
Kia ora St Mark’s Whānau,

Congratulations to our amazing speech finalists for 2025. Every student delivered a 
fantastic speech and made it very hard for our guest judges to make a decision! Mrs 
Worner and Ethan Knights did a fantastic job. Ethan is a former St Mark’s student and five 
time speech cup winner so he was well qualified!

Senior Speech Cup Year 7-8 Junior Speech Cup Year 5-6
1st Cleo F 1st Sophie M
2nd= Lola F / Louisa T 2nd Monty P
3rd Zaia O 3rd= Henry B / Zabian O
4th Genevieve F 4th= Sonya I / Lucy O’D
5th= Jackson O’D / Isabella M

All of our finalists.
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18 June 2025



School Uniform
It is very frustrating for all when students misplace expensive articles of clothing. Staff are 
really good at getting lost bits back to the right person but only if they are clearly named! 
Let’s all have a look and rename it all for a fresh start in Term 3.
We are also aware that some students might accidentally take home someone else's 
clothing by mistake, something that can also be easily fixed with clear naming.

Christchurch Schools' Music Festival 2025
A HUGE congratulations to Imogen B, Holly M and Zara T who successfully auditioned for 
a place in the Junior Representative Choir for this year's Music Festival. This is a 
wonderful accomplishment as 550 students auditioned for a place in one of the four 
Representative groups.

Emily Wells, Lead Teacher, Music

News From A Neighbour
Mrs Davies is an 84 year old neighbour of the school on Locarno Street. She phoned our 
school office this week to share some news. Her husband has been away on an overseas 
trip and mobility is an issue for her. A couple of weeks ago she was struggling to make it 
the letterbox to collect mail. A St Mark’s senior student was passing and stopped to help. 
He was very respectful, kind and helpful. When he realised that this lady was by herself 
for a significant length of time, he chose to go back regularly and help her. This is the type 
of love and care for others that we value and strive to instil in our students. He didn’t 
mention his good work to anyone at school, he just saw a need and helped. Well done, 
Tyree DA!

Reporting To Parents
After school today we will electronically be sending out your child's mid-term report via 
email. Due to the nature of our school learning platform, the emailed reports may arrive at 
different times during the evening. This report serves the purpose of describing your 
child's achievements and progress at this point of the year.
We look forward to seeing you all next week at the Parent/Teacher Interviews to discuss 
their learning further with you. 
Please note: if you do not receive your child's report by Friday, please email 
s.learman@saintmarks.school.nz so we can arrange getting one out to you. 



MATARIKI CELEBRATION
What a wonderful night of community, fellowship and remembrance we had on 
Wednesday night. I want to thank everyone who donated food for our hāngi. In  particular, 
Nadia Healy sourced a significant donation of meat. It was great to be able to host a free 
community event. Matua Steve Reid led our kapa haka singing beautifully and Mrs Wells 
shared the Matariki story. Students were heavily involved in food prep and loading the 
cookers. I need to acknowledge the amazing contribution of Mr Ed Wall. Ed has been the 
driving force behind this outstanding community celebration taking two days out from work 
to source all of the gear and to make it happen. We are all so grateful!





Coming Events
20 June Matariki Holiday - School Closed
23 - 25 June Parent Teacher Interviews
27 June End of Term Service 2pm in the school hall

14 July First day of Term 3

 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor:
If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.
But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.

In light of a Matariki hāngi where community connections were strengthened, let’s all 
remember that our St Mark’s School Family is there to help. Let’s remember to stop and 
help those in need.

Blessings to all,
Adrian













The Community Dental Service will be closed for the upcoming school holidays
 
     Closed from:      Friday 27th June,
    Reopening on:   Monday 14th July.
 

Five of our community dental clinics will be open during this School Holiday period:
 
     Aranui (240 Breezes Road)
     Woolston (11 Hopkins Street)
     Kaiapoi (65 Raven Quay)
     Ashburton (38 Elizabeth Street)
     Timaru (18 Woollcombe Street)
 

If your child is experiencing any dental pain/discomfort, you can call us on 
0800 846 983 and/or email: commdental@cdhb.health.nz and one of our clinicians 
will contact you.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/38+Elizabeth+Street)+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Timaru?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Aranui++(240+Breezes+Road?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Kaiapoi++(65+Raven+Quay?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/38+Elizabeth+Street)+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Timaru?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/38+Elizabeth+Street)+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Timaru?entry=gmail&source=g

