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04 December  2025 
 
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou whānau, and a warm St Leo’s blessing on you all 
 
Season of Advent 
 
Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical year and spans four weeks leading up to Christmas. It 
is a time characterised by preparation, not just for the joyful celebration of Jesus' birth, but for the 
transformation of our hearts and the world around us. This week, we enter the beautiful season of 
Advent, a special time of waiting, hope, and preparation as we look forward to celebrating Jesus’ 
birth at Christmas. At St Leo’s, we will focus each week on the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and 
Love, guiding our ākonga to reflect on how they can bring Christ’s light into the world through their 
words and actions. 
 
Classrooms will be marking the season with prayer, reflection, and acts of kindness that honour our 
Mercy values and our school’s strong Catholic identity. As we light the first candle on the Advent 
wreath, we invite whānau to join us in embracing this time of thoughtful preparation and gratitude. 
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Farewell Mrs Schaffer 

We say a heartfelt farewell to Mrs Schaffer, who will be leaving us at the end of this year. We are 
incredibly grateful for the dedication, warmth, and creativity she has brought to St Leo’s. Her 
passion for learning and her genuine care for our tamariki have made a lasting impact on our 
school community. Mrs Schaffer will be going to Germany and teaching there for a while. We will 
miss her dearly. We are excited for the fantastic opportunities that await her overseas. We send 
her off with our prayers, our gratitude, and our very best wishes.  

Welcome to Mrs Cleasby  Kia ora St Leo’s community! 

My name is Emily Cleasby, and I’m so excited to be joining St Leo’s next year. 
My family and I are originally from Sydney, Australia, and we’ve been living 
in Devonport for almost two years. It has been so lovely settling into this 
community and getting to know everyone. We’re always up for a chat, so 
please come and say hello if you see us around! 
 
We have two children: Alexis, who is five, and Theo, who is almost three. 
We’ve loved exploring the local playgrounds, beaches, library, and all the fun 
activities our area has to offer. As a family, we enjoy travelling, hiking, and 
volunteering through the Kaipātiki Project. 
 
I began teaching in Sydney in late 2015, and every year since has been 
gratifying as I’ve watched my students learn, grow, achieve their goals and 
gain confidence in themselves. I especially enjoy teaching all aspects of 
literacy and creating engaging art projects while exploring different artists and art styles. 
 
I’m really looking forward to becoming part of the St Leo’s whānau and getting to know the people 
who make this community so special. See you in the new year! 
 

Family Picnic 

We are excited to invite all our St Leo’s whānau to our Family Picnic this Friday from 4:00 pm to 

6:00 pm. This is an excellent opportunity for families to come together, relax, and enjoy each 

other’s company as we celebrate the end of a busy year. 

There will be pizzas, a sausage sizzle, and drinks available for purchase, so bring a blanket, find a 
sunny spot, and enjoy a fun afternoon with our school community. We look forward to seeing you 
there for a great evening of connection, laughter, and shared kai!   

Costumes for the end-of-year show  

We are looking for sheep costumes for our Christmas show.  If you have one that we could borrow, 
please let Renee or Vimi know. 

Christmas/Nativity Show – Thursday 11 December 

We are delighted to invite all whānau and friends to our annual Christmas/Nativity Show on 
Thursday, 11 December at 10 am. This special celebration is a highlight of our year as our tamariki 
share the story of Jesus’ birth through song, drama, and joy-filled performance. 

Everyone is warmly welcome, so come along and support our students, and join us in the spirit of 
Christmas as we gather together as a community. 

God Bless,     Vimi Chandra 
 



 
Other notices: 
Term 4 fees 
Term 4 fees invoices are now due. Term 4 activity invoices have been sent.  Payment before the 
end of the term would be appreciated.  If you have not yet received this please let Renee know. 
 
Summer uniform 
A reminder that all girls need to be in the new uniform next year.   https://www.schooluniform.co.nz/ 
 
PTFA News 
 
School Fair 
The final figure for the fair was $17,091.00.   
 
Calendar art 
This should be with us before the end of the term.  We will let you know when it arrives 
 
Christmas Festival 
We still need a couple of people to help with selling drinks and ice blocks at the Christmas festival 
after the Santa Parade.  Please see Gin, Amy or Renee if you can help. 
 
Pie lunch 
Your child should have brought home an order form for ordering a pie lunch.  $6 for pie, treat and 
drink.  This will take place on the fun day 15th December.  If you are able to help with the cooking 
and serving on this day please let Renee, Gin or Amy know. 
 
Thank you to the following local businesses who supported our school fair: 
Trish & Tracey Barfoot & Thompson​ ​ ​  
New World Devonport 
Toshiba​ ​ ​ ​ ​ The Vic​  
Avenue Advice​ ​ ​ ​ Devonport Drycleaners 
Peter Wolkamp Resident Builder​ ​ Dulcies​ ​  
Auckland Zoo​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Benefitz​ ​ ​  
ClipNClimb​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Chalmers Organics 
Inflatable World​ ​ ​             Devonport Resource Recovery Centre 
Northern Rocks​ ​ ​ ​ Wild Wheat​ ​ ​  
Paradox Books​ ​ ​ ​ Zealandia Horticulture Ltd 
Hammer Hardware​ ​ ​ ​ Resene​  
Devonport Squash Club​ ​ ​ Scott Base Nursery 
Scholastic Books​ ​ ​ ​ Hauraki Social Club​ ​  
Anna Stretton​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Bloom Pretzels​ ​  
North Shore United Soccer Club​ ​ Calimero​ ​ ​  
Victoria Superette​ ​ ​ ​ Asahi​ ​ ​  
Hirepool​ ​ ​ ​ ​ MOTAT​ ​  
Stoked NZ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Devonport Navy Museum 
Studio Pilates​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Farro​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Mr Chips​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Marbles Art Studio​ ​ ​ ​  
Container Nurseries​ ​ ​ ​ Wero Climb 
The Thread Room​ ​ ​ ​ Skin Sense 
Uglys​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Belmont Pharmacy 
 
 
​  
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Timetable of events term 4 

Friday 5 December Save Day Peninsula Athletics 
Year 3 - 6 Mass 12.00 
Family picnic 4pm - 6pm  

Sunday 7 December Santa Parade & stall at Christmas festival 

Tuesday 9 December Music with Dominic 
Playgroup 9.15 am 
Helpers morning tea 11 am 

Wednesday 10 December Music with Dominic 
Year 6 Leavers Dinner 5.30pm 

Thursday 11 December Christmas Show 10 am 
Chess club 

Monday 15 December Fun Day 
Pie lunch 

Tuesday 16 December Playgroup 
Year 6 Leavers Mass 10 am 
School finishes midday 

Friday 19 December Office closes until Jan 27th 

 
New Zealand Traveller Declaration 
Going overseas for the school holidays? Everyone travelling into New Zealand must complete a 
New Zealand Traveller Declaration, including returning New Zealand passport holders. 
Its FREE and you can do it on the online form or on the NZTD app.  
If you’re travelling as a family or group and completing multiple declarations, the NZTD app allows 
you to copy your travel details into another declaration, making it easier to complete multiple 
declarations for the same journey. The submitted declarations are then all easy to see within the 
app.  
The New Zealand Traveller Declaration collects travel, customs, immigration and biosecurity 
information and aims to improve the safety and security of New Zealand. It replaces the paper card 
you used to fill out on the plane.    
 To make your arrival easier, do your digital declaration before your flight back to New Zealand. 
Head to travellerdeclaration.govt.nz today! 
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Community Notices 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Yes, Te Reo Māori class is 
back 
One night a week 
Rāpare/THURSDAY 6-9pm 
Where: Te Pataka kōrero ki 
Te Hau  
Kapua/Devonport Library  
Starts March 2026 
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