
ST PATRICK’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
TAUPO

86 Acacia Bay Road  Ph: 07 378 0205
office@stpatstaupo.school.nz

27  May 2024                                                                                           Volume 112  Issue 3

Tēnā koutou e te whānau

It has been great being back at school since last week.  To see the happy faces of our children at the liturgy 
last Monday when I spoke to the school, was heartwarming and made me realise the importance of my role.  
Having to leave so suddenly when my health deteriorated so quickly was not ideal but I am back with renewed 
energy and look forward to continuing the great work that is happening in our school.

I really appreciated Vicki and Matt stepping up at such short notice and doing a wonderful job in my absence.  
Sadly, Vicki lost her beloved mother due to a heart attack last week.  Please keep her and her family in your 
prayers.

Teacher only day
Just a reminder that there is a Taupō school teacher only day on Friday.  The school will be closed.  All the 
Taupō schools’ staff will be gathering at Tauhara College to hear Jase Williams talking about what trauma 
informed practice looks like in schools.

Pentecost Mass
Many thanks to the families who came to the School/Parish Mass last Sunday.  It was a 
beautiful Mass and it was wonderful to see our children taking part in the prayers and 
readings etc.  Just a reminder that we only have a school Mass once a term and being a 
Catholic school, there is an expectation that all families try to make it to this Mass.  This is 
usually pointed out when children are enrolled.  I know that there will be circumstances where families cannot 
attend but it would be great if it can be marked in your calendars as an important event.  Our next 
School/Parish Mass will be on Sunday 15 September.

Lockdown
Thank you to the many parents who sent messages to the school to thank us for the keeping the children safe 
during the lockdown a week and half ago.  We have had a brand new emergency bell and alarm system from 
the Diocese which only became live at the beginning of this term.  We have termly practises of emergency 
procedures but unfortunately had not had time for any since the new system was introduced.  The staff and 
children did very well in the emergency and as a staff we have looked at tweaking our procedures after a 
review.  Once it is finalised, we will share with the school community.

Swimming
Swimming lessons are happening this week and next week.  If your 
child is involved, please remember to pack their swimsuits and towels
each day.  If for any reason your child cannot swim, a note must be
sent to the teacher explaining the reason.  

Have a great week.

Manaaki te Atua / God bless

Maureen
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What’s happening at St Pat’s….

As part of the study 
happening in this term ‘The 

Heat beneath my Feet’, 
classes have been walking 

to the museum and 
surrounding area to look at 
the geothermal activity of 

our town.

These little 5 and 6 year 
olds made the trek there and 

back on Wednesday and 
were still feeling very 
positive after the hike

up the hill.

I have talked to children who 
have great knowledge about 

what they have learnt.

Take time to have a chat 
with your child about what 

they know.

Hopefully the trip postponed 
on Tuesday will be 
rescheduled soon.

Classes working in 
the STEAM room 

have been learning 
about using the 
power of wind to 
power a vehicle.

Have a look at the 
results on the next 

page!



Wind vehicles 
almost finished.

Time to take 
them outside to 

test drive.

Hopefully there 
will be some 

wind to get them 
moving!

Success!

It was great seeing the 
vehicles racing around 

the courtyard.



DIARY DATES -TERM 2

27 May - 7 June Junior Swimming (every day)

31 May TEACHER ONLY DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

3 June KING’S BIRTHDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

7 June Greening Taupo Day 2024

18 June Koru Junior Hub Biking

19 June Interschool Swimming

27 June 5.30pm BOT Meeting

28 June MATARIKI - SCHOOL CLOSED

3 July Interschool Ukulele Jam
Orienteering Day

5 July Term 2 Ends

ATTENDANCE
EVERY DAY MATTERS

Coming to school everyday is 
really important if children 

are to achieve and succeed.  As 
parents are caregivers, it is up 
to you to make sure your child 

attends school every day.

NOTIFY
Sometimes your child may need to be away from 

school because they are too sick to attend, have an 
appointment or need to be at a tangi or funeral.  If 
your child is going to be away, let us know as soon 
as possible.  Remember to tell us why and for how 

long your child will be away from school.

ARRANGE
Arrange appointments and trips outside school 
hours or during school holidays where possible.  
Holidays should be taken outside of term time. 

Events like a birthday are not justified reasons for 
being away from school.

CALL TO ACTION
If your child is away from school and you have not 

contacted us to let us know why, we will contact 
you by text and/or phone.  We need to know the 

reason that your child is away and that they are 
safe.  If your child has 5 days of unjustified absence 

within a term, you will receive a letter, alerting 
you to this and reminding you that your child must 

attend school regularly.

Regular Attendance = 90% or above
5 days absent in a term = 90%
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