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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Tenaa koutou e te whaanau o Fairfield College, 

A warm welcome to our Fairfield College 
whaanau, and thank you for your ongoing 
support. It’s hard to believe we have already 
reached the end of Week 7 — with just two 
more weeks before we break for the Term 2 
holidays. This term has been both busy and 
exciting, and this paanui highlights several 
important updates and celebrations that have 
taken place or are coming up at our kura. 

In this paanui, I share updates on: 

• Highlights from the recent visit of Hon. David 
Seymour to Fairfield College 

• Fairfield College’s celebrations of Matariki, 
including kapa haka performances at the 
citywide launch, student participation in 
Taiora Huihuinga, the premiere of our school 
documentary Kukutaaruhe – Ngaa Taonga 
Tuku Iho, and our student-led performance of 
the Pasifika legend Sina and the Eel 

• The adoption of a school enrolment zone for 
future planning 

The Honourable David Seymour’s 
Visit – 29 May 2025 

It was a privilege to host The Honourable David 
Seymour, the soon-to-be-appointed Deputy 
Prime Minister of Aotearoa New Zealand, at 
Fairfield College on Wednesday, 29 May 2025. 
Just days after his visit to our kura, he was 
officially appointed as Deputy Prime Minister on 
Monday, 3 June. 

Hon. Seymour accepted our invitation because 
of our shared belief that school attendance is 
one of the most urgent and pressing challenges 
facing the future wellbeing of our nation. As a 
leading national advocate for addressing this 
issue, he is committed to finding practical 
solutions and working alongside schools to 
support improvement. 

During his visit, Hon. Seymour spoke directly 
about school non-attendance, acknowledging it 
as a symptom of deeper, more complex social 
and economic issues. He was clear in stating 
that prosecution is not the right approach for 
parents facing genuine barriers to sending their 
children to school. However, he emphasised 
that in cases where families are able but 
unwilling to engage or support attendance, 
prosecution may need to remain a tool of last 
resort. He acknowledged the difficulty that both 
schools and the Ministry of Education face in 
distinguishing between those who genuinely 
can’t attend and those who simply won’t. 

If prosecution is to play any role in improving 
attendance, Hon. Seymour stressed the need 
for sound judgement and a robust framework of 
support to ensure that responses are both fair 
and effective. 

As part of his visit, Hon. Seymour also met with 
a group of students from our Student 
Leadership Council. The students engaged him 
in thoughtful and open dialogue, asking 
questions about education, leadership, and 
pathways beyond school. He encouraged 
students to consider further education as a 
worthwhile pursuit, while also highlighting that it 
need not be the immediate next step. He spoke 
about the value of working overseas, travelling, 
and seeking out experiences that align with 
personal interests and passions. 
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Hon. Seymour also shared his own journey — from his time 
studying electrical engineering to his eventual path into 
politics — reinforcing the importance of choosing directions in 
life based on genuine interest rather than simply following 
expectations. 

We thank The Honourable David Seymour for his time, his 
leadership on this critical issue, and his willingness to engage 
meaningfully with both staff and students during his visit. 

Celebrating Matariki at Fairfield College 

Matariki is a time for reflection, renewal, and connection — a 
uniquely Aotearoa celebration that marks the Maaori New 
Year with the rising of the Matariki star cluster (Pleiades). It is 
a time to remember those who have passed, celebrate the 
present with whaanau and community, and set intentions for 
the year ahead. In 2022, Matariki was formally recognised as 
a national public holiday, reflecting its growing significance in 
our shared cultural landscape. At Fairfield College, we are 
proud to honour Matariki through meaningful activities that 
bring our school community together and reflect the values of 
whakapapa, kotahitanga, and maatauranga Maaori. 

Kapa Haka Honours Matariki at Citywide 
Launch 

This morning, our school’s kapa haka group proudly took part 
in Matariki ki Waikato — Kirikiriroa’s official launch to 
celebrate this special time of the year. We were honoured to 
receive an invitation to contribute waiata and haka as part of 
the dawn celebrations at Hamilton Gardens. 

A heartfelt thank you to the whaanau who supported us by 
helping transport students for the early 6am start. Our 
performers represented Fairfield College with pride and 
mana, aligning beautifully with the spirit and significance of 
the occasion. 

We were also privileged to stand alongside our mana 
whenua, Ngaati Wairere, who offered a powerful and fitting 
welcome to open the event, grounding the gathering in 
tikanga and cultural richness. 

Sina and the Eel – A Celebration of Pasifika 
Storytelling and Matariki 

As part of our Matariki celebrations, Sina and the Eel is 
another way Fairfield College is honouring this special time of 
year. This student-led performance brings to life a beloved 
Pasifika legend that tells the origin story of the coconut tree. 
The tale, shared across many Pacific cultures, follows Sina, a 
young woman who befriends an eel with a mysterious past. It 
explores themes of love, transformation, and our deep 
connections to the natural world — themes that strongly align 
with the values of Matariki. 

Our students have worked with passion and creativity to bring 
this story to the stage through drama, movement, and music, 
proudly celebrating Pacific identity and storytelling within our 
school community. 

Public performances will be held on Tuesday 17th and 
Wednesday 18th June from 7:00–8:00pm in the Fairfield 
College Hall. Seating may be limited, so please secure your 
seat by emailing admin@faircol.school.nz. 

We warmly invite our school whaanau and wider community 
to join us in celebrating this vibrant expression of culture, 
identity, and the spirit of Matariki. 

Taiora Huihuinga – Celebrating Taiohi Success 
at Matariki 

Another way Fairfield College is celebrating Matariki is by 
participating in Taiora Huihuinga, a special event hosted by 
Te Puna Waananga o Wairere. This forum is designed to 
uplift the health and wellbeing of rangatahi by providing 
access to inspiring speakers and empowering messages. A 
key theme of the hui is Celebrating Taiohi Success — 
recognising and encouraging youth to lead, grow, and thrive 
through everyday achievements. 

Ngaati Wairere are preparing to welcome over 800 students 
from secondary schools across Kirikiriroa, and we are aiming 
for at least 80 Fairfield College students to attend. The event 
will take place at the Claudelands Events Centre on 
Wednesday, 18 June, from 8:30am to 2:30pm. 

I have extended invitations to a number of our Year 12 and 
Year 13 students, including those in our kapa haka group, to 
join me at this significant kaupapa. The hui is open to 
students of all ethnicities, and we warmly welcome additional 
Year 12 and Year 13 students who would like to be part of 
this inspiring experience. 

If you would like your student to attend, please email 
admin@faircol.school.nz to register their interest. 
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Kukutaaruhe – Ngaa Taonga Tuku Iho 
Honouring Whakapapa, Whenua, and Whakamua 

As part of our Matariki celebrations, Fairfield College is proud 
to premiere a special documentary on Thursday, 19 June 
2025, titled Kukutaaruhe – Ngaa Taonga Tuku Iho. This 
project has been developed in collaboration with Fairfield 
College alumni Robbie Neha (producer) and Wiremu Puke 
(cultural advisor and historian). 

The documentary honours the whakapapa and historical 
significance of the whenua on which Fairfield College stands. 
Told through a Ngaati Wairere lens, it brings to life the stories 
that provide depth, identity, and connection to the land. This 
kaupapa enhances understanding across our whaanau and 
wider community by celebrating the past, acknowledging the 
present, and inspiring a shared vision for the future. 

More than a historical record, Kukutaaruhe – Ngaa Taonga 
Tuku Iho promotes both cultural and environmental 
awareness. It strengthens our collective commitment to 
kaitiakitanga—sustainable guardianship of the whenua—
ensuring that these taonga tuku iho are preserved and uplifted 
for generations to come. 

The premiere will take place at 11:45am in Te Ihorangi, where 
invited guests will join us for a whakatau followed by the 
screening. Guests include former staff, past principals and 
deputy principals, alumni, and members of our Ngaati Wairere 
whaanau. At the same time, parallel screenings will be held 
throughout the kura for students and staff to share in this 
special occasion. 

Following the premiere, the documentary will be made 
available for public viewing on the Fairfield College website, so 
that our wider community can also experience and reflect on 
the stories and significance of our whenua. 

Fairfield College introducing a school zone in 
2026 

Over the past 12 months, the Fairfield College Board of 
Trustees has been exploring the introduction of a school 
enrolment zone. Establishing a zone would enable the school 
to access Ministry of Education funding to develop additional 
learning spaces in response to our growing student roll. 
Currently, Fairfield College does not qualify for this property 
funding because we do not have a formal enrolment zone in 
place — despite the significant roll growth we are 
experiencing, as shown in the graph below: 

 

 

The need to access property funding to support roll growth 
was the key driver behind the Fairfield College Board of 
Trustees approving the following motion at their meeting on 
June 9: 

"That the Fairfield College Board of Trustees 
approve the establishment of the enrolment zone 
proposed by the Ministry of Education, to be 
implemented from 1 January 2026." 

To help explain this decision, I delivered a presentation to 
Fairfield College staff on Wednesday, 11 June titled "To Zone 
or Not to Zone". You can access the presentation via the 
following link: To Zone or not to Zone 

Slide 6 of the presentation shows the proposed enrolment 
zone. One of the maps displays the current residential 
distribution of our students — with approximately two-thirds 
residing within the proposed zone and one-third living outside 
of it. 

While Fairfield College will only qualify for Ministry of 
Education funding for additional learning spaces once the 
number of in-zone students exceeds 890, that threshold may 
not be far off if our current growth trajectory continues. 

It’s important to note that the introduction of a zone will not 
affect our current out-of-zone students. They will be treated as 
in-zone students for the duration of their time at Fairfield 
College. 

The Ministry of Education is managing the consultation 
process. Next week, I will share a detailed letter that includes 
further information and a link for you to provide feedback on 
the proposed zone. 

. Ngaa mihi nui 

 

 

Richard Crawford  

PRINCIPAL  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sPN8aM45Z9DWLGSkTg-jhiQeUfXdd3OBlNyLu4dEPcM/edit?slide=id.g366cd469d41_1_20%23slide=id.g366cd469d41_1_20


 

 — Page 4 — 

* Upcoming Events  * 
 

TERM TWO 

June 

17-18 The Eel and Sina Place  

            (7:00-8:00pm) 

20 Matariki (School Closed) 

27 The Great Gully Gallop / Big Quiz 

27 Last Day of Term 2  

 

TERM THREE  

July  

14 First Day of Term 3  

23 FFC Blood Drive  

24 Learning Conferences  

29 Learning Conferences  

 

August  

1 Dress Up Day (Theme TBC) 

11-13 CAA Mock Exams  

11-20 Showcase  

15 Fairfield College Day (School              

 Closed) 

20 Senior Subject Choice Evening  

28 Pasifika Awards  

 

September  

1-12 CAA Exams  

15 Maaori Awards  

18 Sports Awards  

SCHOOL BALL 2025 - GREEK OASIS  

Our Year 12 & Year 13 students celebrated the 2025 school ball at the Te Rapa 

Race Course on Saturday 7th June.    

We would like to thank the ball committee and all the staff that helped with 

fundraising and making the evening such a huge success.    

Crowned recipients were: 

• The Royals: Riley Connor Pethybridge & Ashleigh Rapira  

• Young Royals: Lakai Raureti & Cadence McGrail  

• Cutest Couple: Zoe Fergusson & Zarius Smit  

• Best Dressed:  Delizay Reiri  

• Best Dressed: Jashika Lal  

• Best Vibe: Tony Tele  

• Best Vibe: Nico Mansell 

• Best Vibe: Mr Benny Marama  

ESPORTS COMPETITION 2025 - BRAWLHALLA 

Our eSports competition took place last week, with Mountains competing 
against each other in the platforming game 'Brawlhalla'. Pirongia 
dominated both the junior and senior grades, winning all of their matches. 
A big thank you to Miss Porter and Scott Galvin for running this event. 

Final placings:  1
st
 - Pirongia, 2

nd
 - Kakepuku, 3

rd
 - Maungatautari, 4

th
 - 

Karioi  


