
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

Pg 1 • Principal’s 
Message 

Pg 2 

• Principal’s 
Message 
Continued  

• Celebrating Strong 
Attendance 

Pg 3 

• Swimming Sports 

• Sports-NISS 

• Inter-Mountain 
Competition 

Pg 4  

• Sports 

• Calendar 

• Up coming events 

Fairfield College 
PO Box 12-228  

Hamilton, 3248 

NEW ZEALAND 

Phone: +64 7 853 5660 

Email: adminfc@faircol.school.nz 

Website: www.faircol.school.nz 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Kia ora e te whaanau 
School Newsletter April 1, 2026. 

It is hard to believe that Term 1 of the 2026 school year has already come to an end. The term 
has been marked by improved attendance, strong student engagement, and a positive start to 
the year across our school community. As always, Term 1 has been a busy period, with students 
settling into new routines, building relationships, and participating in a wide range of academic, 
cultural, and sporting opportunities. I would like to thank our students, staff, and whaanau for the 
energy, commitment, and support that have contributed to such a successful beginning to the 
year. 

Learning Conferences – Tick Reports Issued 
Today you should have received the second set of tick reports for your child/ren. These reports 
will provide a reference point for discussion at the Learning Conferences on 5 May. I strongly 
encourage all parents and caregivers to make an appointment and to bring their child with them, 
so they can be actively involved in the conversation. Instructions for booking appointments are 
provided on the final page of this communication. 
School Attendance 

Attendance data for 
Term 1 2026 shows 
significant improvement 
when compared with 
Term 1 2025 and 
highlights the 
strengthening impact of 
our partnership with 
whaanau. As shown in 
the table below, regular 
attendance has 
increased from 38% in 
Term 1 2025 to 49% in 
Term 1 2026, while 
chronic absence has 
reduced from 29% to 
20%, meeting the 
school’s target. These 
gains are the result of 
consistent, shared effort and would not have been possible without the  commitment of whaanau 
in supporting daily attendance, routines, and engagement with school. This progress has been 
celebrated through our special pizza lunches, recognising students who achieved 97% 
attendance or higher, a well-deserved acknowledgement of students and their families who 
prioritise being at school every day. Together, these improvements provide a strong foundation 
for continued progress throughout 2026. 

Staying Well and Staying at School 

It is important that we keep this positive momentum going into Term 2, a time when school 
attendance can become more challenging due to colder weather and the illnesses that often 
accompany seasonal change. Being at school every day has a significant impact on learning, 
achievement, and wellbeing, and regular attendance remains a shared responsibility between 
school and whaanau. We encourage parents and caregivers to use their knowledge of their child 
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PRINCIPALS MESSAGE CONTINUED ……. 

CELEBRATING STRONG ATTENDANCE—TERM 1   

Fairfield College is proud to celebrate the outstanding 
commitment our students have shown to attendance 
during Term 1. 
A huge congratulations to the 255 students who achieved an exceptional 
97% or higher attendance for Term 1 and were rewarded with a well-
earned pizza lunch.  This is a fantastic achievement and reflects real 
dedication to learning. 
We would also like to acknowledge all students who maintained regular 
attendance of 91% or better throughout the term.  Your consistency and 
commitment have not gone unnoticed, and you should be very proud of 
your effort. 
At Fairfield College, we know that attendance has a direct and powerful 
link to achievement.  Being present every day strengthens learning, 
builds positive routines, and supports student wellbeing and success.  

Every lesson counts, and regular attendance gives students the best possible opportunity to reach their full potential. 
Thank you to our students and whaanau for prioritizing attendance and supporting our shared commitment to learning.  We 
look forward to continuing this positive momentum into Term 2. 

- Mr Braden MacPherson—Deputy Principal 
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and exercise good judgement when deciding whether they 
are well enough to attend school, particularly if mild 
symptoms are present. 

As a general guide, based on Ministry of Education 
guidance: 

• Children should attend school if they have mild 
symptoms such as a runny nose, allergies, or a 
minor cough and are well enough to learn. 

• Children should stay home if they have a fever, 
vomiting or diarrhoea, are feeling too unwell to 
participate in learning, or have a contagious 
illness. 

Once your child is well enough to return, they should come 
back to school as soon as possible, even if a phased return 
is needed initially. 

Clear guidance to support whaanau in making these 
decisions is available from the Ministry of Education’s link: 
Knowing if your child is well enough to go to school — 
guidance for parents and caregivers    

Supporting Attendance Amid the Energy and Fuel Cost 
Crisis 

Another potential barrier to consistent school attendance is 
the rising cost of petrol and the transport challenges this 
can create, particularly for students who travel longer 
distances to school. If this is affecting your family, we 
encourage you to contact the school so we can work 
alongside you to find practical solutions and provide support 
where possible. We thank the whaanau who have already 
reached out regarding this matter and appreciate the 
openness and partnership shown as we work together to 
support regular attendance for all students. 

Strengthening Attendance Through Community 
Partnership 

As part of our continued focus on improving student 
attendance in Term 2, Fairfield College is entering into a 
community attendance partnership. We are extremely 
grateful to Mr Alex Saunders, owner of Heaphy Terrace 
Four Square, for his generosity and willingness to support 
this kaupapa as a community project. This partnership 
reflects shared values around education, wellbeing, and 
responsibility, and recognises the vital role of whaanau in 
supporting regular school attendance. Further details about 
this partnership will be shared with our community in Week 
2 of next term. 

Fairfield College’s Inaugural Learn Week 

We appreciate the ongoing support whaanau provide in 
prioritising both attendance and achievement for their 

children. To further strengthen student achievement 
outcomes, Fairfield College will introduce its inaugural 
LEARN Week in Week 4 of Term 2 (18–22 May). This 
initiative has been deliberately scheduled to align with the 
first Common Assessment Activity (CAA) assessment 
window. 

LEARN Week has been intentionally designed to prioritise 
in-school support for students who are not yet achieving at 
the expected level, particularly those still working towards 
literacy, numeracy, and key NCEA credits. These students 
will receive targeted and personalised support focused on 
addressing learning gaps and supporting progress towards 
their NCEA qualifications, including opportunities to 
complete outstanding work and assessment submissions. 

This approach will enable teachers to concentrate support 
where it is most needed, while continuing to offer choice 
and flexibility for families. Year 13 students will continue 
with their normal programme during this week. The 
outcomes of LEARN Week will be reported to the Board at 
the June Board meeting. 

Fairfield College Study Tour to China 

Today, 20 students and three teachers departed on a two-
week trip to China. This marks our third study tour to China, 
and we are extremely grateful for the ongoing support we 
receive as a Confucius Classroom school. We would also 
like to sincerely thank our parents and whaanau for their 
encouragement and support in making this opportunity 
possible for their children. Special acknowledgement goes 
to our Mandarin teacher, Mrs Wang Bei, who consistently 
goes above and beyond to ensure our students can access 
and benefit from international learning experiences such as 
this. During the trip, students will spend time in Shanghai 
and Beijing, experiencing iconic sights while strengthening 
their understanding of Chinese culture and language 
through learning activities at Fudan University. We look 
forward to hearing students’ reflections on this enriching 
experience when they return. 

 

Ngaa mihi nui 

 

 

 

 

Richard Crawford 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

https://www.healthnz.govt.nz/health-topics/keeping-healthy/healthy-homes-environments/going-to-school/knowing-if-your-child-is-well-enough-to-go-to-school-guidance-for-parents
https://www.healthnz.govt.nz/health-topics/keeping-healthy/healthy-homes-environments/going-to-school/knowing-if-your-child-is-well-enough-to-go-to-school-guidance-for-parents


 

 — Page 3 — 

 

     

What a fantastic day we had at the pool for our 2026 Swimming Sports on Friday, March 13th.  While the atmosphere was a 
little different this year with only our competitors poolside, the intensity and school spirit remained high.  Our swimmers took to 
the blocks with incredible focus, and the lack of a full crowd didn’t stop the cheering from teammates that echoed throughout 
the venue.  It was a day of personal bests and some exceptionally close finishes that kept the timekeepers on their toes. 

Outside of the traditional lanes, another highlight of the week was our Manu Competition.  Throughout the week, students 
competed in heats during lunchtimes, culminating in an epic final on Friday.  The “bomb” squad certainly didn’t disappoint!  
The photo on the far right features the Manu champion Ngahere Enoka-Davis along with Community Police Constables Lochie 
and Tori who also participated along with the students.   

Congratulations to Maungatautari for taking out this competition overall. 

Athletics—Year 10 student Hunter Larsen-Plowman, who we celebrated in our last newsletter for 
breaking FFC records in the Year 10 Boys Shot Put and Discus, has taken his talents to the next 
level. Over the weekend of 28–29 March, he competed at the North Island Secondary Schools 
Track and Field Championships in Papakura. In the Intermediate Boys Discus, Hunter threw an 
impressive 32.37m, placing 12th in a very strong field. To put this into perspective, the winning throw was 55.62m. Well done, 
Hunter, what an achievement to represent Waikato/BOP at this level. 

Waka Ama—Awesome paddling by our FFC students who 
represented our kura at the Waka Ama Secondary Schools 
Nationals, held in Rotorua from 23–27 March. We are incredibly 
proud of you all! 
A special mention to Finn Cameron, who earned a bronze 
ribbon in the individual races. An outstanding effort. 
Congratulations also to Zupree Pickering, who has been 
selected to paddle for Te Toki Waka Ama. He is a member of 
the Awhiowhio Blue J16 Men’s team, which has qualified to 
represent Te Puku o te Ika and Aotearoa at the IVF Va’a World 
Club Sprint Championships. The event will be held in Marina 
Bay, Singapore, from 17–31 August 2026. 
 

FFC STUDENT REPS IN NISS CHAMPIONSHIPS        

During Week 8, the Intermountain Touch 
Rugby competition took place on the 
school fields. After a year's hiatus, it was 
great to see the return of this traditionally 
popular mountain event. The passionate 
support on the sidelines matched the 
energetic play on the field, with some 
impressive skills regularly being on 
display.  
Maungatautari were crowned Touch 
champions of 2026 after finishing the 
competition unbeaten. Karioi finished in 
2nd place, followed by Pirongia (3rd) 
and Kakepuku (4th).  

- Pat Whitiora 
Mountain Dean 

SWIMMING SPORTS 
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WHAT’S COMING UP @ FFC 

—

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Bookings are now open— book an appointment with your 

child’s teachers using the School Loop APP: 

Thank you to our Summer Sport Coaches, 
Managers and Supporters 

FFC Sport would like to take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank all the coaches and managers 
who stepped up to enable our students to 
participate in summer sport this term: 

 Mrs Jenny Heta—Waka Ama 

 Mr Jermaine Neho—Waka Ama 
Nationals 

 Ms Casey Rapana—Waka Ama 

 Mr Pat Whitiora—Junior Girls Touch 

 Ms Sarah Summerfield—Junior Girls 
Touch 

 Mr Ross Hurly—Senior Boys Futsal and 
Junior Boys Futsal 

 Mr Ned Marsters—FFC Royals Softball 

 Ms Vikki Rangiawha—Senior Boys 
Volleyball 

 Ms Christine Ripikoi—Ultimate Frisbee 
and Junior Girls Touch 

 Finn Leitch—Junior Boys Futsal 

 Roman Boxwell—Junior Boys Futsal 

 Gemma Tynan—Senior Girls Volleyball  

Without your dedication, FFC Sport simply would 
not happen.  Thanks to your commitment, our 
students were able to participate in the sports 
they love. We also want to acknowledge the 
parents and caregivers who supported teams 
from the sidelines, often helping out with 
scorekeeping or first aid.  Your contribution 
allows our students the opportunity to proudly 
represent their school.  Thank you all so much 
for making this summer season a success! 

TERM ONE 
 

APRIL 
2 Last day of Term 2 

3 GOOD FRIDAY 

6 EASTER MONDAY 

7 EASTER TUESDAY 

9 FFC U17 Boys rugby game 11am 
@FFC against Newcastle Australia 

20 Start of Term 2—all school returns 

 International Chinese Language 
Day 

22 GEO200—Raglan Trip 

22-23 OED100—Kaniwhaniwha Camp 

23 Full School Assembly—ANZAC 

27 ANZAC Observance 

28-1 May Cultural Celebration Week 

30 OED100—Caving 

 

MAY 
5 Learning Conferences: 4-7pm 

6 10BES Market Day 

11 OED300 Maungatautari tramp 

13 NZ Defence Force presentation 

14 Hospitality/Chef Workshop 

15 The Great Gully Gallop—Cross 
Country 

18-20 10 Health—St Johns Community 
 Education  

18-22 Learn Week 

 EOTC Free Week 

 CAA Week 

19-20 Health and Safety Course 

21 Learner Licence Course 

21-22 Forklift Licence 

22 Summit Institute Workshop 

25-27 St Johns Community—10 Health 

25-29  CAA catchup week 

26-27 OED200 Te Aroha Tramp 

Teachers will provide targeted 
support, including 

resubmissions where 
appropriate, to help students 

meet assessment requirements.  

Most Year 10 and 11 and some 
Year 12 and 13 students will 

participate in CAAs.  


