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Kia ora e te whaanau 

Be respectful 
Be responsible 
Be the best you can be 

Me whai whakaaro 
Me uu ki ngaa tikanga 
Me eke te taumata 
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Message from the Principal 

As we reach the end of another busy and 
productive term, I would like to acknowledge 
the tremendous commitment shown by our 
students, staff, and whaanau. Across Fairfield 
College, classrooms have been alive with 
learning, assessments have challenged 
students to demonstrate their progress and 
achievement, and our young people have 
continued to represent the college with pride 
through a wide range of sporting, cultural, and 
community activities. Alongside these 
opportunities, many other important events 
and initiatives have contributed to the rich and 
vibrant life of our school. The energy, 
resilience, and dedication displayed 
throughout the term reflect the strength of our 
Fairfield College community and all that we 
can achieve when we work together. 
Improving Attendance is a Key School 
Priority 
As referenced in previous communications, 
improving school attendance remains a key 
priority for Fairfield College. Encouragingly, 
we continue to make progress overall, 
however, the final three weeks of the term 
have presented significant challenges, with 
regular attendance declining noticeably. 
Regular attendance fell from 49% in Week 5 
to 40% in Week 9, a decrease of 9 
percentage points, that is of concern. 
This decline coincided with an increase in 
illness across the school. Medical-related 
absences rose from 37% to 40% of all 
absences during this period, suggesting that 
seasonal illness has been a significant 
contributing factor to the reduction in 
attendance. 
While regular attendance is currently below 
our target of 44%, it is important to recognise 
that it remains substantially higher than the 
34% recorded in Term 2, 2025. This 
demonstrates that, despite recent setbacks, 
the longer-term trend remains one of 
improvement.  
Term 2 Pizza Rewards 
On Tuesday 30 June and Wednesday 1 July, 
we held our termly Pizza Awards lunches to 
recognize students who achieved 97% 
attendance or higher during Term 2. It was a 

pleasure to celebrate the commitment and 
dedication of 208 students across the school, 
representing approximately 22% of our roll. 
Congratulations to all students who achieved 
this outstanding attendance milestone. 
Regular attendance plays a vital role in 
supporting learning, achievement, and 
wellbeing, and these students should be 
proud of their efforts.  
We challenge these students to maintain their 
excellent attendance in Term 3 and 
encourage  more students to strive for 
excellent attendance so they can be part of 
our next attendance celebration.  

Fairfield College Movie Nights  
To help address the typical decline in 
attendance that often occurs towards the end 
of term, we introduced the inaugural Fairfield 
College Movie Nights as a reward for students 
who maintained regular attendance during the 
final three weeks of Term 2, a total of 381 
students qualified.  
The Year 9 and 10 Movie Night was held on 
Tuesday 30 June and was attended by 101 
students. This was followed by a senior Movie 
Night for Year 11, 12, and 13 students on 
Wednesday 1 July, with 65 students taking 
part. 
These events provided an opportunity to 
celebrate the commitment of students who 

consistently 
attended 
school during 
a challenging 
period of the 
term. It was 
pleasing to 
see students 
enjoying the 
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Principals Message continued 
evenings and the positive atmosphere created through these 
celebrations.  
We look forward to building on the success of these 
inaugural events and offering similar opportunities in Term 3, 
while continuing to encourage all students to prioritise 
regular attendance and engage fully in school life. 
Achievement Continues on a Positive Trajectory  
We are pleased with the progress students are making 
across the school. Achievement trends remain positive 
across all year levels in Literacy, Numeracy, and NCEA, 
reflecting the commitment of our students and staff to 
learning and success. 
A key initiative this term was our first LEARN Week, held 
from 18–22 May, which focused on supporting Year 11 and 
Year 12 students working towards achieving the Literacy and 
Numeracy co-requisites. Additional support and targeted 
interventions were provided for students who had not yet 
reached the target of 15 credits. The week represented an 
important step in our efforts to provide timely and focused 
support to students who needed it most.  
Feedback from students indicated that many found the week 
beneficial, and this was reflected in the achievement data. 
Both Year 11 and Year 12 students made significant gains in 
credit attainment during this period, with Year 12 results 
being particularly noteworthy. At the beginning of LEARN 
Week, the average number of credits achieved by Year 12 
students was 5.0 credits per student. By the end of the 
assessment and moderation window, this had increased to 
an average of 12.4 credits per student, representing 
substantial progress in a relatively short period of time. 
The past two weeks have also been exceptionally busy, with 
a significant number of credit-bearing assessments taking 
place across Years 11, 12, and 13. We continue to closely 
monitor and track students' progress towards their NCEA 
goals and provide support where needed. 
We encourage whaanau to regularly discuss achievement 
and progress with their children. Information about NCEA 
achievement and credit attainment can be accessed through 
the Parent Portal, providing an excellent opportunity for 
families to celebrate successes and support students as they 
work towards their goals for the year.  
Celebrating Matariki 

On Thursday 2 July, 
Fairfield College came 
together to celebrate 
Matariki, a significant 
occasion in Aotearoa 
New Zealand that invites 
us to reflect on the past, 
appreciate the present, 
and look forward to the 
future with hope. 
Our annual Matariki 
celebration was a 
meaningful opportunity for 
students and staff to 
connect and acknowledge 
the importance of this 
special season. We 

extend our sincere thanks to the students who contributed 
through their musical performances and to those who 
enthusiastically participated in the Matariki quiz. 
The event fostered a strong sense of community and 
belonging while recognising the values and traditions 
associated with Matariki. We are grateful to everyone who 
helped make the celebration such a memorable and 
enjoyable part of our school year. 
Enrolments for 2027 
Fairfield College is now accepting enrolments for 2027, and I 
encourage whaanau with younger siblings of current 
students who will be starting at the college next year to begin 

the enrolment process as soon as possible.  
Each year, one of the challenges we encounter is that some 
enrolments are submitted close to, or after, the start of the 
school year. When this occurs, students can miss important 
orientation activities, course selection opportunities, and the 
chance to establish early connections with their teachers and 
peers. These delays can create unnecessary barriers to a 
smooth transition and successful engagement with learning 
from the outset. 
Submitting enrolment applications early helps us to plan 
effectively and ensures students can participate fully in 
transition and induction activities, allowing them to begin 
their Fairfield College journey with confidence. We 
encourage families to contact the school if they require any 
assistance with the enrolment process and look forward to 
welcoming our new students in 2027.  
The following link enables access to important 2027  
enrolment information.  
https://www.faircol.school.nz/enrolment-and-options/  

 
 
 

 
 

Ngaa mihi nui 
Richard Crawford 
PRINCIPAL 

Speech Finals 

 

This term we have been entertained   and challenged, 
persuaded and informed, by an array of our kura’s top 
speakers. This annual event remains a highlight of the English 
department’s calendar. The speech finals offer our akonga the 
opportunity to conquer new ground in their learning journeys.  
Congratulations to all finalists, and to our place getters. 
Congratulations to the winners: 

• Year 13: Archie Hoad (1st), Vahee Patel (2nd), Khadija Rehman 
(3rd). 

• Year 12: Jackson Potts (1st), Gian Mata (2nd), Mana Robinson 
and Harrison Franklyn (3rd=). 

• Year 10: Farida Kahn Lodhi (1st), Kryselle Raerino (2nd), 
Elizabeth Jovanovic (3rd). 

• Year 9: Ivy Mcnabb (1st), Koa I te Rangi Hapi (2nd), Eleanor 
Dinnington and Taha Lindsay (3rd=). 

• Year 11: finals are to be held in Term 3. 
Frankie Houlihan—Head of Faculty Languages 

Senior Runner up  in  
Design Me Art Competition 

Congratulations to Year 
11 student Peyton Purves 
on her outstanding 
achievement in the  
Kirikirioa’s Annual Design 
Me Art Competition.  
Peyton was awarded 
senior runner-up from a 
field of 216 finalists for her 
inspiring artwork focused 

on sustainable travel.  Her creativity, talent, and thoughtful 
approach to an important environmental theme made her 
work stand out. 
Congratulations, Peyton, on this well-deserved recognition.  
We are incredibly proud of your achievement! 

https://www.faircol.school.nz/enrolment-and-options/
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The senior Drama students were proud to host “world famous in New Zealand” actor and 
playwright Jacob Rajan for his second Balinese theatre workshop at Fairfield College in May 
2026. 
Students had the unique opportunity to learn from one of New Zealand’s most respected 
performers, exploring the expressive movement, storytelling, and physical theatre techniques 
inspired by traditional Balinese performance.  Throughout the workshop, students were 

challenged to step outside their comfort zones develop their 
stage presence, and deepen their understanding of character 
and performance. 
Jacob’s energy, humour, and expertise created an engaging 
and inspiring experience for all involved, leaving students 
motivated and excited to apply their new skills in future 
performances.  Fairfield College greatly appreciates Jacob 
sharing his time and knowledge with our Drama students once 
again. 

Mauritz Grundlingh—Drama Teacher 

 

Drama-Balinese Mask Theatre Workshop 

On Saturday 20 June, Fairfield College's senior students enjoyed an unforgettable 
evening at the FFC School Ball, held at Te Rapa Racecourse. This year's theme, "A 
Starry Night in Hollywood," saw students arrive dressed to impress in glamorous suits, 
sparkling ball gowns, and stunning red-carpet-worthy outfits. 
A huge thank you goes to our dedicated Ball Committee, whose countless hours of 
planning and preparation made the evening such a success. Along with staff the 
designing and making of invitations and creating incredible props to setting up and 
packing down the venue, everyone’s hard work and commitment ensured a memorable 
night for all. 
Congratulations to our ball voted award recipients: 

• Royals King and Queen: Trace Bailey and Trinette-Lee Thompson 

• Young Royals: Eruera Wilson and Grace Hewitt 

• Best Dressed: Theo Harrison  

• Best Vibes: Jericho Chesley and Ty Menzies 
The 2026 FFC School Ball was a wonderful celebration of our senior students, creating 
lasting memories of friendship, fun and Hollywood glamour. 
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Eighteen students from our PHE300 class headed to 
Ngaaruawaahia on Thursday June 18 to compete with 
over 1000 other secondary school students. 
Isaac Mahu set off in the competitive wave and completed 
the 6km mud run in a very respectable time of 31.44.  His 
time combined with the next 2 fastest times from Preevti 
and Marcus placed us 13th out of 37 schools for the 
Toughest Tane Category.   
Even though others may not have achieved the time they 
needed to gain credits, they had a great experience and 
showed amazing resilience and perseverance to complete 
the course.                                                                                                      Jenny Heta—2IC Head of PE Faculty/Year 13 Dean 

Sport @ FFC 
At this time of the year, it’s fantastic to see so many of our students out there participating in Sport.  Whether they’re 
representing Fairfield College in a team environment or pursuing individual sporting goals, we ’re incredibly proud to see our 
aakonga wearing our colours with pride. 
For many years we were fortunate to keep our sports fees as low as possible in an effort to remove financial barriers and 
ensure every student had the opportunity to be involved.  Unfortunately, as costs have continued to rise, this became 

unsustainable and our fees had to increase to help cover the 
ever-growing expenses associated with school sport.  We 
understand that these costs can place pressure on whaanau, 
which is why we offer flexible payment options to make 
participation more manageable. 
We are also incredibly fortunate to have the ongoing support of 
Apollo Projects.  Their generous funding helps remove financial 
obstacles that many of our whaanau face every day, allowing 
our aakonga to participate in Sport without the added worry of 
how fees will be paid.  The difference this support has made is 
immeasurable.  It means more students are able to experience 
the enjoyment, friendships, confidence and sense of belonging 
that school sport provides. 
On behalf of Fairfield College, thank you Appollo Projects, for 
your continued generosity and commitment to our students. 
Your support is making a genuine difference, and we appreciate 
you more than words can express. 

Vikki Rangiawha—Sport Coordinator 
 

Y Block was the 
setting for the 
intermountain 
Esports 
competition, with 
maunga 
competing against 
each other in the 
game Minecraft 

Gold Rush. Students showed off their gaming skills, as they worked together to outdo their opponents on a virtual playing 
field.  Kakepuku were crowned Esports champions, beating Pirongia in the final. Karioi finished 3rd, while Maungatautari 
placed 4th.                                                                                                                                      Pat Whitiora—Mountain Dean 

Tough Guy and Gal Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM two 

JULY 
3 Last day of Term 2 
4–19  SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 

TERM three 

27 School starts Term 3 
  PHE100 Les Mills Trip 
28-31 STARS Planting 
AUGUST 
3-7 Cook Island Language Week 
  Zhoushan Nanhai Education Group Exchange 
4 MCO Class Mt Bike #1—Pukete Mt Bike Park 
5 JBL Class Mt Bike #1—Pukete Mt Bike Park 
6 Tertiary Expo 
  Learning Conferences—Parent Teacher interviews 
10-14 Spanish Language Week 
10 OED300 Mt Bike—Te Miro Mt Bike Park 
17-21 Tongan Language Week 
17 MCO Class Mt Bike #2—Pukete Mt Bike Park 
18 JBL Class Mt Bike #2—Pukete Mt Bike Park 
19-20 Showcase dress rehearsal 
 20 OED300: Rotorua Mt Bike 
 24-28 Showcase 2026—Clarence Street Theatre 
  Filipino Language Week 
28  Staff Only Day—no students at school 


