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Pūtahi maunga, tū te ao, tū te pō. 

Tēnā koe e tū mai nā hei herenga tāngata, hei herenga kaupapa, hei 
herenga kōrero. 

Whakawhiti mai nei ki Pārahirahi e tū ana hei āhuru mōwai mō tātou 
katoa.  Whakarongo atu rā ki a Wairoro e rere mai nei.  Whakawhiti mai ki 

Ōtuhi hei wāhi hākari mō te iwi. 

Tēnā koutou katoa. 
 
Kia ora e te whānau, 
 
I trust that this pānui finds you all warm, well and rested in preparation for Term 3. Today our staff took 
part in professional learning and development to improve our communication and professional 
conversations. We are now looking forward to greeting our ākonga on Monday morning. 
 
In week 10 of Term 2, we introduced a mantra, or saying, that prioritises teaching, learning and 
achievement for all at Northland College. This is, “Learning is important. Nothing disrupts the learning.” 
Over Term 3 we will embed this mantra through our actions and ask that whānau support us in this. How 
are you able to support? By ensuring that your tamaiti/tamariki are at school on time, in correct uniform 
and best prepared to learn. We will be asking that our ākonga are in class on time and commit to learning 
to achieve personal success. Kia kaha tātou! 
 
Some friendly reminders to support student achievement at Northland College: 
 

-​ The school day begins at 8:45am each day. It is important for all students to be on time from start 
to finish each day - this ensures teaching and learning can occur without disruption. 

-​ Please ensure your tamaiti/tamariki have the correct uniform including a warm, black jacket or 
school jacket for the colder winter months ahead. Students can borrow some uniform items, 
including shoes, from Te Punawai o te Hauora (The Student Centre) if they need to; 

-​ Uniforms can be purchased from DDGold on Mangakāhia Road. 
-​ Breakfast Club operates each day from 8am; 
-​ Lunches are provided and a tuck shop provides alternative options. 

 
We welcome a new kaiako, Hinemihi Scott-Baker Selwyn-Kea to our teaching staff in our English 
department and look forward to her contribution to the academic life of our kura.  
 
Duane Allen 
Tumuaki 
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From Green Fields to Gridlock: 9 Arts Tackles the 
Urban Grid Game!  

For Social Studies, 9 ARTS swapped their textbooks for blueprints to explore urbanisation 
(the rapid growth of modern cities) through the interactive Urban Grid Game. Starting with a 
blank, rural landscape, students acted as city planners during a simulated Industrial 
Revolution—rapidly drawing factories, housing, and railways as instructions were read. By 
the final round, our student "mayors" faced the ultimate real-world dilemma: how to balance 
booming economic growth with pollution, crowding, and a loss of green space. The game 
explored how our own local communities are designed, leaving 9 ARTS ākonga with a 
brand-new perspective on the concrete jungles we live in. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Whaea Suvina K-Sutton 

.  
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Shabby People  
Our Year 9 English students recently explored the powerful world of poetry by analysing a 
poem about poverty and street life; ‘Shabby People’, by Sri Lankan author Carl Muller. To 
deepen their understanding, students tapped into their creativity to illustrate individual 
verses, beautifully capturing the poem's raw emotion. The resulting artwork is as 
thought-provoking as the poem itself, showcasing our Year 9s' impressive empathy, critical 
thinking, and artistic talent. ​ ​ ​ ​  

​ By Matua Kyle  
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English 
 
Year 11 students have completed AS 1.1, 
‘Demonstrate understanding of how context shapes 
verbal language use’. On completion of this internal 
assessment, students will achieve 5 credits.  It is 
pleasing to note that my students have worked hard to 
complete this assessment. Next term we will be 
preparing for Two External Assessments. 

Whaea Prineet Clarke                        
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SchoolDocs Policies 
To view our school policies and procedures 

please go to - 
https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/ and enter 

Northland College in the search bar - 

 

KAMAR Parent Portal 
To view your student’s Attendance, Details 

and Reports please contact the school 
office to get your individual login details. 

For the School Calendar and Notices 
please go to - KAMAR PARENT PORTAL 

 
Cell Phone Ban 

Ngā mihi to our ākonga who have 
consistently supported our ban of mobile 
phones and acknowledged our shared 

responsibility for creating a learning 
environment that’s just about that - learning 

- ko koutou a runga! 
 

Uniform 
Ngā mihi also to all of our ākonga who 
wear our school uniform with pride and 

mana! 
 

 

https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://northlandcollege.school.kiwi/
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Literacy / Te Reo Matatini 
Ngā mihi nui to all our whānau who continue to support our ākonga with their reading and 
writing goals! 

Literacy is the foundation of all learning, and we are heavily focusing on boosting 
comprehension and critical thinking across all subject areas this term. 

How you can support at home: 

●​ Read together: Encourage your teen to read for just 15–20 minutes a day, whether 

it's a book, a news article, or a graphic novel. 

●​ Talk about it: Ask them about what they are reading or what they wrote about in 

class today 

●​ Wrote Creative Narratives: Bringing the story of Takauere to life in their own words, 

focusing on his role as a guardian. 

●​ Created Visual Art: Designing incredible artwork that visualises Takauere, many 

depicting him in his traditional form as the shifting kauri log or capturing his presence 

across our local awa.  
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Mathematics & Statistics 
 

Level 3 Math 
Our Year 13 Mathematics students are currently completing their third internal assessment, 

AS 91581: Investigate Bivariate Measurement Data [3.9]. Upon successful completion of this 

assessment, they will have one remaining assessment to complete to meet the mathematics 

requirements for University Entrance (14 credits).  

 
Level 2 Math 
Our Year 12 Mathematics students have completed their third assessment and have now 

begun coursework for AS 91269: Apply Systems of Equations in Solving Problems (2.14). 

This Achievement Standard develops students' ability to model and solve real-world 

problems using systems of equations, strengthening their algebraic reasoning and 

problem-solving skills as they continue progressing through the NCEA Level 2 Mathematics 

program. 

 
Level 1 Math 
Students are completing their Achievement Standard 91944 assessment: 

Explore data using a statistical enquiry process [1.1] 

Hopefully, by the end of this term, we will have most of the assessments completed for 

marking. 

 
Junior Math 
Our junior classes have been focusing primarily on the Algebra and Number strands while 

also developing their understanding of key concepts from the Measurement, Statistics, and 

Trigonometry strands. Students have been building confidence in applying mathematical 

thinking, solving problems, recognizing patterns, and making connections between different 

areas of mathematics. Through a range of engaging learning activities, they are developing 

the skills and knowledge needed for success in future mathematics learning.  
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He mahere mahi taenga 
Attendance action plan 
 
As part of the Ministry of  Education's attendance requirements, schools are required to 
closely monitor attendance and communicate with whānau when students reach certain 
absence milestones. This term, letters will be emailed when tamariki reach 5, 10, and 15 
days of absence, regardless of whether those absences are explained or unexplained. 
These communications will include an attendance information sheet to help whānau 
understand their child's attendance and the support available.  

 
We know there are many reasons why tamariki may miss school, and we appreciate your 
support in working with us to ensure every child has the best opportunity to learn and thrive  
at kura.  
 
If you would like to discuss your child’s attendance or you would like some support 
regarding attendance, please contact the school office.   Attendance action plan 
 

Happy 80th Birthday to Whaea P 

                          
Congratulations to Whaea P (Paulene Malpas) on her 80th Birthday.  We appreciate that she 
comes in to help out with relief teaching.  And thanks to our Hospitality students, Ariaana 
Wihongi and Fairlane Hobson for making the beautiful cake. 
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Te Punawai o Te Hau Ora  
 

Te Punawai is receiving amazing gifts for our 
students and whānau this year.  

Anahem Footwear for all.  

Sizes 7-11UK  

To receive a pair please contact me at the 
Student Centre on Ph: 401 3200 option 2 

 
 
 
I am really pleased to have received 100 toilet bags for our students 

from the rrt Rapid Relief Team. 

RRT displays care and compassion to people in crisis, providing free 

catering assistance and tangible support to emergency services, 

government and charitable organisations. Their team of volunteers 

are mobilised across the globe to serve where and when it is needed 

most.  

 
 

The Ministry of Education provide IKURA products for female students. These packages 
are small and a box of these products can be taken home at the end of the day.  Please 
encourage your daughter to take advantage of this offer.  

  

Te Punawai Staff News  

Youth Nurse:  

Our Youth Nurse is here on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Whaea Tracey Wihongi has been 
busy attending to medical support for our students.  They are having their vision and hearing 
tests with Whatu Ora. They are also feeling confident to attend the Smoke Free Education 
Programme that she facilitates.  
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Ngāpuhi Iwi Social Services:  Whaea Antoinette Hokai facilitates three programs - 

Seasons for Growth – The programme helps young people develop skills to cope with 
change, loss, separation, divorce and grief.  

Agents of Change Programme – Student Wellbeing and Leadership Program. Designed to 
support Rangatahi to develop resilience, self-esteem, emotional intelligence and positive 
social connections.  It empowers them to become confident role models within their school, 
whānau and wider community.  

Engage and Thrive Programme -To support disengaged or at-risk students.  The 
programme provides targeted, strength-based support to address barriers to engagement, 
enhance wellbeing and strengthen connections to learning, whānau and school.  

I strongly recommend these programmes and urge parents caregivers, guardians and 
grandparents to contact Whaea Antoinette if they would like their tamariki to attend one of 
them. 

Antoinette Hokai  
antoinette.hokai@niss.org.nz  

Ph: 09 401 3200 Option 2 
Cell: 021 223 0329  

 
Northland College Counsellor:  Matua Tohu Pou is available on Tuesdays-Thursdays.  

 
Snacks: 

Last term 30 students were involved in snack testing. They were 
given 7 bars to taste and completed a survey. They really enjoyed 
tasting.   

I am pleased to say that next term I will receive these bars with 
cheese & crackers and corn chips for extra nourishment.  

                                                                 
Ngā mihi                        

Whaea Mavis Harrison 
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Yr 13 Biology - Investigating Our Local Waterways 
Our Year 13 Biology students recently headed out into the field to investigate the health of 

two local streams - a shaded stream at Browns Road and an unshaded stream on the 

Northland College farm. 

Using a range of water quality tests and freshwater sampling techniques, students measured 

factors such as water clarity, temperature, dissolved oxygen, nutrient levels, and the variety 

of invertebrates living in each stream. These are all important indicators of stream health and 

help us understand how human activities can impact freshwater ecosystems. 

One of the key discussions was around the effects of farming on waterways. When cattle 

have access to streams, they can increase erosion and add excess nutrients to the water, 

affecting the plants and animals that live there. Students also explored the important role of 

the wetland on our school farm, which helps filter sediment and nutrients before they reach 

the stream. However, our testing showed the school farm stream had very high sediment 

levels, with visibility of less than 10 cm. This highlighted the importance of continuing to 

protect and restore wetlands, as healthy wetlands play a vital role in improving water quality 

and supporting native biodiversity. 

One of the highlights of the day was discovering a huge native eel hiding in the school farm 

stream. It was an exciting reminder that these waterways provide habitat for some incredible 

native species and showed why protecting them is so important. 

It was a fantastic day of hands-on learning, giving students the chance to apply their 

scientific skills in the field while gaining a greater appreciation for the importance of healthy 

waterways in Aotearoa - and of course, the pizza afterwards - to celebrate their hard 

scientific work at the streams. 

As always:  

"Ko au te awa, ko te awa ko au." 

I am the river, and the river is me.  
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Please enjoy some pictures of their work 

School Farm 
 
 
 

Browns Road 
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