks to complete their internal assessments in those subjects. Different courses will be 
offered in the second semester in the senior Social Sciences.  
 

Mr Peters 
Head of Social Sciences 

Senior Mathematics 
Level 3 Mathematics & Statistics 
All students have successfully gained 6 Level 3 credits to date, having completed two 
internal Achievement Standard assessments. They are now working on their 
coursework for the next unit: Investigate Bivariate Measurement Data [4 credits] 
Throughout this process, students have demonstrated determination, active listening 
skills, a willingness to complete tasks, strong collaboration skills, a respectful attitude, 
and a willingness to ask relevant questions, setting a positive tone for their continued 
learning. This will contribute to their success as they deepen their understanding of this 
topic. 
 
Level 2 Mathematics & Statistics 
Most students have successfully gained 4 Level 2 credits to date, having completed 
two internal Achievement Standard assessments. They are now working on their 
coursework for the next unit: Apply trigonometric relationships in solving problems [3 
credits]. With regular attendance, a willingness to learn, and a positive attitude, higher 
gains are possible 
 
Level 1 Mathematics & Statistics 
We have just completed the first round of testing the US 32406- Use mathematics and 
statistics to meet the numeracy demands of a range of situations. 
CAA-Common assessment activity 
Online / web-based [10 credits] 
A second round of testing will take place in term 3. Two internal Achievement 
Standards will also be assessed this term [10 credits] 
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Junior Mathematics 

Junior students will complete a comprehensive course of study covering the Algebra & 
Number Strand, Measurement & Geometry Strand, and Statistics/Probability Strand. 
A select cohort of students had the opportunity to sit the CAA-Common Assessment 
Activity—online/web-based [10 credits] 

Senior English 
English Department Update: Exploring the Theme of Racism in Year 12 & 13 

This term, our Year 12 and 13 English students have been engaging with powerful texts that 
explore the theme of racism—past and present. Through texts, students are developing a 
deeper understanding of how prejudice, inequality, and injustice have shaped societies and 
continue to impact communities today. 

   

Texts such as Kathryn Stockett’s The Help and Robert E. 
Bartholomew’s No Māori Allowed. These works offer compelling 
perspectives on systemic racism—set in the American South during the 
1960s and small-town Aotearoa in the 1950s. 

 

English Department Update: Researching NZ hot topics in Year 11 

Students are currently completing their second internal assessment in this 
course.  They are researching their topics for a persuasive essay. Some of 
the issues that are banning the use of social media  for16 16-year-olds, 
looking after our marine life, racism between Maori & Pakeha, New 
Zealand gun laws, & teenage drinking and driving. Students are listening to 
podcasts and watching videos, as well as reading online news to access 
information and make judgments about what they have learnt.  
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Junior English Classes Dive into New Adventures! 

This term, our Junior English classes are embarking on exciting literary journeys with two 
captivating novels! 

Year 9 students will be exploring Louis Sachar's award-winning novel, Holes. This darkly 
humorous and poignant story follows Stanley Yelnats to Camp Green Lake, a juvenile 
detention facility where the boys are forced to dig holes all day. As they uncover secrets buried 
beneath the dry lakebed, Stanley unearths his family's curse and discovers the truth about his 
past. Holes offers a fantastic opportunity to discuss themes of fate, friendship, justice, and the 
impact of history. 

Meanwhile, our Year 10 students will be immersed in the powerful world of Kura Toa Warrior 
School by New Zealand author Tim Tipene. This compelling novel invites students to consider 
themes of identity, culture, and resilience through the eyes of a young protagonist navigating 
challenges and discovering his inner strength. Kura Toa Warrior School provides a wonderful 
platform for engaging discussions about local literature and its relevance to our students' lives. 

We're looking forward to a term filled with rich discussions, critical thinking, and a deeper 
appreciation for the power of storytelling! 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                          English Department
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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NSSSA Turbo Touch Champions! 

Congratulations to our senior girls Turbo Touch team for taking 1st place at the Northland 
Secondary School Turbo Touch Championships scoring in the last seconds of a thrilling final 
against Whangarei Girls High School.  

Our senior boys and junior boys also competed in their respective grades. A big thanks goes 
out to Matua Joel Quitta-Moses for his continued support of our school sports teams! 
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Weaving Wonders: Malaysian Artistry Comes Alive! 

Inspired by Malaysian weaving, our students tried their hand at a simpler version using art 
supplies! No fancy looms needed – just strips of colored paper! 

They learned the basic "over and under" technique, just like real weavers. It was awesome to 
see them creating their own patterns and colours. This wasn't just fun art; it helped them: 

●​ Improve their hands: Tricky movements helped their hand-eye coordination. 
●​ Understand design: They learned about repeating patterns and colors. 
●​ Appreciate other cultures: They got a taste of a traditional Malaysian art form. 

This lesson showed all of us how old traditions can still inspire new art. 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  By Whaea Suvina K-Sutton 
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Hockey 

It’s been a rewarding start to the hockey season! Our players have been training hard and 
showing great determination on the field. Despite some tough weather conditions, they 

continue to give it their all each game. We’re proud of their effort and resilience, and look 
forward to what the rest of the season holds! 

 
A big mihi to ReSport for their donation of hockey gear to our rangatahi.  

This support means a lot to us and breaks down any barriers that are preventing our rangatahi 
from getting out on the turf! 
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Pink Shirt Day 2025  

 
Another awesome year of supporting the Pink Shirt Day kaupapa. Our prefects led rotations 
from kanikani to chalk drawings. It was great to see our kids get involved, dress up in Pink and 
be a part of the kaupapa. We raised $153.00. 
 
A mihi to our best-dressed students. Runners up: Terrah-Kaine Kopara and Gurnoor Kaur and 
our winners Kiwa Tulua-Rameka and Tayten Gray-Nikora. 

 

 

62 Mangakahia Road, PO Box 261, KAIKOHE  0440, Ph: 09-401-3200, Text: 021-0814-6498 
Email: admin@northlandcollege.school.nz     www:northlandcollege.school.nz                             

11 

 



 
Northland College 
 

Newsletter    

  Term 2, Week 5 
 

Friday, 30 May 2025 

 
 

SchoolDocs Policies 
To view our school policies and procedures 

please go to - 
https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/ and enter 

Northland College in the search bar - 

 

School Start Time  

8.45am 
 

Cell Phone Ban 
Ngā mihi to our ākonga who have 
consistently supported our ban of mobile 
phones and acknowledged our shared 
responsibility for creating a learning 
environment that’s just about that - learning - 
ko koutou a runga! 

 

KAMAR Parent Portal 
To view your student’s attendance, details 

and reports please contact the school office 
to get your individual login details. 

 

Uniform 
Ngā mihi also to all of our ākonga who wear 
our school uniform with pride and mana! 
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