
          
 
 

 
 

Vision: 
Learning and Growing Togther 

Ako Tahi me te Tipu Tahi 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

To inspire curiosity, creative thinking and a love of learning in a safe, respectful 
and sustainable environment where diversity and individual success are valued. 

 
 

School Values: 
Be Respectful & Responsilbel, Be Driven & Determined, Be Curious & 

Courageous 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poipoia te kākano kia puawai 
Nurture the seed and it will blossom 

 
 

Website:  www.ngutunui.school.nz 
Office email: office@ ngutunui.school.nz 

Phone:     07 8719426 

 

http://www.ngutunui.school.nz/
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Welcome to  
Ngutunui Enviro School 

 
 

Staff: 
Principal  Sharyn Gibbens           principal@ngutunui.school.nz 
 
Teachers  Jess Lorimer    Y1 - 2      jesslorimer@ngutunui.school.nz 

   Briar Gilbert      Y3 - 5       briargilbert@ngutunui.school.nz 
   Chelsea Dove  Y5 - 8     chelsead@ngutunui.school.nz 
 
Office Manager Sam Gibbens         office@ ngutunui.school.nz 
 
 
 
 

Board of Trustees: 
 
Ngutunui Enviro School is fortunate to have dedicated and hardworking community 
members on the School Board.  The Board meets twice a term to discuss, review and plan 
governance-related issues. School Board meetings are open meetings and parents are 
invited to attend. 
 
Board meeting minutes are available to view in the School Office. 
 
Presiding Member   Neven Harland 
Board Members   Charlotte Beaumont-Bell 
     Lucy Fitzgerald 
     Richaline Korokiae  
Staff Representative  Jess Lorimer 
Principal    Sharyn Gibbens 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:briargilbert@ngutunui.school.nz
mailto:chelsead@ngutunui.school.nz
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School Hours:    
Learning Block 1  9.00 am    
Morning Interval                11 am-11:30 
Learning Block 2   11:30-12:40   
Lunch              12.40 – 1.30 pm   
Learning Block 3             1:30- 3.00 pm  
 
Term Dates 2025: 
Term 1   3 Feb to 11th April 
Term 2   28th April to 27th June 
Term 3   14th July to 19th September 
Term 4   6th October to 15th December 
 
 
 

Absences: 
If your child is absent for any reason the school must be contacted by phone or the Skoo  
Loop app by 8.50 am.  
Parents/Caregivers of students who are not at school when the roll is taken will be 
contacted to ascertain their child’s whereabouts and welfare. 
 
          
School Uniform: 
 
School tee available at the school office for $45  
To be worn with black shorts or track pant 
 
 
School Communication 
 
Please sign up to Skool Loop for school communication (free app) 
Choose Ngutunui School once installed. Select your child's room for notices to 
be received and the whole school. 
Ensure alerts are ON so you will get a notification when a new notice is added 
 
Join the school's Facebook page: Ngutunui Enviro School. This is 
 where we celebrate our learning and achievements at Ngutunui School 
 
Download the Dojo app, which is used for classroom  
communication from teachers about your child's learning 
The classroom teacher will send an invite  (ask you, classroom teacher, if you 
need support with this). 
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Ngutunui Fundraising: 
 
Fundraising plays an integral role in ensuring our students get to participate in EOTC, 
receive the best resources and have magnificent grounds and equipment. 
Our fundraising group “Friends of the School” would love to hear your voice in fundraisin  
opportunities and grow a supportive team that can keep fundraising opportunities rolling. 
Please get in touch if you can help our team and if you can help in any of the upcoming 
fundraising activities. 
 
School Lunches: 
Healthy lunches are promoted, please ensure some fruit is available for healthy snack 
breaks. All rubbish will come home in lunch boxes. 
Every Wednesday we offer heat-up Wednesdays for children during Term 2 & 3. Students 
can bring a pie, tootsie etc wrapped in tin foil and named to be placed in the pie warmer 
for a warm lunch at 1:15 pm.  
 
School Newsletter: 
The School newsletter is published in weeks 3, 6 and end of the term. These will be 
available on the Skool Loop App, the school website and Facebook page.  
The Community Newsletter is published once a term and sent out to the school families 
and broader community at the end of each term. 
 
School Assemblies/ Learning Showcase: 
We hold our Learning Showcases on Monday mornings weeks 3,6 & 10 at 9 am. Parents  
caregivers and the community are welcome to join us at 8:30 am onwards for a coffee 
and a chance to catch up before assembly. 
 
School Bus:  
You can discuss your eligibility for the School Bus with our Office Manager Sam Gibbens  
Children who use the bus, and their parents/caregivers, must sign a bus safety code of 
conduct. 
Ineligible bus students will need to pay a fee to the Te Awamutu Bus Cluster (through the 
school) of $100 per term, this will need to be paid termly before being able to use the 
service. 
 
School Library: 
We have a school library and issue books twice a week when the library is open for issue  
Books are very expensive to replace or repair so every care is needed to ensure they sta  
in good condition.  The children are to take library books home in their book bags to keep 
them protected and will be due back the following week.  
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Reporting to Parents: 
We hold parent-teacher learning conferences in Term 1 every year to discuss the students' beginning-of-
the-year achievements and goals going forward.  Written reports are sent home at the end of Terms 2 & 
4 to celebrate student progress. Parents are encouraged at any time to contact the class teacher instead 
of waiting for the formal interview time if they would like to discuss their child's learning and behaviour.  
 
Behaviour Management:  
Ngutunui Enviro School recognises that children and teachers have a right to enjoy their 
days at school in a safe, nurturing learning environment.  We set a Positive Culture for  
Learning, and have high expectations of children's behaviour to ensure that all children 
feel safe and happy in our environment. If you would like to understand more about our 
Behaviour policies and plans please see our School Docs Policies and Procedures. 
 
Technology in the classrooms: 
We are committed to providing high-quality learning programmes for our children.  All 
classes are equipped with Chrome books or iPads for online learning and ultra-fast 
broadband.  
We have security when online through N4L and also Hapara to ensure that our students 
are always safe when accessing online learning. 
 
Swimming Pool: 
 
Our swimming season is from December to late March (weather 
permitting). All children are required to attend swim -safe 
lessons at school as part of our Physical Education Programme.  
Pool keys are available to school families and community 
members. 
 
Inter-School Sporting Events & Education Outside the Classroom: 
The children participate in many sporting and outdoor education events during the year 
including Swimming Sports, Cross Country, Athletics Day, school trips and a School Cam  
every alternate year.  We are dedicated to ensuring our students receive opportunities 
and experiences throughout the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

Enviro School: 
We are an Enviro School and the students are learning and developing 
skills to create a sustainable environmentally friendly environment. We 
have opportunities fortnightly for the students to be learning outside 
of the classroom on local farm environments learning about pest 
control, planting, and creating environmentally friendly farms.  
We are learning alongside Pare Kore and learning the Māori 
perspectives within our learning journey. 
 

Te Reo me Tikanga Māori: 
Te Reo and Tikanga Maori are part of our teaching and 
learning programmes. W e are working to ensure that te 
reo Māori is integrated into the learning day and that 
students feel a sense of pride in their use of te reo Māori.  
We have an active Kapa Haka group that performs at 
school events and inter-school festivals. 
  

Agricultural Day: 
 

This is held every year at the beginning of Term 4.  The children are encouraged  
to participate and can have a calf, lamb or kid.  They also have the  
opportunity to attend Group Day  
which we host every three years 
 
Y7&8 Technology / Arts: 
Our Tech Arts provider is Pirongia School. All Year 7 and 8 students can attend from 11.00 
am until 3.00 pm each Thursday during Terms 2, 3 and 4. Students learn hard and soft 
materials (woodwork/sewing), Food Technology (cooking) as well as Music, Visual Art, 
Dance and Drama.  
A donation from families of a $40 contribution towards the programme will be asked for, 
supporting the costs of materials and transportation for the Tech Arts programme. 
 
Senior Leadership 
Our senior students are involved in several leadership opportunities over their Y6-8 years 
at Ngutunui School. These include but are not limited to: 

● Thrive Mentoring 
● Tech Arts 
● The William Pky Challenge - our leaders will step outside of their comfort 

zone with a multi-faceted programme that includes: skilling up to explore the 
great outdoors, discovering new skills and passions, and learning first hand 
how to contribute to community service projects 
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● Trap.nz School Training Programme for those interested in the skills to 
protect our local environment 

● Tough Guy Gal Challenge 
● National Young Leaders Conference 
● Rangimarie Bush Camp 
● Science Roadshow 
● The Amazing Race 

There are also many opportunities throughout the year that the students get to 
participate in: 

● Enviro Squad 
● School Camp 
● Garden to Table 
● Kapahaka 
● Swim safe programme 
● Lions Reach Awards - Rocak climbing 
● Inter-school sporting events 
● Agricultural Day 
● Production or showcase 

 
Breakfast Club: 
We offer breakfast to any child at our school; Weetabix, & milk.  Even if your child has had 
breakfast at home and feels they need a top-up this is fine.  
 
Medication: 
The school keeps a file of those pupils who have special medical needs, and we ask par  
to keep us informed of any changes.  If medication is required at school please send it 
along clearly named with instructions and sign the medication form at the school office. 
 
Dental Clinic: 
The Mobile Dental unit is available to families at a local school during the year. Please call 
0800 TALK TEETH to make an appointment. 
 
 
Sun Safety:  
We are a Sun Smart accredited school. As part of our sun-safe practices, the 
students are required to wear a school sunhat during terms 1 and 4.   
 
 
Lost Property: 
Please name all your child’s clothing so it can be easily returned.  Any leftover clothing 
that is not claimed is given away to charity at the end of each term. 
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Our Values: 
 
In 2025 we have revamped our school values. These values drive our learner agency 
programmes within our classrooms and support our learners to thrive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are respectful and responsible, understanding that our actions and words 
shape our community and take responsibility for our own learning and actions.  

We are driven and determined, knowing that success is not about where we 
start but how much effort we put in.  

We are curious and courageous, never afraid to ask questions, take risks, and 
challenge ourselves to grow. 
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