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Nga mihi nui ki a koutou whanau, and a warm St Leo’s blessing on you all
Season of Advent

Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical year and spans four weeks leading up to Christmas. It
is a time characterised by preparation, not just for the joyful celebration of Jesus' birth, but for the
transformation of our hearts and the world around us. This week, we enter the beautiful season of
Advent, a special time of waiting, hope, and preparation as we look forward to celebrating Jesus’
birth at Christmas. At St Leo’s, we will focus each week on the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and
Love, guiding our akonga to reflect on how they can bring Christ’s light into the world through their
words and actions.

Classrooms will be marking the season with prayer, reflection, and acts of kindness that honour our
Mercy values and our school’s strong Catholic identity. As we light the first candle on the Advent
wreath, we invite whanau to join us in embracing this time of thoughtful preparation and gratitude.
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Farewell Mrs Schaffer

We say a heartfelt farewell to Mrs Schaffer, who will be leaving us at the end of this year. We are
incredibly grateful for the dedication, warmth, and creativity she has brought to St Leo’s. Her
passion for learning and her genuine care for our tamariki have made a lasting impact on our
school community. Mrs Schaffer will be going to Germany and teaching there for a while. We will
miss her dearly. We are excited for the fantastic opportunities that await her overseas. We send
her off with our prayers, our gratitude, and our very best wishes.

Welcome to Mrs Cleasby Kia ora St Leo’s community!

My name is Emily Cleasby, and I'm so excited to be joining St Leo’s next year.
My family and | are originally from Sydney, Australia, and we’ve been living
in Devonport for almost two years. It has been so lovely settling into this
community and getting to know everyone. We're always up for a chat, so
please come and say hello if you see us around!

We have two children: Alexis, who is five, and Theo, who is almost three.
We'’ve loved exploring the local playgrounds, beaches, library, and all the fun
activities our area has to offer. As a family, we enjoy travelling, hiking, and
volunteering through the Kaipatiki Project.

| began teaching in Sydney in late 2015, and every year since has been
gratifying as I've watched my students learn, grow, achieve their goals and
gain confidence in themselves. | especially enjoy teaching all aspects of
literacy and creating engaging art projects while exploring different artists and art styles.

I’'m really looking forward to becoming part of the St Leo’s whanau and getting to know the people
who make this community so special. See you in the new year!

Family Picnic

We are excited to invite all our St Leo’s whanau to our Family Picnic this Friday from 4:00 pm to
6:00 pm. This is an excellent opportunity for families to come together, relax, and enjoy each
other’s company as we celebrate the end of a busy year.

There will be pizzas, a sausage sizzle, and drinks available for purchase, so bring a blanket, find a
sunny spot, and enjoy a fun afternoon with our school community. We look forward to seeing you
there for a great evening of connection, laughter, and shared kai!

Costumes for the end-of-year show

We are looking for sheep costumes for our Christmas show. If you have one that we could borrow,
please let Renee or Vimi know.

Christmas/Nativity Show — Thursday 11 December

We are delighted to invite all whanau and friends to our annual Christmas/Nativity Show on
Thursday, 11 December at 10 am. This special celebration is a highlight of our year as our tamariki
share the story of Jesus’ birth through song, drama, and joy-filled performance.

Everyone is warmly welcome, so come along and support our students, and join us in the spirit of
Christmas as we gather together as a community.

God Bless, ?/mw C/Lancém



Other notices:
Term 4 fees

Term 4 fees invoices are now due. Term 4 activity invoices have been sent. Payment before the
end of the term would be appreciated. If you have not yet received this please let Renee know.

Summer uniform

A reminder that all girls need to be in the new uniform next year. https://www.schooluniform.co.nz/

PTFA News

School Fair

The final figure for the fair was $17,091.00.

Calendar art

This should be with us before the end of the term. We will let you know when it arrives

Christmas Festival

We still need a couple of people to help with selling drinks and ice blocks at the Christmas festival
after the Santa Parade. Please see Gin, Amy or Renee if you can help.

Pie lunch

Your child should have brought home an order form for ordering a pie lunch. $6 for pie, treat and
drink. This will take place on the fun day 15th December. If you are able to help with the cooking
and serving on this day please let Renee, Gin or Amy know.

Thank you to the following local businesses who supported our school fair:

Trish & Tracey Barfoot & Thompson

New World Devonport
Toshiba

Avenue Advice

Peter Wolkamp Resident Builder
Auckland Zoo
ClipNClimb

Inflatable World
Northern Rocks
Paradox Books
Hammer Hardware
Devonport Squash Club
Scholastic Books

Anna Stretton

North Shore United Soccer Club
Victoria Superette
Hirepool

Stoked NZ

Studio Pilates

Mr Chips

Container Nurseries
The Thread Room
Uglys

Visit our Open Days on

The Vic

Devonport Drycleaners

Dulcies

Benefitz

Chalmers Organics

Devonport Resource Recovery Centre Devonport
Wild Wheat

Zealandia Horticulture Ltd

Resene

Scott Base Nursery AVENUE
Hauraki Social Club ADVICE
Bloom Pretzels

Calimero

Asahi

vl TOSHIBA
Devonport Navy Museum

Farro

Marbles Art Studio

Wero Climb

Skin Sense

Belmont Pharmacy

CARMEL COLLEGE

en thraugh a Catholic e on in the Mercy tradition to

and to be preparec enge and shape the future
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Timetable of events term 4

Friday 5 December Save Day Peninsula Athletics
Year 3 - 6 Mass 12.00
Family picnic 4pm - 6pm

Sunday 7 December Santa Parade & stall at Christmas festival

Tuesday 9 December Music with Dominic
Playgroup 9.15 am
Helpers morning tea 11 am

Wednesday 10 December Music with Dominic
Year 6 Leavers Dinner 5.30pm

Thursday 11 December Christmas Show 10 am
Chess club

Monday 15 December Fun Day
Pie lunch

Tuesday 16 December Playgroup

Year 6 Leavers Mass 10 am
School finishes midday

Friday 19 December Office closes until Jan 27th

New Zealand Traveller Declaration

Going overseas for the school holidays? Everyone travelling into New Zealand must complete a
New Zealand Traveller Declaration, including returning New Zealand passport holders.

Its FREE and you can do it on the online form or on the NZTD app.

If you're travelling as a family or group and completing multiple declarations, the NZTD app allows
you to copy your travel details into another declaration, making it easier to complete multiple
declarations for the same journey. The submitted declarations are then all easy to see within the
app.

The New Zealand Traveller Declaration collects travel, customs, immigration and biosecurity
information and aims to improve the safety and security of New Zealand. It replaces the paper card
you used to fill out on the plane.

To make your arrival easier, do your digital declaration before your flight back to New Zealand.
Head to travellerdeclaration.govt.nz today!

LESSONS

$5 FROM EVERY TICKET SOLD GOES
BACK TO YOURSCHOOL

( AUGKLANDFG.GONZ )

al. LEI'S - SCAN HERE T0 GET YOUR
TIEKETS!

Contact: clairemgillies78@gmail.com
for more information & interest
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Community Notices

Season's Greetings Nga Mihi O Te Wa - The Vic has a
| great range of new films for the whole family to enjoy

over summer! For more info visit www.thevic.co.nz
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Gantly Loved IMaTkets!
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CAMP WITH N LIVEONLINEFANCALLand Q& A

INFLATABLE
PITCH

Kick off the school holidays with football fun
at our holiday programme held at the fantastic
facilities of Takapuna Normal Intermediate
School. Experience the thrill of our unique
inflatable pitch as we dive into fun games,
skill-building activities, matches,

tournaments, and much more : . g Y " - 1 X Greenhithe community Ha"
17-19 & 22-23 DEC e g . aturday-6thDecembers 12pm - 3pm
19-22 & 26-29 JAN - : )

TAKAPUNA NORMAL ?
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Register on enrolmy.com/msports-northshore %=

9-12PM | 9-3PM
$39.99 | §59.99

All White & Auckland FC

Maore info: Chris Bryson
chrisb.fknz@gmail.com

“—""@‘”"- SUMMER ENTERTAINMENT

lakapuna Beachside
woye Ty -_ Yes, Te Reo Maori class is L
NORTH SHORE .. .*" "-.".+ back " oo
One night a week
youth muSlc Rapare/THURSDAY 6-9pm
2026 APPLICATIONS OPEN NOW  \Where: Te Pataka korero ki
' Te Hau

Kapua/Devonport Library
Starts March 2026

wm A Auckland
100 prss 200

To apply or to find out more information
about the above groups, visit our website i el e

or find us on Facebook TICKETS ON SALE NOW

WWW.Nsym.org.nz
WWW.TAKAPUNAMOVIES.CO.NZ
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MON 19™ JANUARY TUES 20™ JANUARY
LETS CLIMB THE
MOUNTAIN
& HAVE GAMES 8 &
PICNIC LUNCH!!
3

WATER PLAY SUMMER

FLUIN DAY

MON 26™ JANUARY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY  yurec o oonsa

A VERY MERRY MARKET DAaY!

O, WO, WO, LETS G0¢ LETS MAKE AND
SWAD ALL SORTS OF CODL AND CUTE
L XMAS CRAFTY GHFTS TO TAXE HOME!

| L

18
MOVIE DAY AND AN ICE
CREAM! EXTRA COST $18
ZOOTOPIA 2t

e
UL

WOO HODH ZO0TORA 2 MOVIE AND

ICE-CREAM AT THE VIC! PLUS CRAZY

CHERSTMAS FUN & CUTE CRASTS AT
THE HOUSE!

WED 21™ JANUARY
ACTIVITY= YOUNG GUNS
SKATE SCHOOL SUPER
FUMN SKATEBOARDING
LESSON! EXTRA COST-$20

NG 3
PLEASE WEAR SNEAKERS TOOAT!

TUES 27™JANUARY 'WED 28™ JANUARY
TRIP-MOVIE DAY

POUT POUT FISH

TODAY! WATER PLAY FUN DAYN MOVIE AND AN ICE
CREAM! EXTRA COST
HAVE A HAPPY
DAY

MON 5™ JANUARY

t

T COMMUNITY HOUSE
STMAS HOLIDAY PROGRAMME

FRIDAY 19™ DECEMBER
CHAISTMAS BY JAMA PARTY!
SHARED LUNCH, PRESENT MAKING
AND XMAS MAMEOVERS!!

,* '«#I%
sAPR
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WEAR YOUR Y AMAS 08 XMGAS DRSS LSS #
O A VO LI 89965 SO TG PO
DUR THARED LLACHE FU KMAS SAATY LAMEE,

THURS 22*9 JANUARY FRI 25" JANUARY

MEGA SUPER AWESOME PENGUINS OF
BOX CITY MADAGASCAR FUN DAYH
4 EPHC PENGUIN CRAZINESS.
& CRAFTS!

SARERGUUHT BCR.CT VSN DN | LIKE 70 MOVE T MOVEITH
CRAZY LENGES & ToE

COOL CRAFTS! SOUVED!

THURS 29™ JANUARY  FRI 30™ JANUARY

ARTY PARTY MARKET ~ LAST DAY! PARTY

ANIMALS DAYH SHARED

FUN DAYY LUNCH! DRESS UPS AND
PYJAMA PARTY!

s

AN EFIC DAY OF CRAFTY KIDS
MAXING TO TRADE AT OURVERY
N MARKET! ART AND CRAFT

TILLYOUR HEARTS CONTENT!

ART THEMED GAMES AND
MORE!

DEVONPORT COMMUNITY HOUSE
HOLIDAY PROGRAMME JANUARY 2026

TUES 6™JANUARY WED 7™ JANUARY

LACITE: Y SUTURE DY WHERE THE WILD THINGS ~ SPONGEROE MOVIE & &N ICE
FUN &

TROLLS MUSIC MAKING
MONDAY!

COOL HAIR MAKEOVERS AND
MLISIC MAKING CRAFTS!
TERNFICTMEN'FSDM!.NB CHALLENGES GAMES AND

COONNG

MON 12™ JANUARY  TUES 13™ JANUARY

ARE! CREAM! EXTRA COST $8

WALD THINGS WALD ACTIVITES, WiLD)
CRAFTS ARDIWE WILL GO OUT S THE
oL

MARCH ANDIICE
FOITHE LIBARY ARDWINDSCRRESERVE  CREAM AT THE VAC AND FLINAY UNDER
Tonar THE SEA THEME ACTIVITIES

WED 14™ JANUARY
LILD AND STITCH TROPICAL
PARTY] WATER PLAY TODAY!
BEACH VISIT

RATATOUILLE KOOKY
COOKS D!

CUTEAND KOOKY FOOD CRAFTS,

Fuse

FRI 9™ JANUARY
TERRIFIC TOY STORY DAY!

THURS 8™ JANUARY
WATER FUN DAY

WHAT GOES O WITH OUR TOVS WHEN

W AR LCCKONGT T MYSTERY.

MSCHEER AND MISHEM! UK, GAMES
AMD CRATINESSE

THURS 15™ JANUARY FRI 6™ JANUARY

IF YO LIKE, DRESS UP AS YOUR
FAVOURITE CHARACTER FOR A
DKY OF MAGICAL CRAFTS HARRY
POTTER YOGA AND MYSTICAL

TIATIES!

THIP DAY! CATCH THE FERRY HARRY DOI'I'ER MAGIC
TO MARITIME MUSEUM $22
LETS GO IN A SASLBOAT
UNDER THE HARBOUR
BRICGE!
WIS CLOBAD TN SOES FEASE

'HOLIDAY
PROGRAMME

JANURARY 2026

% BUDDY DISCOUNT

Tuesday 13 January  Wednesday 14 January  Thursday 15 January
g !

onices « iz H R
TAKAPUNA

“ Monday 12 January

Raceway Rumble Ninja Knockout  Bey Battle Shawdown

!‘Iunday 19 January Tuesday 20 January

-

Sweetopia Market = Hinion Madness | Great Treasure Hunt

.ﬂu]ua ndventures Ultimate Survivor



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS WHO ARE SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL

Free Trial Mid-Ma
HON SIMON WATTS * KUMON

Each Year
MP for North Shore Give your child a
northshore@parliament.govt.nz ' head start in life

@O simonwattsmp

With our individually tailored Kumon maths and N
English programmes, your child will develop a strong
academic foundation that will nurture their learning for life.

*!l-
*

Contact your local Kumon Centre to find out more today.
KUMON FORREST HILL & TAKAPUNA EDUCATION CENTRES
mob: 021 167 0019

Visit http:/nz.kumonglobal.com

TRISH AND TRACY TAKAPUNA

- q‘ . 0 ORTHODONTIC -
? Covering All Your Real e
/ ( Estate Needs, Creating = )

£ National
g z

Clients For Life
Devonport to Hauraki Specialists

BARFOOT&THOMPSON

Devonport Branch Ph: 09 445 2010 - 39 Victoria Road, Devonport

Tracey Lawrence & Trish Fitzgerald
RESIDENTIAL SALES
Tracey mobile 021 1720 681 ¢ Trish mobile 021 952 452

Top Agents Devonport 2020-2025 {f

Help give the Miracle of Sight
to children, like Krind, living
in the world's poorest places.

To send a gift, call
080077 22 64
orgoto
www.cbmnz.org.nz/krind

Cinema entertainment for all!
Plus private venue hire and .
live shows at your local cinema!

Coaching at Ngataringa Tennis Club available year round!
Email us or book online at www.thegame.net.nz

O 0228981212

® coaching@thegame.net.nz

www.thegame.net.nz

48 Victoria Road * 09 446 0100 * thevic.co.nz

To advertise on this newsletter and support the school, please contact Newsletters Unlimited Ph/Fax: 09 817 3867
Email: newsletters@xtra.co.nz | www.newslettersunlimited.co.nz
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