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Our School Vision: 

Ko te ako. Ko te tipu ake.  

Together we learn. Together we grow.  
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Paeroa Central School 

1875—2026 



WELCOME TO TE KURA TUATAHI O PAEROA:  

PAEROA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Tēnā koe. 

Paeroa Central School is a dual-medium primary school located in the rural town of Paeroa. Established 150 years ago, the school currently operates across five 

classrooms with a roll of approximately 70 students. We offer two English-medium classes and three Māori-medium Level 1 Rūmaki classes. 

Within our Rūmaki pathway, Te Ara Hou o te Reo, 80–100% of teaching and learning is delivered in te reo Māori. Students in the English-medium classes also receive 

regular instruction in te reo Māori, and by the end of 2026 these classes will transition to Reo Rua, with 50–80% of learning delivered in te reo Māori. 

All students have the opportunity to participate in Kapa Haka and work towards performing at the Hauraki Festival in Term 4. In 2025, our school achieved a signifi-

cant milestone by winning both the Hauraki Primary Schools Division and the Open Section at the Hauraki Kapa Haka Festival — a first in over 50 years since the festi-

val’s inception. 

Each class is supported by a teacher aide or kaiawhina, with some also providing targeted in-class support for learning groups. All children are well supported in their 

learning. 

Our school has a strong, school-wide focus on literacy (te reo matatini) and numeracy (pāngarau). Learning is guided by a culturally responsive curriculum grounded 

in Haurakitanga, including hītori (history), pūrākau (traditional narratives), and kawa me ngā tikanga (protocols and practices). We have designed a unique marau ā

-kura that aligns closely with our key principles and values, ensuring learning is locally grounded, culturally sustaining, and responsive to our learners and whānau. 

As an Enviroschool, our learning is largely student-driven and centred on sustainability. Practical learning experiences may include cooking, working in the school 

vegetable gardens and orchard, making ointments using rongoā, designing and painting murals, and engaging with our local community. Our students are encour-

aged to be excellent kaitiaki (guardians) of their environment. 

We also value physical activity, sport, and Education Outside the Classroom, which support wellbeing, resilience, and authentic learning experiences 

 

DUFFY BOOKS IN HOMES 

Our school is fortunate to be a part of this programme and as a result, every 

child in the school receives at least 4 books, free, to keep as their own personal 

property each year.  We enjoy visits by high profile “Duffy Heroes” who promote 

the importance of books and reading.  The Duffy Theatre visits our school on an 

annual basis. We acknowledge our sponsors , Den and Prue Olde from Auck-

land. Ngā mihi nui ki a korua. 

Poari—aa-Kura :  

Board of Trustees 

Michelle Doak (Presiding Member  + Finance) 

Chrissy Te Teira (Health, Safety + Welfare) 

Natasha Searancke (Staff Representative) 

Pania Doak (Personnel + Admin.) 

Riki-Teaa Barbarich (HSW + Property) 

Mona Hingston (Principal) 

Digital Learning:  IT 

The school is well equipped with computers / chrome books/ and iPads in each class. These are connected to a network.  

Smart TV’s are also effective learning tools accessed by all students. Internet Safety is also a priority in our kura where we have 

installed the programme Linewize to help support safe practices when learning digitally.  



 

 

HATS 

All students must wear a school hat during Term 1 and Term 4. We are also a water-only school, so we encourage parents to support 

this healthy message at home. We promote good health and positive choices for our tamariki. 

NEWSLETTER 

A school newsletter is sent home every second week on Thursdays (or Fridays). It is also published on our Facebook page (Paeroa 

Central Kura) and via our digital app, Skool Loop. 

BREAKFAST IN SCHOOLS 

Each morning, students are provided with breakfast, including bread with spreads (peanut butter, marmite, honey) or Weetbix with 

milk. Each class prepares breakfast in their own room between 8:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 

We are a free Healthy School Lunches kura. Nutritious lunches are provided daily to all our tamariki, prepared by our school kitchen 

staff following Ministry of Education nutrition guidelines. 

FRUIT IN SCHOOLS 

We are privileged to be part of the Fruit in Schools programme. This means that each day students receive a selection of fresh fruit 

during morning tea. 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

Outdoor education and camps are a vital part of our curriculum. All students participate in fundraising throughout the year to help 

reduce the cost of planned camps. The whole school also takes part in expeditions to local sites, marae, and learning about our local 

history. As a Silver Award Enviroschool, we provide students with green spaces, including school gardens and an orchard, to explore 

and learn in. 

WHĀNAU / PARENT INVOLVEMENT / OPEN DOOR POLICY 

We warmly welcome your involvement and support in school life and hope to see you at our many events throughout the year. We 

encourage your participation in classrooms, whether by helping or observing your child at work. You are always welcome; however, 

please respect the teaching space and arrange a visit time with the kaiako so it fits with the day’s programme. Nga mihi 

Student Attendance 

By law, children are required to attend school every day. Regular attendance is essential 

for their learning progress. If your child is absent due to illness, please phone the school 

office on 862 8342. 

A daily attendance register is taken, and any unexplained absences are followed up 

before 9:30 a.m. Continual unexplained absences will be addressed by the truancy of-

ficer. 

No child may leave the school grounds during the day without permission from the Dep-

uty Principal or Principal. If parents need to collect their child during school hours, it is im-

portant to sign them out at the office and inform the class or duty teacher. 



 School Resources 

Paeroa Central School provides a wide range of resources for all students, includ-

ing library and textbook collections, sports equipment, IT equipment, and many 

other learning materials, often supported through locally raised funds. Students 

are expected to respect school property and take pride in their environment. 

Parents may incur costs if a student misuses school equipment or resources. 

 

Sport 

A regular programme of sporting activities is available for all students at an ap-

propriate level. Out-of-school sporting options are also wide and varied. Our 

school fields netball teams during Term 3 on Wednesdays and Touch Rugby 

teams in Term 4 competitions. Practices are usually held at school, with parents 

often assisting as coaches. 

 

Staff Meetings 

Staff meetings are held on Monday and 

Tuesday afternoons from approximately 

3:05 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. During these times, we 

ask that staff not be interrupted with parent 

visits. 

 

Te Reo and Kapa Haka 

All students have daily lessons in Te Reo Māori. Our Rūmaki clas-

ses complete 80–100% of their learning in te reo Māori, while 

English-medium classes have te reo integrated into their learn-

ing areas and continue to value it as an essential part of the 

curriculum. As a whole school, by the end of 2026, we are transi-

tioning our Auraki (English-medium) classes to bilingual learning 

(Reo Rua). Many subjects taught across the school are culturally 

grounded and linked to Haurakitanga. 

 

We have two Kapa Haka roopu: 

 Competitive Roopu – an extracurricular group that stu-

dents choose to join. Members are expected to commit to 

weekend noho (practices) and some additional training 

outside school hours. 

  

 Whakangahau (Entertainment) Roopu – a performance-

focused group for cultural events and celebrations. 

  

During Terms 2 and 3, parents and whānau are invited to sup-

port tutors during this busy period, assisting with noho by helping 

with kai preparation, kākahu, and overnight supervision. 

Kaiako: Rūmaki Reo 

Natasha Searancke: Tumuaki  

Tuarua + Pou Kaiako T4-8 

Matire Williams: Papakauri T1-4 

Andrea Te Ohaere-Fox: Ureia T3-6 

 
Kaiako: Auraki / Reo Rua 

Kelly Caldwell: Mumuhau Juniors Y1-5 

Amy Hancock: Mumuhau Seniors Y5 –8 

Shayle Bidois: CRT + Relief Teacher Y1- 8 

 

Uniforms 

School uniforms can be purchased from Paeroa Upholstery on Willoughby Street, 

Paeroa. Year 8 students are required to purchase our black leadership shirts from 

the school office. Personal names can be embroidered on shirts at a small addi-

tional cost. 

 

Vision and Hearing Testing 

At times throughout the year, students’ vision and hearing are tested. Parents will 

be informed via the school newsletter when these assessments are scheduled. 



LIBRARY 

8.45—10.30am Learning Block 1 

10.30-11am  INTERVAL 

11am—12.45pm Learning Block 2 

12.45pm—1.30pm LUNCH 

1.30pm –2.30pm Learning Block 3 

2.30pm—2.45pm Clean up: Kaitiakitanga  

2.45pm   HOME 

 

Student Wellbeing and Behaviour 

Paeroa Central School is committed to enhancing the mana, well-being, and potential of 

every child. We believe that positive encouragement and praise help tamariki respond and 

grow in the best possible way. Each week, we recognise students who have applied them-

selves or made significant personal progress through certificates of achievement. 

Tuatahi Cards are awarded to students who demonstrate our school values in the classroom, 

around the school, and within the wider community. 

Our school has clear policies and procedures for managing persistent or serious behaviour. 

In all cases, parents, caregivers, and whānau are contacted early to work together in resolv-

ing any concerns and supporting the student’s development. 

Te Ara Whakamana / School Behaviour Plan 

Some students may have printing , spelling and / or math sheets to 

complete during the week. Parents are asked to listen to and assist 

with, and to help their child review the learning at school.  At times 

homework is given at the teachers discretion and will always be a 

continuation of what has been taught at school.   

  

CLASS HOMEWORK 

DAILY TIMETABLE 

We have an attractive, and well resourced library which is main-

tained by our  Librarian. Classes visit the library at least once a 

week to select and change personally chosen books. 

Facebook Page Name: 



ENVIROSCHOOLS 

Every class is developing its own vegetable garden, where students can 

grow kai to take home and share with their whānau. The school grounds 

also feature fruit trees and a back-field orchard. 

Students have opportunities to cook healthy food in their classroom 

kitchens, sharing and enjoying their creations together. As an Envi-

roschool, all tamariki engage in hands-on learning about sustainability, 

 

All students participate in swimming lessons during Term 1 and Term 4. We are fortunate to have our 

own school pool, which is used daily by junior classes. Senior classes use the town pool for skill devel-

opment four days per week. 

Swimming is a compulsory activity, and all students are expected to participate. Please ensure your 

child brings their togs and towel every day during these terms. The school also holds swimming sports 

in Term 1, giving students the opportunity to showcase their skills and enjoy friendly competition.  

SWIMMING 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
The main office is the primary point of contact for manuhiri (visitors), service workers, and whānau. 

Please help us keep this space productive so the office manager can meet with visitors efficiently. 

The office wall space is available for community notices, school photos, and items of common interest. 

In the foyer, copies of Board of Trustees (BOT) minutes, the Annual Report, and the latest ERO report are 

also available for whānau to view. 

Support Staff: Kaiawhina 
Kaiawhina: Rūmaki Reo 

Chrissy Te Teira: Kaiarahi Reo T4-8, Takareko 

Roxanne Te Moananui: Papakauri T1-4 

Hinerangi Deed: Ureia T3-6 

 
Kaiawhina: Auraki / Reo Rua 

Sandy Searancke: ORRS Mumuhau Juniors Y1-5  

Shanneen Calvey: Mumuhau Juniors Y1-5 

Riki-Teaa Barbarich: Mumuhau Seniors Y5 –8 

SCHOOL CONTACT 

We warmly welcome all parents and whānau into our school. We operate 

an open-school policy and greatly value the support of our parent helpers. 

If you are willing and available to assist in a classroom, please contact the 

classroom kaiako directly. 

To help ensure learning time is respected, we ask that all visits 

are arranged with the kaiako at least 2–3 days in advance. 



 

PRE-SCHOOLERS AND NEW ENTRANTS : VISITS 

 Pre-schoolers who are close to starting school are welcome to attend 

sessions with their parents or caregivers on Wednesday mornings from 

9:30–11:00am. Morning sessions are particularly valuable, as core learn-

ing areas are taught before lunch. Parents are encouraged to stay 

and observe or assist as parent helpers during these sessions. 

Arrangements should be made with the junior or teina kaiako prior to 

attendance. Enrolment forms are available from the school office 

when your child is ready to start school. Please bring your child’s birth 

certificate and Plunket book for verification. 

SCHOOL BAGS 

Stationery Lists 
 

Stationery lists for the year are available from the school 

office and can also be viewed on our school website. 

Each new entrant will receive a home reader bag to 

help keep their readers and library books safe when mov-

ing between home and school. 

New entrants attend school from 8:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m., 

unless other arrangements have been made with their 

teacher. We look forward to welcoming your tamariki 

and supporting them as they begin their learning journey 

with us! 

Every child is required to bring a school bag to school each 

day. Having a bag helps students take responsibility for 

their belongings and keeps items organised. Students will 

use their bags to take home togs and a towel during sum-

mer, carry any leftover snacks or rubbish from their lunch-

box, and transport their uniform, shoes, and newsletters 

safely. 

This is a new requirement, as we have noticed that stu-

dents without bags often leave these items behind or rely 

on younger siblings to carry them. Providing a school bag 

ensures all students can manage their own belongings in-

dependently and efficiently. 



MEDICAL AND USE OF THE SICKBAY 

Our school has a facility to care for children with minor 

injuries or sudden illness. Parents will be notified immedi-

ately if any major accident occurs. In the unlikely event 

that we are unable to contact parents or emergency 

contacts, the school will make appropriate provisions at 

its discretion. 

Please inform the school if your child has any allergies or 

may have adverse reactions to stings or other triggers. 

Medication can be administered at school, provided we 

are given clear instructions. Medication will only be given 

after full discussion between parents/caregivers 

and the school regarding dosage, frequency, and 

the nature of the medication. 

We work hard to make sure all students get the support 

they need to succeed. Students who need extra help 

are identified through their learning and hauora pro-

gress, and support is provided in collaboration with 

teachers, our Learning Support Coordinator, and other 

specialist agencies. 

All classes have teacher aides or kaiawhina to assist stu-

dents in their learning and wellbeing. We also have ac-

cess to Counselling in Schools and Support Workers in 

Schools. Our Learning Support Coordinator may assist 

kaiako with priority learners, four afternoons each week, 

to provide extra help where it’s needed most. 

LEARNING AND WELLBEING SUPPORT PROGRAMMES USE OF SCHOOL GROUNDS 

We welcome parents and children to use the 

school grounds between 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

outside of school hours. Please note that during this 

time, parents/caregivers are responsible for their 

child’s safety and well-being, as well as any dam-

age to school property. 

SCHOOL VALUES : NGAA UARA 

‘BE KIND : KIA MAAKOHA’ 

Kaitiakitanga—Be Kind to the Environment  

Manaakitanga—Be Kind to Others 

Kotahitanga—Be Kind to the Community 

Panekiretanga—Be the Achieving Kind 

Atawhaitanga—Be Kind to Yourself 


