
Term 4, Week 9  5 DECEMBER 2025 

Kia ora koutou 

What a week—I am totally amazed by the community 

generosity and kindness towards Manchester House. We had 

so many donations of goods from the Community Food Drive 

to others in need. Manchester House were so impressed by the 

donation that I was thanked by them all on more than one 

occasion. Thank you to the Community Committee for  

co-ordinating, to Richard Ramson and Rachel Fletcher for 

transporting students and delivering the goods to Manchester 

house, and to all the other helpers on Sunday—your support 

and time is greatly appreciated. 

Our Year 8 graduation 

on Tuesday night was a 

very special event. We 

got to celebrate our 

Year 8 leavers and 

spend time with these 

amazing young 

people. A night of 

games, food and real 

fruit ice-cream with a 

sprinkling of kind words and thoughts to their fellow year 

group was a testament to how ready these young people are 

for their next learning adventure. Mā te huruhuru ka rere e te 

manu—Adorn the bird with feathers and it will fly. 

Next week we celebrate all our students at Wharite and 

Māharahara prizegivings. I am looking forward to hearing how 

amazing our students are and the progress that has been made 

in all areas of the curriculum, including the introduction of two 

new awards for 2025 and beyond. 

As we prepare for the 2026 school year, we want to clearly 

outline what attendance success looks like for our school 

community. 

What Would Success Look Like? Success means maintaining or 

increasing our regular/good attendance by significantly 

reducing areas of unjustified absences. 

Our current baseline shows 80% of our students have regular/

good attendance. To ensure every child can strive to Reach 

their PEAK, we need to focus on reducing the remaining 20% of 

absences that are irregular or concerning. 

The most common examples of unjustified absences include: 

• Families taking holidays in term time. 

• Not returning to school immediately after a justified 

appointment/activity. 

We urge all whānau to use the upcoming term breaks and 

scheduled school holidays to plan family trips and non-urgent 

appointments. By doing so, you help us reduce unjustified 

absences and ensure your child achieves the required 90% 

attendance for consistent learning success in 2026. 

Staffing for 2026 

It is with great disappointment but huge respect that I 

announce that Dean has handed in his resignation and will 

finish up at the end of the year. I wish Dean all the very best as 

he takes on a new adventure. Dean has brought a real fun-

loving atmosphere and structure to his class and his students 

will miss him. His love of maths always shines through when he 

shares what he is working on with his students. We will miss 

your presence Dean, but we know you are doing what is right 

for you. Kia kaha, Dean.  

Daniel (Dan) Hodgetts will begin as our 0.4 teacher in the New 

Year and will do CRT release for Rooms 1-4.  He will be teaching 

in classes on Monday and Tuesdays. Dan has a real passion for 

music and a strong connection to people and teaching 

others. Dan comes from Milson School where he has been 

teaching new entrants.   

Michaela Curtis will continue her Friday 0.2 position where she 

will be releasing classroom teachers in Rooms 5 and 6. Thank 

you Michaela for your work in Room 6 throughout 2025, and 

we look forward to you returning in the New Year. 

Our class make up for 2026 

Room 6 Year 7-8 Mrs Freeman (Senior Team Leader) 

Room 5 Year 5-6 New Teacher (to be appointed) 

Room 4 Year 4-5 Pou Emma 

Room 3 Year 2-3 Pou Kendall 

Room 2 Year 1-2  Whaea Jo 

Room 1 Year 0-1  Pou Jo (DP/Junior Team Leader) 

(Note that Pou Jo and Whaea Jo will be teaching from the same 

spaces as they are currently, but we will be transposing the 

classroom names—Room 1 will become Room 2, and vice 

versa.) 

Also from the New Year, Rachelle and Jacki have altered their 

hours in the office. Rachelle will now work Monday through 

Wednesday, and Jacki will work Thursday and Friday. 

That’s a wrap for week 9—we look forward to seeing helpers 

and whānau on Saturday 8am-12pm at our school working bee 

to make our place look fantastic for the summer break and the 

year ahead. 

Ngā mihi nui, Anna Hagan, Principal 



Regards Anna, Jo, Holly, Emma, Kendall, Dean, Michaela, Jo,  
Allanah, Heidi, Kevin, Sarah, Charlotte, Elise, Rachelle & Jacki 

PH: 06 326 8078 
EMAIL: office@hiwinui.school.nz 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR  Ka Pai Kids  
Room 1: Neva, your Pathfinder power this year has been 

amazing! You bravely tackle new learning challenges, and 

your confidence is growing every day. Thank you for 

consistently showing awhi to your peers, making Room 1 

a warmer and more supportive place for everyone. Keep 

up that amazing effort! 

Room 2: Beau, you have been working hard in your 

Literacy learning with an Energised attitude. You are 

beginning to read books which is so exciting! You have a 

wonderful imagination and I love the conversations we 

have around books. Keep up the awesome work! 

Room 3: Valerie, what a fantastic start you have made in 

Room 3! I love seeing how you have adapted to new ways 

of learning and give things a go like an ultimate 

Pathfinder! Keep showing off those amazing PEAK skills 

right to the end of the year, what a superstar you are! 

Room 4: Grega, you should be so pleased with all of your 

learning this term. You are really ‘aceing’ your 

mathematics! You have a fantastic, positive attitude! Well 

done, Grega. Keep being a Pathfinder! 

Room 5: Paige, you bring such a fun-loving attitude 

wherever you go. You spread the AWHI with your 

awesome sense of humour and this brings so much joy to 

others! We all appreciate the happiness you bring to our 

kura, students and teachers alike. Keep being you! 

Room 6:  Lil, you have been so energised over the last few 

weeks! I love the way you are always smiling and enjoying 

every part of school life. You are such a positive role 

model and I want to thank you for all your support and 

kindness this year. Our school has been so lucky to have 

you over the last eight years. Keep shining bright my 

friend!  

Principal: Pippa, I love seeing you show awhi and 

kindness to others in your classroom. I was impressed 

with your number calculations and how much of a 

pathfinder you are in class. What amazing PEAK values 

you show everyday, you should be very proud! 

Sat 6 Dec School Working Bee, from 8am 

Mon 8 Dec Wharite Prizegiving, 5.30pm 

Tues 9 Dec Maharahara Prizegiving, 6pm 

Mon 15 Dec End of Term 4 

Mon 2 Feb START OF TERM 1, 2026 

Thurs 2 Apr Teacher Only Day—School Closed 

Tues 2 Jun Teacher Only Day—School Closed 

ATHLETICS 

Congratulations to those who took part in the Junior 

Kainui athletics last week. Students displayed all of our 

PEAK values—well done, we are so proud of you all. The 

following overall placings were achieved:  

Elijah, 1st Yr 4 Boys 

Poppy, 2nd Yr 4 Girls 

Maddy B, 3rd Yr 4 Girls 

Louie, 3rd Yr 3 Boys 

Caide, 2nd Yr 1 Boys 

A selection of Year 5/6 students competed at Interschool 
Athletics this week. The competition was tough! Well 
done to Isla B who placed 3rd in the 100m sprint and 3= 
in the 800m sprint.  

SWIMMING POOL OPEN! 

The pool is now open and keys are available from the 
school office. School families may hire a key for the 
season for $75, which is discounted to $50 if a family 
puts their name down on the pool cover roster. Non-
school families may hire a key for $100. Eftpos is 
available. When using the school pool, don’t forget to 
sign the log book, kept in the school desk!  

SCHOOL WORKING BEE 

We invite parents and community members along for a 
school working bee tomorrow, Saturday 6 December, 
from 8am. We’d love to see as many of you there as 
possible. These working bees are a great way to get to 
know other school families and to contribute to the 
school. We appreciate your help! 

HIWINUI PLAYGROUP 

Thank you to everyone who came to enjoy playgroup 
during the year—it’s a great way for the kids to get 
familiar with Hiwinui School and initiate friendships, and 
for parents to get to know one another too. We hope to 
see more of you in the New Year for some more fun! We 
will kick off in the first week of term, Thursday 5 
February from 9am, in The Leigh Centre.  

SPORTS GEAR BAGS AND 

PURPLE TOPS 

As the year comes to an end and sports competitions are 
wrapping up could we please ask coaches to kindly return 
any gear bags they have, and students to return their 
purple sports tops, clean and in a named bag. 

Thanks to all those who have helped manage and coach 
teams this season—we couldn’t take part in these 
competitions without your support! 











For tickets go to www.eventbrite.co.nz and search MANFEILD LIVE 


