
Kia ora St Mark’s Whānau,

The term is rapidly running with only three weeks or so to go. This week I have been 
pleased to be able to see many students with examples of outstanding successful work in 
my office, all worthy of a principal’s award. For me the best part is seeing a young person 
persist and achieve and enjoy the good feelings that success brings. Church this Friday 
will take a little longer as I will be handing out no fewer than eight awards!

Mōkihi Hockey
It has been wonderful to have a whole season of free hockey coaching for our youngest 
students. The last session was held yesterday and the growth and development in skills 
was very evident. Our thanks to the leadership and generosity of Ben and Sarah 
Rutherford. We know this opportunity has been greatly appreciated by parents and 
students.

Warning
Over the coming weeks if you choose to park on yellow lines or across driveways at pick 
up time, there is a good chance you will experience a negative financial consequence as 
we are expecting a visit from a parking warden.
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Observatory Visit
It was fantastic to see so many people signing up for this brilliant opportunity and it happened to be too 
cloudy on the night last week for the event to take place. Watch out for a revised plan advertised via the 
school app soon from Mr Davis.

Year 6 Cycle Safety
This important Christchurch City Council programme is scheduled for Monday and Tuesday next week. 
Families are reminded that bikes can come to school and be stored safely in Waka Hourua overnight. 
This weekend would be a great time to oil chains and tighten brakes ahead of the mechanical safety 
checks that the CCC staff do as part of the programme.

Winter Sport Uniforms
With the end of our Year 5-8 winter sport programme last week, it is time to get all school owned pieces 
of uniform back to us. Our Year 8 sport leaders will be visiting each class every day to collect in playing 
tops and netball skirts etc.

School Uniform
For the rest of this term and into term 4, staff will be closely monitoring the uniform students are wearing 
for accuracy and adherence to correct standards. Your child may bring home a notice highlighting a part 
of their uniform which needs to be fixed up. We would appreciate your attention to this and your support 
in maintaining high standards.

Police Dog Visit
Waka Puhara students enjoyed a visit from a NZ Police dog 
team, Gary, his dog Rivet, and the puppy called Whero. 
It was great for our students to learn about the important work 
the police do our community. Also, the dogs were very cute 
and friendly.



Whānau Day
What an amazing celebration of our whole, extended school community as grandparents, aunties, uncles 
and parents came to school last Thursday. It was lovely to see how excited students were to show their 
whānau around the school. We all gathered in the hall where we were treated to songs from Mōkihi 
people (Year 0-2), the senior choir and the whole school singing a new, and firm favourite song of 
blessing. The weather was great for a family, picnic style, morning tea.



Church Certificates                    

Pūtakitaki Luka A
Harakeke Olive A
Kawau Stella W
Aua Bram C-B      
Wheke Iwin D J
Mako Genevieve F 
Toroa Amelia N
Kahawai Louisa T

                                                                       Welcome Certificate - Maya D

Canterbury Interschools Individual Chess Competition
Last week, on Tuesday, St Mark's was represented by 19 students at the annual Canterbury Interschools 
Individual Chess Competition. Our students played lots of great chess and once the dust had settled Dante 
E won the Year 4 division, followed by Beau W in second place. In the Year 3 age group Alex P came 
second and in Year 2, George McC came second also. Well done to these boys for reaching the podium 
and to the whole team for their amazing play on the day.
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