
Thursday 24 July

Nau mai, haere mai – Welcome to Term 3!

A special welcome to all the new whānau who have joined our school this term. I hope you have all had a
lovely break. We’ve been blessed with beautiful days this week, even if a little chilly!

Grandparents Day
This is an opportunity for our students to celebrate the older people in their lives. This could be
grandparents but equally a special adult that fills that role in their lives. Parents are more than welcome
to join us too. It is a relaxed opportunity to hang out, share some of their school life and have some time
together.

Staff Professional Development
Next Friday, 1st August, the school will be closed for a Staff Only Day. On this day, 
staff will continue their professional learning with a focus on the new Mathematics 
curriculum. This is a Ministry of Education-mandated day.
Staff are also continuing their focus on Literacy. They have been learning about 
Self-Regulated Strategy Development (SRSD) for writing instruction. With SRSD, 
teachers empower students with proven, easy-to-follow writing strategies, going 
beyond traditional writing instruction to achieve significantly better outcomes. By developing both
writing skills and self-regulation, students learn to take ownership of their writing — gaining the
confidence and independence to plan, organize, draft, and refine their work.

Active Tamariki
We’ve had a lot of active tamariki already this term! The Ski Club had a stunning day for their first outing
on Monday. A huge thank you to Charlene Ede for organising this for our whānau.

It’s been lovely to see our students running around the school, preparing for our school cross country.
 
Continued . . . 



 . . . Our junior students have also been developing their biking skills with Bike Taupō, and will begin
swimming lessons from Week 5.

Our winter sports codes are still continuing, with students involved in practices throughout the week.
Thank you to all the whānau who support our students with their sport. A gentle reminder to our
supporters to uphold our school values — please be supportive and encouraging so our tamariki have
fun while learning new skills.

Matariki Planting
Last week, tamariki, kaiako and whanau from Room 2,9 and 10 braved the cold and went to Mt. Tauhara
to plant trees.  
This is part of a 10-year project that is focusing on restoring native vegetation on and around Mt
Tauhara, creating a "korowai" (cloak) of native plants and improving biodiversity. What a wonderful
opportunity for our school to once again be part of this Kids Greening Taupō project. A big thank you
to all the parents who came and supported us.

Ngā mihi nui
Cath Daignault and staff

ATTENDANCE, ACHIEVEMENT AND ASSESSMENT
Working together to improve student attendance

Achievement, attendance and learning support are priority areas, with Government targets set
for attendance and achievement.

In Term 1 of 2025, 65.9 percent of students attended school regularly, an increase of 4.5
percentage points from 61.4 percent in Term 1 of 2024. This gain is a result of the sustained focus
and efforts you have made to support students to attend school, and to attend regularly.

If you have any concerns in regards to your child’s attendance please do not hesitate to reach
out. In the meantime, for any absence continue to send absentee messages via the Hero app,
email the school directly, office@stpatstaupo.school.nz or phone 378 0205 / 027 756 4498.



Friday 25  July - Grandparents Day Massth

Thursday 31  July - Skiing Club Day #2st

Friday 1  August - TEACHER ONLY DAY (SCHOOL CLOSED)st

Tuesday 5  August - Pikorua / Toki Hub Cross Countryth

Wednesday 6  August - Koru Hub Cross Countryth

Monday 11  August - Friday 22  August - Pikorua Hub School Swimmingth nd

Monday 11  August - Skiing Club Day #3th

Friday 15  August - Y8 Taupo-nui-a-Tia College Visitth

Thursday 21  August - BOT Meetingst

Thursday 21  August - Y8 Tauhara College Visitst

Tuesday 26  August - Interschool Cross Countryth

Tuesday 9  September - Friday 12  September - Tuwharetoa Festivalth th

Sunday 14  September - FAMILY MASS, ALL EXPECTED TO ATTENDth

Monday 15  September - Y 5/6 Rippa Rugby Tournamentth

Tuesday 16  September - Y 7/8  Rippa Rugby Festivalth

Thursday 18   September - Big Music Dayth

Thursday 18  September - BOT Meetingth

Friday 19  September - Term 3 Endsth

Term 3Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

KORU HUB CROSS COUNTRY
INVITATION

The Koru Hub (Rooms 2, 3, 4 and 5)
cross country is being held on
Wednesday, 6  August at 2pm.th

Parents are very welcome to come and
watch.



MATARIKI PLANTING DAY
Rooms 2, 9 and 10 recently took part in the Matariki planting day at the base of Mount Tauhara. This
was run by Kids Greening Taupo with support from Ngati Tuwharetoa. St Patrick's contributed 800
trees to this event because of our involvement in the 'Trees for Survival' programme.
A big thank you to the parents/grandparents who helped with supervision to make this a wonderful
learning experience for the children.

At our school assembly yesterday, we celebrated the
incredible fundraising efforts of our students for
Jumping June. Together, they raised an impressive
$8,451 for the Heart Foundation. A special
congratulations goes to Reign and Leo, who each
raised over $1,000 — an outstanding example of Faith
in Action!

effort!effort!AwesomeAwesome





DETERM
INATION!

T‌h‌i‌s‌ ‌t‌e‌r‌m‌s‌ ‌fo‌c‌u‌s‌

Welcome back, it's great to see our children showing our school motto of Faith in Action.
 Each Hub will be  focusing on the following . . . 

JUNIOR "Keep Trying with God's Help"
 What Determination Looks Like:

Not giving up when a task is hard (e.g., learning to read or tie shoes).
Asking for help from God, parents, or teachers.
Being brave, even when they’re nervous or unsure.
Choosing to be kind, even if others are not.

 Bible Inspiration:
Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.”
Joshua 1:9 – “Be strong and brave… the Lord your God is with you.”

MIDDLE "Keep Doing What’s Right, Even When It’s Hard"
 What Determination Looks Like:

Sticking with a challenge, like a tricky Math problem or practicing a sport or instrument.
Choosing to do the right thing, even when others don’t.
Being patient when things don’t happen quickly.
Trusting God in their daily choices and actions.

 Bible Inspiration:
Galatians 6:9 – “Let us not grow tired of doing good… if we don’t give up.”
Romans 12:12 – “Be joyful in hope, patient in trouble, faithful in prayer.”

SENIOR "Persevering with Purpose and Faith"
 What Determination Looks Like:

Setting personal or faith goals and working toward them, even through failure.
Overcoming discouragement, learning from mistakes, and trying again.
Keeping their faith during tough times and asking big questions.
Committing to values like justice, honesty, and forgiveness, even when unpopular.

Bible Inspiration:
Hebrews 12:1–2 – “Run with perseverance the race set before us.”
James 1:12 – “Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial… they will receive the crown of life.”



St. Joachim and St. Anne are the parents of
Mary and grandparents of Jesus.  We
honour them and all grandparents this
coming Grandparents day.
The grandparents of Jesus are important
because they represent the lineage of
Christ and the role of family in God's plan
of salvation. They are recognized in
Christian tradition as the source of Mary's
upbringing and virtues that prepared her to
be the mother of Jesus. Their lives also
offer examples of faithfulness,
perseverance, and the importance of
grandparents in the lives of their
grandchildren.   

Hub Masses this term
Senior Hub - Friday 22nd Aug
Middle Hub - Friday 29th Aug
Junior Hub - Friday 5th Sep

Liturgy Dates
Liturgy is on Mondays at 2.30pm, followed by school singing.  You are all welcome to join us in the
church.  This term children will be presenting Liturgy with their buddy class.
Monday 21st July Rm 6 and 10
Monday 28th July Rm 3 and 12
Monday 4th August Rm 4/5 and 8

Upcoming events this termUpcoming events this termUpcoming events this term‌‌‌

Congratulations to
those students that
received certificates
yesterday at assembly
for showing our school
values. (left)

Father Danny visiting
Room 10. (right)





St Patrick’s School Taupo - Flyers available from office

FINAL DAYS



HOUSE TO RENT
4 Hatopatariki Lane, Nukuhau, Taupo
(Behind St Patricks Catholic School)

Available from Saturday 16 th August 2025

$680 Per week

3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Double garage, Internal
access,

Outdoor covered patio, Easy care lawns & gardens,
Sunny and warm, Heat pump, Off street parking,

Quiet street

Contact Owner:
Fiona Withers Mobile: 0274999701

Email: fionawithers@xtra.co.nz
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