
Term 4, Week 10  12 DECEMBER 2025 

Kia ora koutou 

Meri Kirihimete ki a koe me tō whānau, seasons greeting to you 

all. It’s hard to believe this is my last newsletter for 2025.  Here 

is a small whakataukī that resonates with me when I see what 

we have achieved this term as a collective. He aha te mea nui o 

te ao? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata. What is the most 

important thing in the world? It is people, it is people, it is 

people. 

What an amazing group of students, families and community 

we have here at Hiwinui School.  I have really enjoyed my first 

term as your Principal/Tumuaki. The team here are just 

amazing, showing initiative when needed, mucking in and 

supporting others when required and so kind and caring 

towards others. I am very grateful for the opportunity I have 

been given to lead Hiwinui School. 

Monday will be our last day together for 2025. We will be 

finishing at 12:30pm. During the morning sessions students will 

transition into their new classroom spaces with their teachers 

for 2026. We are lucky to have Mrs Freeman and Mātua Dan 

onsite on Monday to meet our tamariki and be welcomed into 

our school at our morning hui. 

I want to give another big shout out to the team of parents 

who came out on their Saturday to get all the little jobs done at 

our working bee.  A big thanks to Matt and Ben for the 

organisation behind the scenes that went on to get the day off 

to a great start. We got so many jobs completed and I and our 

staff, including Kevin, are truly grateful for all you 

achieved. Community spirit is what makes a rural school 

survive and thrive.  

Our two prizegivings were a wonderful reflection of our 

students’ achievements and their teacher’s dedication.  It was 

so nice to see our students sharing their musical talents and 

receiving awards of effort and attainment.  To our year 8s and 

our leaving families—all the best for the next chapter. We wish 

you all the best for 2026. 

To all our returning families I can’t wait to see what 2026 has to 

offer us. I am looking forward to working alongside our old and 

new staff and taking Hiwinui School on its next journey as 

leader.   

Have a safe and happy school holidays.  

Ngā mihi nui, Anna Hagan, Principal 

Congratulations 

to the Year 3/4 

netball team, 

Hiwinui 

Lightning, who 

got through the 

season 

UNBEATEN! 

What a team of 

superstars you 

are!  

The Year 5/6 Summer Soccer team, Hiwinui Rebels, came 

away with “Champions” ribbons this season!  Well done on 

placing first in your grade! 

So many tasks taken care of at the working bee! 



Regards Anna, Jo, Holly, Emma, Kendall, Dean, Michaela, Jo, 
Allanah, Heidi, Kevin, Sarah, Charlotte, Elise, Rachelle & Jacki 

PH: 06 326 8078 
EMAIL: office@hiwinui.school.nz 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR  
Mon 15 Dec End of Term 4, 12.30pm 

Mon 2 Feb START OF TERM 1, 2026 

Thurs 2 Apr Teacher Only Day—School Closed 

Tues 2 Jun Teacher Only Day—School Closed 

SWIMMING POOL OPEN! 

The pool is open and keys are available from the school 
office. School families may hire a key for the season for 
$75. Non-school families, $100. Eftpos is available. When 
using the school pool, don’t forget to sign the log book, 
kept in the school desk!  

HIWINUI PLAYGROUP 

Thank you to everyone who came to enjoy playgroup 
during the year. Playgroup provides an opportunity for the 
kids to get familiar with Hiwinui School and initiate 
friendships, and for parents to get to know one another 
too. We will kick off in the first week of term, Thursday 5 
February from 9am, in The Leigh Centre.  

EPIC PARENTS       GROUP 

Thanks to our incredible school families that initiated the 

Hiwinui Epic Parents Facebook group. This group has been 

instrumental in sharing information of upcoming 

fundraising events, most importantly the regular hay jobs 

that contribute generously to our fundraising efforts. If you 

are not part of this group, please email 

jacki@hiwinui.school.nz so she can add you to the chat. We 

love new families getting involved—these fundraisers are a 

lot of fun, a great workout, and a fantastic way to get to 

know your school community. 

NEW EVENTS TOPS & 

SUNHATS 

We are excited to announce that from next year our slightly 

redesigned purple Events Tops and our Hiwinui School Sun 

Hats will be available for purchase from  

NZ Uniforms in Palmerston North. 

• Events Tops: $40 

• Sun Hats: $19 

We wanted to make it easier for families to purchase 

uniform items, and NZ Uniforms offers both in-store stock 

and the option to purchase online. 

All students will be required to own their own Events Top 

by Term 2, 2026. If you have already purchased a Hiwinui 

Events Top, please don’t worry, these are still acceptable. 

Details to follow regarding stock availability, and how to 

order. 

YOUR 2026 STUDENT 

LEADERS 

 

Head Students: 
Ruby & Sam  

Librarian: Payton  

Kaitiaki Leader: Cooper  Kowhai House Leaders: 
Louka & Oliver  

Totara House Leaders:  
Ben & Harry  

Rata House Leaders: 
Zoe & Frank  

TERM ONE START 2026 

Have a safe and happy summer holiday break—we look 

forward to seeing you all again on Monday 2 February! 

  

SPORTS GEAR BAGS AND 

PURPLE TOPS 

As the year comes to an end and sports competitions are 
wrapping up could we please ask coaches to kindly 
return any gear bags they have, and students to return 
their purple sports tops, clean and in a named bag. 

Thanks to all those who have helped manage and coach 
teams this season—we couldn’t take part in these 
competitions without your support! 













For tickets go to www.eventbrite.co.nz and search MANFEILD LIVE 


