
Living out our Special Character
Te Kura o Hato Māka
St Mark’s School

St Mark’s is the only Anglican integrated primary school 
in the South Island. We celebrate God’s love in an 

inclusive and caring environment. 



An evolving Special 
Character

The true nature of special Anglican character at St Mark’s School has grown and 
developed over the last 8 years.

There is an overwhelming sense of authenticity around Anglicanism within the 
school. Teachers are encouraged to regularly talk about God with students. Prayer 
is a regular and often spontaneous activity within the school.
The school is perceived in the community as a safe place for learning and a place 
where God’s love is realised and shared. The number of applications for enrolment 
and subsequent waiting lists are indicators of this. St Mark’s is viewed as “a great 
school” and a place where all are included and cared for.
The other key aspect to our special Christian character is the way we have 
collectively achieved high levels of relevance for young students both in our RE 
programmes and in church services. It is worth noting that a large proportion of this 
can be attributed to the personalities of staff members delivering these 
programmes. The special character is integrated into every aspect of school 
operation. It is authentic. 

We are fortunate to have Reverend Simon Green at St Mark’s Church. He is 
integral part of spiritual life at school.

Evidence of the special character can be found in:
● School Culture
● The language regularly used by staff and students
● The regular use of Te Reo in classes and church
● Special events (whānau day, arts celebration etc)
● Catering for diverse learning needs in Project Go  and special programmes
● Awards Structure
● Church Services
● Kapa Haka
● Choirs
● Religious Education
● Relationship with St Mark’s Church
● Service to the local and global community
● Devotional Prayers
● Staff Prayer Group
● A kind and caring playground



Five Marks Of Mission

At St Mark’s a strong aspect of our school culture and our 
Anglican special character is expressed by the Five Marks Of 
Mission.

School initiatives, special programmes and class work set for students 
are often motivated by the Five Marks of Mission.
At every church service we proclaim the Kingdom’s good news.

When students work to recycle materials and participate in 
environmental learning they safeguard creation.
When students reach out to work alongside community groups or 
fundraise for a charity they respond to human need by loving 
service. 
These actions are a natural part of being a St Mark’s student.
St Mark’s is an inclusive school. Students and families from all faiths 
are welcome.



What happens at school?

Every Monday, our senior students lead a service where:
● Certificates are awarded for a range of successes.
● Students learn their waka whakatauki.
● Everyone sings together our praise and worship songs.
● We have a bible reading and reflect on it.
● Students pray the school prayer.
● We sing the national anthem.
● We learn our school values.

Every Friday, we go to church at St Mark’s church. In that service:
● Students pair up with their church buddies and walk together.
● We have a reflective sermon.
● Special certificates are awarded for success in our school 

values.
● Special Principal’s Awards are awarded for stand out 

success.
● When new students start the whole school prays for them.
● Whānau are invited to worship with us.
● We sing together our praise and worship songs.
● A class shares prayers written by the students, even our 

smallest 5 year olds.
● Our junior and senior choirs perform.
● We celebrate God’s love.

Each class has regular Religious Education classes.
Students are taught to show love and care for every person.
Students are taught to include others.
Everyone views our school as a St Mark’s School Family.


