
Kia ora St Mark’s Whānau,

As I write this newsletter our kapa haka team is rehearsing in the hall and they sound amazing! I don’t 
think they have ever been so ready which is great because this year we are competing at the highest 
level in the primary schools final!

Tūhono Kapa Haka Festival 2025
SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER 4pm

All whānau are invited to attend. Watch the school app for details on how to purchase tickets.

We have been challenged this week by the MOE announcement of possible asbestos contamination of  
kinetic sand products. 
For your reassurance, we have removed four snap lock boxes of sand from two learning areas. An 
investigation confirmed that only one box has been used in the last eight to nine months and that was 
used by a small group of students in a break out space. I have reached out to a registered asbestos 
testing company to enquire about having our sand tested. It no longer has its original packaging so we 
are unable to determine whether it is on the official list of unsafe product identified by the ministry.
Student and staff health and safety remain a priority. The small room where the sand was last used will 
remain sealed off until we are satisfied there is no ongoing risk. 

I would like to thank the community for your understanding as we work on these very unusual 
challenges!

Canterbury Athletics
We sent a large team of St Mark’s students to the Independent Schools’ Athletic Sports. Students 
competed well and represented our school so well. Congratulations to these four students who have 
progressed to the Canterbury event:

Eli M - 60m
Jesse M - highjump
Maia-Rose A - 60m
Christian D - 60m

That’s an incredible achievement. The team competes on Wednesday 26 November at Ngā Puna Wai 
Sports Hub.

All 2nd and 3rd place certificates for our school athletics (year 4-8) will be presented to students 
in church on Monday 24 November from 9:10am.

Christmas In The Park
This event is a stand out for Christchurch and Canterbury and a St Mark’s student is performing. Cleo F will be on 
stage twice on Saturday 29th. Cleo will perform two solos. (Approx 7:30pm, and 9pm). 

Term 4  Week 7
19 November 2025



It was wonderful to be able to host our friends from St Michael’s Church School this week for our annual 
top team competition. Whilst it is called a competition, what it is really all about is our two Anglican 
schools coming together to make friends, have fun and enjoy some awesome activities. 



How wonderful to see students from both 
schools choosing to eat and hang out together 

and to make friends (above).

Activities included sack races, memory 
challenges, water transporting, gumboot 
throw and dodge ball games. Quite a few 
people ended up getting quite wet!

It was also lovely to see Mrs Coster back 
visiting!



Mōkihi Ferrymead Trip

This week all of our Year 0-2 students enjoyed an amazing trip to the historic park where they got to 
experience first hand what life was like for early European settlers. It was a wonderful day of hands on 
learning and there were some very tired five and  six year olds by the end of the day!



Term 4 Events

Thursday 20 November Singing Cup - 11am
Tuesday 25 November Year 8 Leavers Dinner
Thursday 27 November Year 7 Leadership Camp
Tuesday 2 December Itinerant Music Night 6.00pm
Thursday 4 December Advent Service - Transitional Cathedral - 7pm
Thursday 11 December Prize Giving 1:30pm in the school hall
Friday 12 December End of Year Service - 1.45pm

As we all work together as a community to foster strong home / school relationships 
which support our young people…

“I orea te tuatara ka puta ki waho.”
A problem is solved by continuing to find solutions.

Blessings to all,
Adrian



Positive Popcorn is back with $2 popcorn on Wednesdays. If you'd like to buy some 
yummy popcorn at lunchtime, please bring a $2 coin. Funds raised support enrichment 
programmes at St Mark's School.


















