
 

        School Newsletter #5     -    April  7th 2025  

                                       Dates to Remember 

Mon 7th April Board meeting - anyone welcome to attend 3.30pm at school 

Tues 8th  - Wed 
9th April 

William Pike Challenge overnight bush walk (Y7 / Y8) 

Thur 10th April Mufti day, please bring along $2 to support the seniors students 
with the William Pike Challenge 

Fri 11th April Last day of term (Assembly) at 12.00 pm 
 
We will not be having a shared lunch this term, as students will 
eat lunch prior to assembly. There will be no takeaway orders. 
Ice blocks will be given out after assembly and students will then 
be able to leave with their parents. School will however be open 
until 3pm. 

 
 

Principal’s Message ‘Mā muri ka kite a muri’ 
Those who lead give sight to those who follow 

Well this term has gone incredibly quickly and now we are preparing for the end of 
term assembly, which will be held in the church building at 12pm on Friday 11th April. 
 
As the core business of school is teaching and learning, we would like to better 
acknowledge academic achievements throughout the term. We will be celebrating 
diligence in literacy and numeracy for Y1/2, Y3/4, Y5/6, Y7/8. We will still be 
celebrating our LIGHT awards for our new school values -  
Leadership, Inclusion, Growth - mindset, Honesty and Teamwork. 
 
Last Thursday we were fortunate enough to have the AF8 (Emergency Management 
Roadshow) visit our school to discuss earthquakes and fault lines and the positive 
and negative impacts of earthquake events. We will have some members of this team 
visit us next term to compliment our Inquiry topic. 
 
I would like to thank the school team for supporting me over the last couple of weeks, 
whilst I have been recovering from surgery. It has been a busy time with new carpet 
getting laid, which looks amazing but has caused a bit of disarray. 

Omarama School: 2 Omarama Avenue, 9412  Ph: (03) 4389815 office@omarama.school.nz 
          Learning and thriving in the place of light - Ki te Whei Ao, Ki te Marama e! 

mailto:office@omarama.school.nz


 

ClayCliffs Sharing EPRo8 Internal Stem Challenge 

STEM  - Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics subject  area. 
  
Once again this year, Omarama School has hired the EPRo8 equipment to engage 
and challenge ourselves in STEM challenges.  
Our Year 5 to Year 8 students had great fun following the instructions to make a 
skeleton man for the internal event. Year 1 to Year 4 also spent an afternoon 
designing vehicles with the support of the Senior class. 
 
Our students love this opportunity and we are considering purchasing our very own 
EPRo8 kit, for regular learning and enjoyment. The cost is approximately $1500. 
 
Next term we have entered a Year 5 - Year 6 team and a Year 7 - Year 8 team to 
compete in an Inter School event. This event will be held in Cromwell and will be a 
very unique experience for our students who show talent and engagement in these 
subject areas and at this challenge level. 
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Ahuriri sharing Beans (life- cycles) 

 
While Ms Winslade was teaching in the Ahuriri classroom, she taught them about 
beans and the various parts of the bean plant, as well as the life cycle of the 
bean.They really enjoyed this learning and illustrated their knowledge with these 
amazing diagrams below. I think you will agree these sketches look fantastic! 
 

      
                

 

ANZAC Celebrations Writing, Baking, Dawn Service 

 
Claycliffs have now submitted their writing for this Upper Waitaki competition. We are 
anxiously waiting to receive the results. Regardless of the outcome an enormous 
amount of learning has taken place and we are hoping to be invited to read some of 
our Anzac work at the Omarama dawn service this year. It is difficult when this falls in 
the school holidays but I encourage you to have your child attend and experience this 
service, this will be of more significance to the seniors this year as they have just 
completed their ANZAC studies. 
 
I hope to have good representation from Omarama school at this year's 
commemoration service in Omarama. We are working on some artwork also. 
 
Claycliff students completed their ANZAC study by baking Anzac biscuits, decorating 
them and sharing the biscuits with Ahuriri class. They were delicious! 
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Swimming Results North Otago Swim Results 

Congratulations to James Mason who qualified for the freestyle event, backstroke and 
breaststroke event in Dunedin, but unfortunately was unable to attend. 

Well done James!    
 

 

Camp Iona Year 8 Reflections 

Last Thursday and Friday, Nicole, Paige, Liam and James attended an overnight 
camp at Camp Iona, along with approximately 70 students from the Waitaki Rural 
School network. Activities included a confidence course, a search and rescue event 
and many team building games. Our students really enjoyed the group activities and 
the opportunity to meet other Year 8 students. 
 
Jacob Hannagan attended camp with them and by all accounts everyone had a great 
time, despite being extremely tired on the return to school. 
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        Paige Doree, Nicole McMurtrie, Liam McLeod and James Mason attended 

 
 

Sport Coaching visits 

Soccer - Jess Ibrom from Football development (Central Otago) visited us to run a 
skills based session. This was enjoyed by our students and ignited some more 
interest in playing soccer. 
Jess also presented us with a set of soccer balls for ongoing soccer games and skill 
development. This was very much appreciated. 
 
Netball - Hannah Soper from Netball development (North Otago) visited us for a 
second time to run some more netball sessions and this was well received by our 
students, many of whom already play netball in Twizel. 
 
We are very lucky that these development teams come to us here at school to build 
an interest in additional sports alongside our rugby and hockey favourites. 
      

 
 

Notices Health Document Returns 
Fern for Fuel 

*School Health Document  - Thank you to those parents who responded to our 
Health survey, this was very much appreciated. 
 
The data gathered indicated that parents want us to keep liaising with the health 
nurse and police constable to teach specific health and safety lessons. It is also noted 
that we participate in all physical activities that we can do and integrate and compete 
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with other schools where possible. 
 
Parents of our older students are keen for introductory lessons around relationships 
and sexuality, but just content that is relevant to our school community needs. 
 
* Fuel for school reimbursement - Thank you to those families that use the fuel that 
collates funding for Omarama School. Just recently we got to spend $1000 on sports 
equipment for our physical education programme. We purchased a parachute, 
pickleball set and a few other smaller items, which has been enjoyed by our students. 
The fern for fuel came along to school a couple of weeks ago and presented us with 
this equipment. How exciting and very much appreciated. Many thanks to those of 
you supporting this scheme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Strategic Goals update for 2025 School & Ministry of Education  

Omarama School 
 

●​ Learning Partnerships - we are developing our school facebook page 
●​ School Culture - we are developing our behaviour management plan, based 

around the principles of PB4L (positive behaviour for learning) 
 
Ministry of Education 
 

●​ Attendance  - we have developed as attendance management response plan 
●​ Achievement  - we are celebrating academic achievement at term assemblies 

 
 

 

LIGHT Value Celebrations 

The following students have now received their Light Value certificate for 10 tickets. 
Leona Leopold, Max Gloag, Louis Aubrey….congratulations! 
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                   Leadership, Inclusion, Growth - Mindset, Honesty, Teamwork 

 
 

Birthdays to Celebrate -                       

 
Once again there are no birthdays to acknowledge this newsletter. 

            

 
 
 
 

Headstart, Enrolments, Website, Facebook 

●​ Headstart will run on a Thursday in term 2 from 2pm - 3pm. 
          All 4 year olds in the area are most welcome. 
          Please contact the school if you intend on coming along. 
 

●​ School Website at www.omarama.school.nz 
●​ School Facebook page - launching soon, as soon as permission forms are sent 

home and returned to school. 
●​ Skool Loop app is our preferred means of fast communication or reminders. 
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