
Thursday 27 November

Gala
What a wonderful evening we had on the 14th of November! It was great to see so many of you at the gala,
such a fun event and the weather was very kind to us. A huge thank you to our organising team and their
tireless efforts to make it happen. And to all our volunteers during the day and on the night - thank you!
Our students are the winners from all your efforts!

Class placements for 2026
These are well underway and will be confirmed on your child's report that will go live on Friday 12
December via HERO. I want to assure you all that a lot of consideration and care is put into these
placements to ensure the best for all children. Not all personal requests are able to be met, however if you
have any concerns please direct these to myself, Cath Daignault, DP, or Janine Ramsay, AP. 

Carpark
Over the past couple of weeks I have received correspondence from some parents around safety issues
when dropping off and picking children up, especially on wet days. We appreciate all concern raised and
assure you there are plans in place to have clearer car park markings painted. There is also a responsibility
for everyone using the car park area to be very vigilant and patient, especially at pick up time in the
afternoon. The work will hopefully happen over the holiday break and we are also clarifying guidelines for
parking on the roadside to ensure clear visibility can be maintained at all times. 

Attendance Management Plan
From the start of 2026 all schools are required to have in place an attendance management plan. The
Government has clear expectations of what constitutes regular attendance and we know that if children
aren't present to learn, achievement and their sense of belonging at school are negatively impacted, thus
affecting their overall wellbeing. Everyday matters! There will be more on this from early next term
including sharing with you our reviewed processes for following up on absences.

Continued below . . . 



Community Consultation
Our surveys will be available again via the HERO app. Thank you to those who have responded, and thank
you in advance to those who can find a few minutes to over the next week or so. We value your
contributions.

End of year reports
These will be made available online from 2.00pm on Friday 12 December via the HERO app. If you have not
downloaded this app we recommend you do so and if you are unsure how to access our school
information, please ring the school for assistance and support. 
The HERO app looks like this (picturd right) and is available for both Android phones 
and iPhones.
To download a copy your child's report please follow the instructions that are on the
 top of the report.

Staff changes
At the end of this year we will be farewelling Miss Hayleigh-Anne Pine from her teacher position in the Toki
Hub. Hayleigh-Anne leaves us to continue her teaching career in the greater Melbourne area. While we are
sad to be losing Hayleighn-Anne as a valued member of our team, we are also excited for her as she
embarks on new adventures. We thank Hayleigh-Anne for her dedication, her positivity and her unwavering
support of the learners and learning she has impacted in such a great way over the past two years. We also
congratulate her for the successful completion of her Provisionally Registered Teacher period which we
will celebrate as a staff in the coming weeks. She will leave St. Patricks as a fully registered teacher!

We also acknowledge and thank Mrs. Sue Forsyth who over the past two years has been a Specialist
Learning Teacher for some of our students. Sue brought many years of invaluable experience to this role
and we have all been fortunate to learn from her. We wish Sue all the very best as she continues her role
within the Church and new endeavours. 

Lastly, our thoughts and prayers have been with Ms. Donna Kiff who very recently lost her dear mum. We
know how special mums are and send strength and love to Donna and her family during this sad time.

The next school newsletter will be our last for 2025. Enjoy the last three weeks with us and we look very
forward to seeing you all at the many end of year events.

Vicki - Principal



As we enter the season of Advent, the beginning of the Church’s liturgical year, we are
reminded that this is a special time of preparation and hope for Catholics around the world. 
For Catholics, Advent is much more than counting down to Christmas — it is a season that
invites us to pause, reflect, and prepare our hearts.

A Season of Hope
The four candles of the Advent wreath help us mark 
the weeks leading up to Christmas. With each candle
we light, the light grows brighter, reminding us that 
hope increases as we draw closer to the celebration 
of Jesus’ birth. Many classes use this time to reflect 
on what they are hopeful for and how they can bring 
hope to others.

Preparing Our Hearts
Advent encourages us to “make room” for Jesus in our 
daily lives. Students and families often take part in 
simple acts of kindness—helping a friend, donating food or gifts, or showing patience and
compassion. Many parishes also offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent to help
people prepare spiritually for Christmas.

Remembering the Nativity
Throughout Advent, our Scripture readings and classroom discussions help us remember the
story of Mary, Joseph, and the journey to Bethlehem. Students may take part in nativity plays,
prayer services, and reflections that bring the Christmas story to life and remind us of God’s
great love shown through the birth of Jesus.

Living With Christ Today
Advent also reminds us that Jesus is with us now — through prayer, through the people who
care for us, and in the moments when we choose kindness and justice. Many schools support
service projects at this time of year, helping children understand that caring for others is one
way to welcome Jesus into our world.
Looking Forward With Faith

The early weeks of Advent focus on being ready and staying awake for Christ’s return. This
doesn’t mean waiting in fear, but living with purpose, responsibility, and love. Students learn
that every good choice—big or small—helps to build a world filled with peace and goodness.

The Importance of Advent for Catholics



Monday 24 - Friday 28  November - Book Weekth

Friday 28  November - Book Week Dress Up Dayth

Thursday 27  November - Boys Super Smash Cricketth

Sunday 30  November - 9am School Massth

Tuesday 9  December - 2pm Nativity Playth

Thursday 11  November - Y8 Leavers Dinner (Time TBC)th

Thursday 4  December - 1.15pm Franciscan College Concert in Churchth

Friday 12  December - Reports Available from 2pm on Heroth

Monday 15  December - 2pm Leavers liturgyth

Tuesday 16  - 5.30pm Prizegivingth

Wednesday 17  December - School Finishes Middayth

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events



ATHLETICS DAY
We were recently blessed with fabulous weather for our Athletics Day. Students had a
great day participating and pushing themselves to achieve some great results.
Certificates have been printed and we will take time to acknowledge our winners and place
getters soon including those that represented and placed at the Interschools comeptition
as well.
Well done everyone, you’re all winners in our eyes!



SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB

A friendly reminder online orders close
tomorrow, Friday 28 November at 1pm.
Some great ideas for Christmas presents.

Every purchase you make on Book Club
earns our school 15% of the order value
in Scholastic Rewards? We use these to
purchase more books and educational
resources for the school. It all helps!

FRIDGE MAGNETS

Looking for another great idea for a
Christmas gift, stocking stuffer or
secret santa gift?
How about a St Patrick’s School fridge
magnet, only $3!
Available to purchase from the school
office, just ask Kylee!



WANTED - HOUSE TO RENT

We (school family) are looking for a long-term rental house with 3-
4 bedrooms for two adults and two kids (6 and 4 years old), ideally
in Nukuhau or Rangatira Park, but any other area is fine. We don't
have pets.
Please call Maria 027 353 9425 if you know of anything available.
Many thanks!








