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2026 Course Information 
KingsGate School Year 12  

 
The courses outlined in this document are for our KingsGate School 2026 Year 12 

aakonga|students. Whaanau and aakonga|students should not fear making wrong option 

choices. We serve a big God who can turn all things into good (Romans 8:28). He can open 

and close doors concerning your future. If He has destined us to do something and we are 

walking close to Him, then He will make it happen (Revelation 3:7) 

 

As a state-integrated school, KingsGate follows the New Zealand National Curriculum, just 

like other state schools, but we can incorporate our special character into our teaching. For 

example, as a non-denominational Christian school, we teach the same core subjects as 

other state schools and also include religious education, applying a Christian lens across all 

areas of learning. 

 

Our Christian faith defines our special character, which is protected by law and upheld by our 

board and proprietor. KingsGate School is a non-denominational, state-integrated school. 

Non-denominational means that key core statements of faith are upheld, and all peripheral 

denominational theology is respected and discussed. 

 

At KingsGate School, there are two New Zealand qualifications that aakonga|students can 

follow in Year 12. They are NCEA or NZCFS Level One. 

 

The NATIONAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT (NCEA) is New Zealand’s 

main secondary level qualification. At KingsGate, Year 12 aakonga|students can complete 

their study in NCEA Level One or begin NCEA Level Two. At KingsGate School, 

aakonga|students can study academic NCEA subjects, with students encouraged to maintain 

a subject range that will prepare them for NCEA Level Two and Three core subjects. NCEA 

Level Two provides students with the opportunity to earn 80 credits towards NCEA 2 

1st  edition: 2025 



 

Certification and individual subject course endorsement. NCEA Level 2 certificate and content 

will prepare students for both academic and vocational Pathways found in Industry, Trades 

and Tertiary Study.  

 

In Year 12, students can continue their NEW ZEALAND CERTIFICATE IN FOUNDATION SKILLS 

1 (NZCFS). NZCFS supports aakonga|students who prefer a practical, hands-on style of 

learning. This course works well for aakonga|students working at NZ Curriculum levels 3 to 5. 

They may find traditional academic classroom learning challenging. They may have gaps in 

literacy or numeracy, want a fresh start to re-engage with school, or would benefit from 

further preparation for NCEA 2-3 study. 

 

Through the NZQA-approved SPEC program, KingsGate School aakonga|students will build 

focused skills, capabilities, knowledge and attributes needed for life, work and further study. 

The course aims to develop a positive mindset to learning, improve self-confidence, 

self-management, and motivation while providing the opportunity to earn 60 credits towards 

the NZCFS Level 1. The purpose of this qualification is to provide aakonga|students with a 

positive, holistic education experience that is part of the NZQA Qualification Framework and 

allows movement across to NCEA. It is a nationally recognised and recorded on the student’s 

NZQA Record of Learning. Students as part of this pathway will also participate in Year 12 

NCEA subject courses and can step into NCEA 2  assessment if or when they have the 

confidence.  

 

The MIT Trades Academy provides options aakonga|students looking to get hands-on 

experience and explore future career pathways while still at school. The MIT Trades Academy 

is a fantastic opportunity for Year 12 students to step into the world of trades, technology, and 

industry. Courses run one or two days per week on Thursday and Friday. Students can gain 

NCEA Level 2 credits while learning practical skills in a real training environment. These Level 

2 courses lead to Level 3, with the possibility of Tertiary Study at MIT and other Tertiary 

providers. 
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At MIT, aakonga|students will be taught by industry-experienced tutors in purpose-built 

facilities at TechPark (Manukau) and Ōtara Campuses.  

ALL COURSES LISTED IN THIS BOOKLET ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

●​ Some courses may not run due to insufficient numbers or staffing requirements. 

●​ It is only sometimes possible to accommodate every combination of subjects. We will 

work hard to minimise the number of clashes, but occasionally, they do occur.   

●​ Entry into any course is subject to approval by the Principal’s Nominee and HOH, and 

the combination of assessments and topics is confirmed by senior high school 

leadership. 

●​ The information in this booklet is as up-to-date as possible. It may change due to 

staffing availability and the NZ Curriculum Refresh.   

●​ The student should meet the necessary recommendations to enrol in a course. 

●​ Course information only indicates the topics that may be covered. Course teachers will 

provide final details at the beginning of Term One. 

●​ Student demand and staffing may change the mode of instruction and assessment 

provider. 

●​ Students will be invoiced throughout each school year for take home course related 

costs. Some courses have substantial costs for equipment, field trips and resources. All 

Year 11 - 13 subjects will have ‘take home course related costs’. 

●​ Cost should not be a barrier for any student to take a course. It is essential that if 

finance is a restriction, the Head of High School is contacted promptly to provide 

information on available support and sponsorship.  
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2026 KingsGate NZCFS Level 1 
COMPULSORY YEAR 12 COURSES 

    ☑ English or Work and Study Skills Industry Pathways  

    ☑ Faith & Life 

COMPULSORY NZCFS 1 COURSES 

    ☑ SPEC Level 1: Specific Preparation for Employment and Citizenship  
  8 core tasks focused on self-management, communication, and goal setting 

    ☑ GPO Tracking Record: Evidence of Graduate Profile Outcomes   
   self-management, literacy/numeracy, goal reflection, and working with others 

SELECT TWO NZCFS 1 MODULES 
- aakonga | students choose two of these modules to complete -  

 

​ Arts & Crafts 

​ Behind the Wheel 

​ Career Choice 

​ Cooking Crazy 

​ Dance & Drama 

​ DIY (Do it Yourself) 

​ Equestrian 

Excellence 

​ Extreme Sports 

​ Fashion Trends 

​ Fishing 

​ Flatting 

​ Gourmet Garden 

​ History Highs 

​ Hospitality 

​ ICT 

​ Individual Sports 

​ Job Search 

​ Making Music 

​ Māori Aotearoa 

​ Numbers at Work 

​ NZ Land-Based 

Industries 

​ Personal Finance 

​ Polynesian Culture 

​ Surfing 

​ Taking a Trip 

​ Team Sports 

​ Teenage Decisions 

​ Working with Wood 

​ World of Words 
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2026 KingsGate NCEA Level 2 
COMPULSORY YEAR 12 COURSES 

     ☑ English 

     ☑ Faith & Life 

SELECT FOUR OPTIONS 

CLASS-BASED TEACHER COURSES 
SPECIALIST SUBJECT TRAINED & QUALIFIED TEACHERS 

​Biology 

​Chemistry 

​Commerce  

​Health & Wellbeing: Child to Youth 

​Mathematics - Calculus|Statistics 

​Physics 

CLASS-BASED eCOURSES 
SPECIALIST SUBJECT TRAINED & QUALIFIED eTUTOR TEACHERS 

​Art History & Classics 

​Computing eSkills 

​EarthGeo Science 

​Home and Nutrition 

​Legal Studies  

​Social Sciences 

​Work, Study, Industry Pathways  
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ALTERNATIVE COURSE OPTIONS 
- aakonga|students choosing an alternative option must meet the course requirements - 

- aakonga|students will meet with the HOH/PN to discuss an independent learning pathway - 

TE KURA DISTANCE eLEARNING 

​Accounting 

​Design 

​Design Visual Communication 

​Digital Technology 

​Kaupapa Maaori  

​LANGUAGES: German, French, Japanese, Samoan, Spanish, Te Reo Maaori 

​Performing Arts - Dance | Music 

​Photography 

​Primary Production: Agriculture|Horticulture Science 

MIT TRADES ACADEMY  
 

 

​Automotive 

​Barbering 

​Building (Full Year) 

​Building and Landscaping  

​Carpentry (Half Year) 

​Electrical (Half Year) 

​Engineering (Half Year) 

​Hairdressing  

​Hospitality  

​Life Skills for Assisted Learners 

​Tourism  
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GATEWAY 
 

Gateway is a school-based transition program designed to prepare students for their next 

steps after Year 12. It is for aakonga who want to gain the skills, experiences, and confidence 

needed for life beyond school, like apprenticeships or employment. The program combines 

academic preparation with practical opportunities, including workplace learning, career 

planning, interview skills, and personal development.  

    Its goal is to help aakonga “open the gateway” related to their future by building 

independence, resilience and clarity about their pathway choices. Aakonga work through a 

Gateway program and spend time “at work” in a career area they are interested in. Structured 

around work-based learning, Gateway allows aakonga to learn and work while still at school.  

    Ranging in length of time, STAR courses offer aakonga access to short tertiary polytechnic 

or private training provider courses, either to explore an area of interest,e.g. Barista, or provide 

an introduction to training for a particular trade or skill, and find out more about a particular 

tertiary course, e.g. Hospitality.                                                  

    The Gateway programme is a structured, work-based learning programme in a vocational 

pathway of choice. The Gateway co-ordinator works with each aakonga to develop an 

individual Gateway learning plan related to their particular workplace and industry. 

    Aakonga are supported in arranging and completing regular and ongoing work 

placements. During the work placement, aakonga will receive on-the-job training from their 

workplace supervisor. 
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ENGLISH 
Type of Course Compulsory Full Year  
Mode of Instruction Class-Based, 
KingsGate teacher 
Assessment Provider KingsGate School 

Recommended Prior Learning NCEA 1 English or 
equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement or Unit Standards  
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 English, University Entrance literacy credits - 
5 reading and 5 writing. 

Course Statement 
English is one of the three official languages of Aotearoa, New Zealand. English is essential for 
full participation in our personal, local, national and global communities. The study of English 
supports aakonga in extending their competency in language use across various contexts, 
including tertiary study and the workplace. Aakonga develop a sense of their identity as New 
Zealanders and explore their heritage by studying novels, films, short stories, and shorter texts 
from Aotearoa, New Zealand, the wider Pacific region, and worldwide.  
Aakonga also develop critical thinking skills, which enable them to evaluate and challenge the 
thinking of others as well as contribute to critical global debates. They will also practise 
creating oral, written, and visual texts. Aakonga are encouraged to be curious and explore 
their understanding of identity, the world, belonging, and connection. In doing so, they explore 
a wide range of perspectives and draw upon different bodies of knowledge. This helps 
aakonga learn in other contexts and makes them lifelong learners.   

What will I learn? 
NCEA Level 2 English focuses on aakonga developing an increasingly sophisticated 
understanding of purpose, audience, ideas, language and structure. Areas of study include: 
- analysing familiar and unfamiliar texts 
- making connections across texts 
- developing personal responses and conclusions to read, visual and oral texts 
- creating written, verbal and oral texts 
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FAITH & LIFE 
Type of Course Compulsory Full Year  
Mode of Instruction Class-Based, KingsGate teacher 
Assessment Provider KingsGate School 

Recommended Prior Learning none 
This course offers assessment with 
Achievement or Unit Standards  

At KingsGate, this course fosters a deeper understanding of personal Christian faith and 
encourages discussion of Christian thought, as well as the application of learning to everyday 
life. Year 13, Faith & Life. NCEA Level 3 Religious Studies, Classical Studies and Art History  

Course Statement 
Faith and Life fosters a deeper understanding of the Christian faith and ethical principles in 
everyday life, providing aakonga with the tools to integrate Christian values into their personal 
and community experiences. It incorporates KingsGate’s Christian Formation curriculum and 
NCEA achievement standards, which are focused on understanding and analysing from an 
academic perspective. Christian Living emphasises spiritual growth, character development, 
and practical application of biblical teachings. This subject encourages aakonga to explore 
how Christian beliefs can guide decision-making, relationships, and personal development, 
creating a well-rounded foundation for living out one's faith beyond the classroom. It also 
explores religious beliefs, traditions, and practices while offering assessment opportunities.  

What will I learn? 
- Christian living, learning, and building an understanding of a non-denominational Biblical 
worldview. 
- Christian disciplines, lifestyle choices, apologetics, narratives, and ethics. 
- Biblical worldview responses to non-Biblical worldview beliefs and religions, including 
ethics, morals, and philosophy 
- The development of significant Biblical themes 
- Change in Christian practices, art and rituals 
- Christian ethical principles, resulting in social action and how they benefit communities and 
can be personally involved.  
- Biblical worldview response to addressing conflict that arises from different cultural beliefs 
and ideas  
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BIOLOGY 
Type of Course Full Year  
Mode of Instruction Class-Based, 
KingsGate teacher 
Assessment Provider KingsGate 
School 

Recommended Prior Learning NCEA 1 Science, 
Biology or equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Biology. 

Course Statement 
Biology is at the centre of all life. Applied through a Christian lens, aakonga will explore the 
living world, its ecology, plant and animal life processes, adaptation, evolution, and 
relationships between biology and technology.  
Through this study, aakonga gain an understanding of themselves, the world, and how 
organisms survive and live together. They also develop essential scientific knowledge, 
methods and techniques. From here, aakonga can analyse scientific information effectively 
and discuss the wide range of implications science has on our world, including medical and 
environmental issues.  
Biology is a broad and important subject, relevant to various careers and areas, including 
health, forestry, and zoology.  Not only is this course highly relevant, it is essential preparation 
for both the Level 3 Biology course and for aakonga intending to enter tertiary studies in 
nursing, medicine, veterinary or similar fields. 

What will I learn? 
This NCEA Level 2 course offers aakonga the opportunity to explore and study topics such as: 
- ecology 
- genetics and gene expression 
- cell structure and processes  
- analysing the increasing complexity of biological information that is presented to the public 
- practical investigation 
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CHEMISTRY 
Type of Course Full Year  
Mode of Instruction Class-Based, 
KingsGate teacher 
Assessment Provider KingsGate 
School 

Recommended Prior Learning NCEA 1 Science, 
Chemistry or equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Chemistry 

Course Statement 
People have always been fascinated by the world around them, and chemistry is the study of 
the substances that make up the universe. From the time people worked out how to create 
fire, chemistry has been at the forefront of exciting discoveries, such as the structure of DNA 
and the use of semiconductors in electronics. Chemistry examines  the behaviour of 
substances, the changes they undergo to create new ones, and the reactions between them. 
Yet it is more than what happens at a micro level; it is about what makes us, our materials and 
everything around us. Aakonga learn the essential skills and knowledge needed to analyse 
scientific information, conduct experiments and research. Chemistry is essential for careers in 
a wide range of areas, including medicine, pharmacy, engineering, environmental science, 
horticulture and food technology. 

What will I learn? 
This course further develops some of the chemistry topics introduced in NCEA Level 1 
Science and investigates: 
- general scientific nature and problems 
- oxidation and reduction, and the various reactions that chemical substances undergo 
- the use of formulae and equations and the application of mathematics  
- practical work 
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COMMERCE 
Type of Course Full Year 
Mode of Instruction Class-Based, 
KingsGate teacher, eTeaching 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 

Recommended Prior Learning NCEA 1 Commerce or 
equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Economics, Accounting.  

Course Statement 
NCEA 2 Commerce consolidates key concepts found in Business Studies and Economics. In 
this subject, aakonga build their knowledge, skills, and values around how people use 
resources and the roles that individuals play in the economy, economic events and 
decision-making. It considers how individuals and groups organise, plan and act to produce 
goods and services to satisfy customers. 
The interactions between producers, consumers, and governments affect society, and 
Commerce encourages aakonga to think critically and independently about business, 
economic and social issues. This subject leads to careers in a range of fields, including social 
policy, planning, business and financial management. 

What will I learn? 
- define, explore, measure economic growth, unemployment, trade and inflation and analyse 
the causes and effects. 
- economic events and trends, the role of the government in the economy and government 
policies 
- economies, impacts of the economy on society 
- business formation, function, management, environment and people 
- business features, problems, recommendations and solutions 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING: Child to Youth 
Type of Course Full Year 
Mode of Instruction Class-Based, 
KingsGate teacher, eTeaching 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 

Recommended Prior Learning NCEA 1 Health, 
Wellbeing or equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement and Unit Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to Early Childhood, Youth Work, NCEA Level 3 Health, and/or 
Home Economics Achievement Standards.  

Course Statement 
Applied through a Christian lens, Health and Wellbeing encompasses the subjects Health, 
Home Economics and Childhood. In this course, aakonga will learn about and explore youth 
health, and consider ways to improve stress, manage change and develop resilience. They will 
learn about and gain knowledge about early childhood, child well-being, and community care. 
Aakonga will analyse real NZ issues with data and strategies, and observe how ECE providers 
meet the needs of young children. This course will prepare aakonga for further pathways in 
the health sector and for interacting and understanding a range of age groups and social 
situations.  

What will I learn? 
- Skills and strategies to evaluate and apply concepts for change and stress, mental health 
and well-being, resilience 
- Understanding of adolescent health issues to make clear connections between influences, 
consequences, strategies and skills. In past years, the external standards have focused on 
sexual health, relationships, body image, binge drinking, drug use, stress management and 
the impact of social media. 
- Explore the developmental needs of preschool children in relation to children’s wellbeing, 
physical and intellectual needs, and social and emotional development. Research NZ law, 
policies and rights of children. Observe practices of Early Childhood Education providers and 
how they meet the needs of a child and enhance their well-being. 
- Health issues, practices and services for young children. Communicable diseases, health and 
wellbeing, hygiene, immunisation and community health services. 
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MATHEMATICS  
CALCULUS & STATISTICS 

Type of Course Full Year  
Mode of Instruction Class-Based, 
KingsGate teacher 
Assessment Provider KingsGate 
School 

Recommended Prior Learning NCEA 1 Mathematics 
or equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement or Unit Standards  
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Mathematics, Statistics and Calculus. 

Course Statement 
Mathematics is more than just numbers. It explores and uses patterns and relationships in 
quantities, space and time. Statistics focuses on patterns and relationships in data. Aakonga 
are equipped with powerful communication and problem-solving tools for investigating, 
interpreting and making sense of the world.  
Using symbols, graphs, and diagrams to investigate patterns and relationships, aakonga 
model real-life and hypothetical situations in various contexts: social, cultural, scientific, 
technological, health, environmental and economic. Mathematics and Statistics develop the 
ability to think creatively, critically, strategically and logically. Aakonga also learn to structure, 
organise, process and communicate information. 

What will I learn? 

NCEA 2 Mathematics and Statistics covers all major areas of mathematics and statistics at 
curriculum level 7. Students will learn the skills necessary for mathematical processes, with a 
focus on algebra, geometry, measurement, probability, and statistics. Course teachers will 
work with students to design a suitable course programme. Level 2 topics include: 

-​ Coordinate Geometry     
-​ Graphical Methods 
-​ Sequences and Series 
-​ Trigonometry 

-​ Networking 
-​ Algebraic Methods 
-​ Calculus Methods 

 

-​ Questionnaire Design 
-​ Statistical Methods 
-​ Probability 
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PHYSICS 
Type of Course Full Year  
Mode of Instruction Class-Based, 
KingsGate teacher  
Assessment Provider KingsGate 
School 

Recommended Prior Learning NCEA 1 Science, Physics, 
or equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Physics  

Course Statement 
Physics is the study of matter and energy that make up the physical world. It offers an insight 
into the fundamental ways the world works scientifically and its relationship with technology. 
This includes topics such as light, sound, heat, movement, forces, atomic physics, as well as 
electricity and magnetism. Aakonga encounter many key scientific ideas and concepts that 
support studies in other science subjects and related areas such as engineering and health 
science. 

What will I learn? 
This course is essential for all aakonga interested in studying sciences, engineering, medicine, 
veterinary science and for those who are interested in careers as pilots, doctors, medical 
laboratories, technicians, electricians, physicists and mechanics. 
Course themes include: 
- mechanics: momentum, energy, force and torque, linear, circular & projectile motion 
- waves: reflection, refraction, lenses 
- electricity: DC, static, electromagnetism 
- atomic and nuclear physics: atoms & radioactivity, nuclear energy 
- practical investigation and research skills 
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ART HISTORY & CLASSICS 
Type of Course Full Year 
Mode of Instruction class-based eCourse; 
Te Kura kaiako & KingsGate eTutor 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course requirement Self-management and 
proven success with eTeaching courses 

Recommended Prior Learning NCEA 1 Social 
Science subjects or equivalent 
- Interest in Art, Social Sciences subjects 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA 3 Classical Studies, Art History, Photography, Design, 
Media Studies and Religious Studies or Social Sciences. 

Course Statement 
Many of Western culture’s roots can be traced back to Ancient Greece and Rome, and French 
Art: Towards Modernism. Classical Studies and Art History examine the lives, beliefs, and 
creations of the people of this era. Much of our literature, language, art and architecture has 
been influenced and developed from these eras. 
The study of Classics and Art History will help develop the observation, analytical, critical and 
research skills needed to compare our modern ways of living with these origins. In doing so, 
we can gain a deeper understanding of the current world and its influences, as well as a 
greater understanding of the ideas and concepts observed in science, mathematics, laws, and 
systems of government. 

What will I learn? 
- ‘Towards Modernism’ French Art: 

-​ Neoclassicism:  David and Ingres;  
-​ Romanticism: Géricault, Delacroix;  
-​ Realism: Daumier, Courbet  
-​ Impressionism: Manet, Monet, Renoir, Degas, Morisot, Cassatt and Post  
-​ Impressionism: Seurat, Gauguin, Van Gogh, Cezanne  

- The social and political life of Ancient Greece and the Roman Empire 
- The relationship between Greek and Maaori Mythology 
- Significant events in the Classical world: the Persian wars and the Death of Julius Caesar 
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COMPUTING eSKILLS 
Type of Course Semester or 
Full Year  
Mode of Instruction 
class-based eCourse; Te 
Kura kaiako & KingsGate 
eTutor 
Assessment Provider Te 
Kura 

Recommended Prior Learning Regular interaction with 
desktop applications 
- Course survey and/or assessment in NCEA 1 Digital 
Technology Unit Standards. 
Course requirement Self-management and proven success 
with eTeaching courses 
Assessment Information 
- NCEA 1 or 2 Unit Standards 

At KingsGate, this full course leads to computing skills for life 

Course Statement 
Aakonga will begin or refine their NCEA 1 computer eSkills and become confident users of 
digital applications. These everyday computer digital technology unit standards cover a broad 
range of desktop applications and programs, and help develop everyday computer eSkills. 

What will I learn? 
NCEA 1 - Foundational practical eSkills for applications like word processing, presentation, 
publishing and spreadsheet. Learning to create clear documents, simple spreadsheets and 
slides, manage files, edit basic images, and staying cyber-safe. Unit Standards include: 
- Produce simple desktop published documents using templates 
- Use computer technology to create and deliver a presentation from given content 
- Produce a spreadsheet from instructions using supplied data 
- Enter prescribed text accurately using keyboarding skills; identify safe ergonomic practices 
- Compose and manage text to produce documents using basic keyboarding and layout skills 
NCEA 2 - Builds on NCEA 1 foundational everyday computing to expand to practical eSkills 
that can be applied in all areas of life. Including spreadsheets, presentations, desktop 
publishing, file management, digital images, basic website creation, and cyber-safe practice. 
-  Use the main features and functions of a spreadsheet application for a purpose 
- Use the main features and functions of a presentation application for a purpose 
- Manage files and folders using digital devices 
- Produce digital images for a range of digital media 
- Use the features and functions of a desktop publishing application to create documents 
- Use the main features of an HTML editor to create a website 
- Implement basic security when using digital devices and software 
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 EARTH & GEO SCIENCE 
Type of Course Full Year 
Mode of Instruction class-based eCourse; Te 
Kura kaiako & KingsGate eTutor 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course requirement Self-management and 
proven success with eTeaching courses 

Recommended Prior Learning NCEA 1 
Science, PESS, ChemBio, Physical 
Geography standards or equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Geography, Earth & Geo Science 

Course Statement 
Earth & Geo Science is comprised of Physical Geography and Earth and Space Science 
achievement standards. This Earth & Geo Science Course is the study of Earth science, 
including Earth's systems and human interaction with these. It encompasses the investigation 
of processes and phenomena on Earth, including the atmosphere. Key subjects in Earth 
Science and Geoscience include physical geography, geology, environmental science, and 
astronomy.  
This subject is important for aakonga interested in climate science, physical geography, 
geology, weather, astronomy or with a general interest in understanding our planet. 

What will I learn? 
- A large natural NZ environment, e.g The Southern Alps. Characteristics, elements, formation, 
processes, interaction, and change. Human interaction and perspectives over time.  
- Global Topic: Water, access,: fresh, safe & polluted water, value, distribution 
- Investigate a New Zealand geological process. Its history, internal and external geological 
processes and their interaction. 
- Tectonic plates, rock cycle, volcanoes, earthquakes, glaciation, river & coastal erosion 
- Extremophiles and how these organisms have adapted to survive in extreme environments 
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HOME & NUTRITION 
Type of Course Full Year 
Mode of Instruction class-based eCourse; Te 
Kura kaiako & KingsGate eTutor 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course requirement Self-management and 
proven success with eTeaching courses 

Recommended Prior Learning Level 5 Food 
Technology or equivalent 
- NCEA 1 Health or equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Internal Achievement and Unit Standards 
- Course Endorsement negotiable 

At KingsGate, this course leads to Hospitality, NCEA 3 Health and/or Home Economics 
Achievement Standards.  This course comprises unit and internal Achievement Standards that 
contribute to the overall NCEA certificate endorsement. Course Endorsement is available via entry 
in an alternative distance eLearning Home Economics external standard. 

Course Statement 
Home Economics helps aakonga consider the influences on their wellbeing, attitudes, and 
values, and work towards evaluating the health of their community, learning about making 
sustainable, health-enhancing changes for individuals, communities, and society.   
Aakonga will learn about and explore issues related to household food practices and New 
Zealand nutrition. They will develop critical thinking skills and be prepared for further 
pathways in the health, hospitality, and services sectors, as well as for interacting with and 
understanding a range of social situations and perspectives.  

What will I learn? 
- Consumer Buying Power: Purchasing needs and wants, payment options, rights and 
responsibilities  
- Sustainable Food Practices: Exploring, investigating, researching and evaluating the social, 
economic and environmental implications of a sustainable food practice in your local area. 
Ideas include food banks, community gardens, food preservation, fishing/hunting, 
beekeeping, raising chickens, managing food costs, utilising seasonal foods, and reducing 
food waste. 
- NZ Nutritional Issues: examining, explaining and challenging beliefs, attitudes and practices. 
Topics include underconsumption of fruits and vegetables, poor breakfast choices, 
overconsumption of sugary drinks, and a decline in cooking skills. 
- Rented accommodation: describe needs and options when finding a place to live, a home 
and flatting. 
- Household conversation strategies: Topics include household conservation smart 
strategies in relation to energy consumption and appliances, cooking and food waste and 
non-food consumables (the three R’s!) 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
Type of Course Semester or Full Year 
Mode of Instruction class-based eCourse; Te 
Kura kaiako & KingsGate eTutor 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course requirement Self-management and 
proven success with eTeaching courses 

Recommended Prior Learning NZ 
Curriculum Level 5 Social Studies 
- NCEA 1 Legal Studies or equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Unit Standards 
- Entry in NCEA 1 Unit Standards negotiable 

This course leads to NCEA 3 Legal Studies, Social Sciences, Commerce and Geography. 
Legal Studies is NOT an NCEA NZQA University Entrance Subject, but can contribute to overall 
NCEA certificate endorsement. 

Course Statement 
Legal Studies covers a range of topics, aiming to provide an understanding of the role of law in 
society and the basic processes and principles of the New Zealand legal system. Legal 
Studies explores and evaluates the ability of the legal system to provide just outcomes for all 
individuals and groups, giving aakonga a better understanding of their legal rights and 
responsibilities. Aakonga will develop an appreciation of how the legal system impacts their 
lives and how they can influence and change it.  

What will I learn? 
- Explore law as an integral aspect of society, including concepts of democracy and 
government. 
- Understand the law-making process and how laws are made, developed, and applied in 
everyday life. 
- Demonstrate understanding of the characteristics of effective laws and New Zealand’s court 
system. 
- Understand how New Zealanders vote for an MMP government. 
- Explore legal rights, responsibilities, the rule of law, separation of powers, and civil liberties. 
- Evaluate the legal system's ability to provide justice for all, e.g. coercive power and 
impartiality. 
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MEDIA STUDIES 
Type of Course Full Year 
Mode of Instruction class-based eCourse; Te Kura kaiako 
& KingsGate eTutor 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course requirement Self-management and proven 
success with eTeaching courses 

Course Requirements NCEA 1 
English, Social Sciences or 
equivalent 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA 3 Media Studies,English, History and Religious 
Studies 

Course Statement 
In Media Studies, aakonga learn various journalism, close reading and analytical skills. 
Aakonga can create their own media product through studies in representation, genre, and 
narrative. With guidance, Media Studies enables aakonga to unpack these ideas through a 
Christian lens, be more media aware - a vital skill in today’s society. 

What will I learn? 
Aspects of the media, including film, print, social networks and the internet. 
- different techniques that are used to create a narrative in films and how they are used in films 
to further the overall story, e.g. characterisation and conflict in the films Boy and Whale Rider   
- understanding of a media genre and its specific features, e.g. teen films study with the films 
Rebel without a Cause, Grease, The Breakfast Club, Clueless. 
- understanding of representation of particular groups in the media and how this 
communicates messages and values in society 
- Different techniques and conventions for writing developed media texts and feature articles 
for specific target audiences. Learn about the different techniques that are used to create 
feature articles.  
- conventions and techniques used to plan, design, create and complete a magazine spread. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Type of Course Full Year 
Mode of Instruction 
class-based eCourse; Te 
Kura kaiako & KingsGate 
eTutor 
Assessment Provider Te 
Kura 

Required Prior Learning NCEA 1  Social Sciences subjects or 
equivalent 
Course requirement  
Self-management and proven success with eLearning 
Assessment Information 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA 3 Geography, History, Classical Studies, Media 
Studies, and Social Sciences 

Course Statement 
NCEA 2 Social Sciences offers the a combination of History and Geography Achievement 
Standards  
Geography explores the relationships and connections between people and te taiao, the 
interconnected domain of land, water, weather, and life. Aakonga learn to think spatially and 
use maps, visual images, and new technologies to obtain, present and analyse information. 
Geography can be studied at the tertiary level as a science or a humanities subject. It leads to 
a wide variety of careers in environmental and urban planning, as well as the public sector. 
History is the study of the narratives of people, places and events that have shaped the world 
we live in today. Studying History supports you to develop key skills for the modern world: 
finding accurate information through research, evaluating the validity and authenticity of that 
information, and writing reports based on evidence. It teaches how to distinguish fact from 
opinion. Studying history develops the soft skills of empathy and evaluation. It gives us insights 
into the motivations and perspectives of people, supporting the real-world skills of 
decision-making and mahitahi. 

What will I learn? 
- Geography introduction and the forces that shaped the modern world 
- Geographic Issues - perspectives, viewpoints, strengths/weaknesses, recommendations  
- Geographic Research Inquiry 
- Origins of World War One 
- Women, Family and Work in New Zealand 1880–1960 
Choice of additional external assessment for Course Endorsement: 
- Geographic understanding of differences in development  
- Causes and Consequences of a significant historical event or how this affected NZ society  
The following Geography learning is available in Semester A of the Earth & Geo Science Course: 
- A large natural NZ environment, e.g The Southern Alps. Characteristics, elements, formation, processes, interaction, 
and change. Human interaction and perspectives over time  
- Global Topic: Water, access: fresh, safe & polluted water, value, distribution 
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WORK, STUDY & INDUSTRY PATHWAYS 
Type of Course Semester or Full Year 
Mode of Instruction class-based eCourse; 
Te Kura kaiako & KingsGate eTutor 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course requirement Self-management and 
proven success with eTeaching courses 

Recommended Prior Learning Part-time or 
voluntary work placement  or work experience 
may be necessary for some unit standards  
This course is assessed using 
- Unit Standards 
- Entry in NCEA 1 Unit Standards negotiable 

This course leads to preparation for work life and tertiary studies 
Pathways is a combination of unit standards and is not an NCEA NZQA University Entrance 
Subject, but it can contribute to the overall NCEA certificate endorsement. 

Course Statement 
Work, Study and Industry Pathways Education Level 2 provides learning opportunities to 
develop the foundational skills and knowledge required to transition successfully between 
school and work, be prepared for further education and move into paid employment or work 
in the voluntary sector. 

What will I learn? 
- develop skills and knowledge for getting ready for work and the workplace.  
- the skills required to get ready for the workplace, health and safety, employee skills, 
workplace diversity, 
- personal budgeting and finance management, understanding receipts, invoices, and 
workplace calculations 
- the skills to move successfully between school and further education, future planning, and 
rented accommodation 
- produce a targeted CV,  interview skills, and filling out complex forms  
- self-management skills, including anger management, time management, employment 
rights, and teamwork communication. 
- career options, job search, barista skills,  
- recognition of learning to drive with your own Class 1 NZ learner driver licence and restricted 
licence, and knowledge of traffic law, 
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ACCOUNTING 
Type of Course Full 
Year 
Mode of Instruction 
distance eLearning; Te 
Kura kaiako 
Assessment Provider 
Te Kura 

Recommended Prior Learning 
NCEA 1 Commerce and Mathematics 
Course Requirement 
Strong self-management and proven success with eLearning 
This course is assessed using 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this full course leads to NCEA Level 3 Accounting 

Course Statement 

Accounting builds on the knowledge of Commerce already gained in Level 1. It is fundamental 
for both business and everyday life. Aakonga gain financial literacy and the tools to make 
real-life financial decisions in a changing and uncertain world. One of the vital skills aakonga 
learn is how to prepare and communicate financial information to a wide range of people. 
Further study can lead to a career in accounting in a wide range of diverse businesses 
worldwide. With a business or commerce degree, you can keep your options wide open. 

What will I learn? 

- a strong focus on accounting for sole traders  
- learn concepts for running a business 
- gain further knowledge, skills and experience needed to manage a small business, 
- basics of managing inventory and accounts receivable processes.  
- process and interpret financial transactions and report on this financial information. 
- introduction to the accounting software MYOB. 
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DESIGN 
Type of Course Semester 
Mode of Instruction distance eLearning; 
Te Kura kaiako 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course Requirement Strong 
self-management and proven success 
with eLearning 

Recommended Prior Learning 
- Level 5 Visual Art  
- Experience with and motivation for art and 
design 
- NCEA 1 Art Course or equivalent 
This course is assessed using 
- Two internal Design Achievement Standards 

This course leads to NCEA Level 3 Design  

Course Statement 
Visual arts is a subject that allows aakonga to express and develop their creativity, while 
developing their knowledge and skills. aakonga create their own artworks while learning 
about the work of other artists and the cultural and social contexts that these artworks reflect. 
Aakonga can study visual arts to gain NCEA certificate credits, qualifications or to explore their 
interest in art. 

What will I learn? 
From a foundation of NCEA Level 1 Visual Arts, aakonga continue to critically develop ideas 
and creative approaches to making artworks.  
 
Aakonga can undertake two internal standards in Design:  

-​ Use drawing methods to apply knowledge of conventions appropriate to design 
-​ Develop ideas in a related series of drawings appropriate to established design practice 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1st  edition: 2025 



 

DESIGN AND VISUAL COMMUNICATION 
Type of Course Full Year 
Mode of Instruction distance eLearning; Te Kura 
kaiako 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course Requirement Strong self-management and 
proven success with eLearning 

Recommended Prior Learning 
NCEA 1 DVC or equivalent 
This course is assessed using 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 
- Entry in NCEA 1 DVC negotiable 

At KingsGate, this full course leads to NCEA Level 3 eLearning Design and Visual 
Communication. 

Course Statement 

Design and Visual Communication, also known as Graphics, is for aakonga interested in design 
and drawing. Aakonga develop visual communication skills and design thinking to explore and 
solve design problems. Aakonga develop skills in sketching, rendering, drawing, and 
modelling to explore, communicate and present their ideas. Aakonga are encouraged to 
generate creative and innovative solutions to solve design problems set in authentic contexts, 
which can be customised to suit their interests. 

What will I learn? 

NCEA 2 DVC continues to develop the skills and techniques of design. 
- explore a design movement of their choice and then embed its influence into their own 
conceptual design.  
- explore practices specific to product and spatial designers through two major design 
projects 
- advance technical skills by examining solutions to design problems in greater depth.  
- optional topic: creating a presentation of one of their projects or completing a set of working 
drawings for one project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st  edition: 2025 



 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES  
Type of Course Full 
Year 
Mode of Instruction 
distance eLearning; Te 
Kura kaiako 
Assessment Provider 
Te Kura 

Recommended Prior Learning 
-  NCEA 1 Digital Technologies or equivalent 
- Strong self-management and proven success with eLearning 
This course is assessed using 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 
- Entry in NCEA 1 Digital Technologies negotiable 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Digital Technology 

Course Statement 
Digital Technology aakonga learn to effectively find, create, communicate and use information 
in a digital context. Aakonga are also provided with an excellent introduction to the world of 
information and communication technology. They will develop computational thinking skills 
and the ability to apply concepts to the design and development of digital outcomes. Aakonga 
will become informed users and innovative creators of technology. 

What will I learn? 
This online Level 2 course offers aakonga the opportunity to further explore programming, 
web design and other topics studied in Digital Technology NCEA Level 1. Digital Technologies 
focuses on building aakonga capability to apply technological ideas within a digital 
environment. It is a broad subject that encompasses many domains, including software 
programming, online environments, embedded systems, digital information systems, and 
digital media.  
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LANGUAGES  
Chinese, German, French, Japanese, 

Samoan, Spanish, Te Reo Māori  
Type of Course Semester or Full 
Year 
Mode of Instruction distance 
eLearning; Te Kura kaiako 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course Requirement Strong 
self-management and proven 
success with eLearning 

Course Requirements  
- NCEA 1 specific language course or equivalent 
- Strong self-management and proven success with 
eLearning 
This course is assessed using 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 
- Entry in NCEA 1 Language negotiable 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Language courses. 

CHINESE - Course Statement & Learning 
 

CHINESE is one of the oldest living languages and is also a major world language spoken 
across the globe by over one billion people. As the New Zealand population diversifies, 
Chinese is becoming a major language in this country while remaining highly important for 
trade and tourism. For some aakonga, the history and very look of its written characters are 
fascinating, while for others it is a chance to stay in touch with their own family background. 
This subject focuses on both spoken and written modern standard Chinese (Mandarin), which 
is used throughout China, Singapore and Taiwan. It also explores the culture of 
Chinese-speaking countries. 
NCEA 2 builds on the language already mastered in Level 1. Aakonga continue to develop 
general listening and speaking skills and expand their ability to read and write simplified 
characters. Over the year, ākonga learn how to communicate information about themselves 
and their friends, their home country and future plans, as well as how to write a CV. As with 
previous courses, a focus on Chinese culture is emphasised, and issues surrounding living in a 
foreign country and their customs and behaviour are covered. 
 

FRENCH - Course Statement & Learning 
 

FRENCH introduces you not only to a new language but to a culture and society as well. 
Languages can bring people together, and French is widely used for communicating in many 
parts of the world, including our Pacific neighbours, New Caledonia and French Polynesia. 
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People who know French can share in the rich traditions and history of France, a country that 
continues to fascinate the rest of the world, be it on the rugby field, in the arts, or in its culinary 
reputation. The ability to speak French can help with travel, business and political interactions 
around the world. 
NCEA 2 offers further development in the skills of reading, speaking, writing and listening as 
well as building on aakonga intercultural awareness, enabling them to become increasingly 
competent in French-speaking situations. Themes include France and Europe, fashion, health, 
technology and the future, French–New Zealand links and travelling in France and 
French-speaking countries. 
Taking advantage of technology to communicate in real time, aakonga are encouraged to 
interact regularly with their kaiako to hone their conversational skills, build their confidence 
and develop a range of language that will enable them to manage in a variety of situations. 
 

GERMAN - Course Statement & Learning 
 

GERMAN is closely related to English and is more similar to it than to any other language. 
Germany is a country with a long and rich heritage and is the geographic and cultural centre 
of Europe. There are 100 million German speakers throughout Europe, from Austria to 
Switzerland, and it is also a popular language in New Zealand. There are numerous close links 
between New Zealand and Germany through trade, tourism and exchanges, which makes 
knowledge of the German language and people an incredibly useful skill across many areas. 
NCEA 2 aakonga consolidate and extend their German NCEA 1 language skills and further 
develop their understanding of life in Germany. There is an emphasis on advancing aakonga 
ability to communicate verbally and through writing, and aakonga extensively build on their 
vocabulary and grammar. Topics explored are theme based and focus on everyday situations, 
including aspects relating to social and school life and looking at the environment, youth and 
future careers. Social and economic relationships between New Zealand and Germany are 
discussed alongside a broader investigation into cultural issues where aakonga learn about 
Berlin, Germany’s multi-cultural population and other German-speaking nations. 
 

JAPANESE - Course Statement & Learning 
 

JAPANESE gives aakonga the chance to communicate in a different language, and to gain an 
appreciation of a fascinating culture. Aakonga develop their speaking and listening skills, as 
well as reading and using the unique kanji writing system, which can be a rewarding and 
enjoyable experience. Aakonga will find knowledge of Japanese very helpful if they are 
planning on travelling to Japan or hosting Japanese visitors. 
NCEA 2 introduces about 75 new kanji characters and further extends the ability to read, write, 
speak and listen in Japanese. Topics covered include: the Japanese school system, land and 
people, leisure, work, family life, travel and tourism, 
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eating and drinking. 
 

SAMOAN - Course Statement & Learning 
 

SAMOAN (Gagana Sāmoa) is spoken by nearly half a million people worldwide, including 85 
thousand people in New Zealand, making it the third most widely spoken language in New 
Zealand (after English and te reo Māori). Whether aakonga are learning Samoan to strengthen 
their identity as Samoan, to communicate with family members, for career enhancement or 
another reason, this subject will provide them with an opportunity to build on prior learning 
and to develop problem-solving, risk-taking and communication skills. 
NCEA 2 Samoan further extends the ability to read, write, speak and listen in Samoan. A range 
of topics is explored through the eyes of two Samoan families, one living in New Zealand and 
the other in Samoa. 
 

SPANISH - Course Statement & Learning 
 
 

SPANISH is the third most widely spoken language and is used by over 500 million people in 
Spain and both North and South America. By studying Spanish, aakonga gain insight into a rich 
history and a variety of cultures and societies that have spanned the globe. Many New 
Zealanders are choosing to learn Spanish for its importance as both a commercial and cultural 
language. 
NCEA 2 aakonga learn how to use Spanish vocabulary, structures and functions to 
communicate a wide range of language for varying situations. Aakonga further their basic 
Spanish skills and are able to talk about a wide range of events, express their opinions, and 
make comparisons and contrasts. In turn, they gain the necessary ability to give instructions 
and make suggestions and expand their knowledge on how to use and distinguish between 
past, present, and future tenses. 
 
 

TE REO MĀORI  - Course Statement & Learning 
 

TE REO MĀORI is one of the official languages of New Zealand and is an integral part of the 
country’s culture. There are numerous reasons to learn Māori, including personal enjoyment or 
career requirements. Whatever the reason may be, learning Māori provides great satisfaction, 
a greater connection with New Zealand and an enhanced understanding of our culture and 
society.  
NCEA 2 offers a range of themes and skills will be practised through listening, speaking, 
reading and writing in Maaori. The following topics will be covered: Ngaa Atua Maaori, Toku 
Ao, He Huihuinga, Ko Te Ao Marama and Tangata Rongonui. 
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KAUPAPA MAAORI  
Type of Course Options 
Semester A and/or B 
Mode of Instruction  distance 
eLearning; Te Kura kaiako 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course Requirement Strong 
self-management and proven 
success with eLearning 

Recommendations/prior learning Interest in Te Reo Maaori 
and Te Ao Maaori  
- Aakonga are encouraged to link with their local area experts, 
online communities and whaanau who have skills and 
experience to guide them through these learning kaupapa. 
This course is assessed using 
 - Unit Standards 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Kaupapa Maaori. 

Course Statement 
Kaupapa Maaori is a learning area rich in Te Ao Maaori skills, knowledge and topics. There is a 
wide variety of kaupapa to explore and engage with, and ample opportunities to connect learning 
from a Maaori context to other NCEA subjects. 

What will I learn? 
Maaori Performing Arts: where identity and culture are shared through the creation and 
performance of waiata, dance and movement. This subfield explores how to perform moteatea, 
waiata-a-ringa, haka, poi and contemporary Maaori dance.  
Reo Maaori: Te Reo Māori through Kaupapa Maaori is a pathway for learners who are looking to 
express themselves using everyday language constructs. 
Tikanga: Tikanga is all around us every day and influences how we behave in certain situations 
and how we interact with others. It is our connection to the past and the present. 
Whenua: Whenua examines the interconnectedness Maaori have wituuaapapatuanuku through 
the investigation of various species, rakau and the marama. In this subfield, you can explore how 
the whenua is used to sustain life and consider how we could better sustain the whenua. 
Manaaki Marae: Manaaki Marae explores the events that happen at marae. It involves food 
preparation and cooking, as well as the preparation of the wharekai and understanding what 
good hosting entails. This subject can be marae based, or there are possibilities to explore the 
kaupapa in this subject by talking with your kaiako. 
Matauranga Maaori: Matauranga Maaori explores the concepts of understanding and working 
alongside mokopuna (early childhood education). It also involves discovering the foundational 
concepts of Aotearoa, the Declaration of Independence and the Treaty of Waitangi.  
Hauora: Hauora explores two major concepts: personal wellbeing and whaanau (or collective) 
wellbeing. This subfield encourages aakonga to examine the principles of hauora, how these 
relate to whānau wellbeing, and the practical skills needed to help lead a healthier life. 
Environmental Maaori: Environmental Maaori provides the chance to explore the world around 
you and to investigate the importance of the delicate relationship between humans and the Earth. 
In this subfield, you have the opportunity to learn more about native birds, insects, waterways and 
forests. You can explore what it means to be a kaitiaki and how you can play an active role in 
helping your local community. 
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PERFORMING ARTS -  DANCE | MUSIC 
Type of Course 
Semester or Full Year 
Mode of Instruction distance eLearning; Te 
Kura kaiako 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course Requirement Strong 
self-management and proven success with 
eLearning 

Course Requirements At least three years of 
experience is required for Level 2 standards.  
- All aakonga need their own instrument  
- Access to a music and/or dance mentor 
within their own community and whaanau 
support 
This course is assessed using 
- Internal Achievement Standards 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Performing Arts (Dance and Music)  

Course Statement 
 

Dance explores challenges and celebrates practical expressions of self and culture. 
Students|aakonga have the opportunity to develop their practical dance skills, which can 
foster their creative and critical abilities, as well as enjoyment of performance. 
Music is a fundamental form of personal and cultural expression. By making, sharing and 
responding to music, ākonga have opportunities to nurture their own creative potential as well 
as lay a foundation for lifelong enjoyment of and participation in music. 
 

What will I learn? 
 

Dance continues to build on dance making, performance skills and dance research.  
Music continues to build skills in solo and group performance on an instrument or with voice.  
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
Type of Course Semester 
Mode of Instruction distance eLearning; 
Te Kura kaiako 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course Requirement 
Strong self-management and proven 
success with eLearning 

Recommended Prior Learning Level 5 Visual Art 
or equivalent 
- Experience with and motivation for 
photography 
- NCEA 1 Visual Arts or equivalent 
This course is assessed using 
- Internal Achievement Standards 

At KingsGate, this course leads to NCEA Level 3 Photography  

Course Statement 

Photography is part of the Visual Arts, and is a subject that allows aakonga to express and 
develop their creativity, while strengthening their knowledge and skills. Aakonga create their 
own photography artwork while learning about the work of other artists and the cultural and 
social contexts that these artworks reflect. Aakonga can study photography to gain 
qualifications or to explore their interest in art. 

What will I learn? 

- explore aspects of photography, digital photos, and editing 
- how to compose successful photographs,  
- link photography to other forms of art-making,  
- lighting, still life composition, drawing, viewpoints, perspectives 
- drawing methods, processes, techniques and materials related to photography  
- research work by selected artists photography 
- identify the selected artists photography ideas, processes, techniques and materials  
- use these ideas, processes, techniques and materials to inform your own ideas.  
- develop these ideas in a related photographic series 
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PRIMARY PRODUCTION  
Agricultural & Horticultural Science 

Type of Course Semester, Full Year 
Mode of Instruction distance eLearning; Te Kura kaiako 
Assessment Provider Te Kura 
Course requirement  
Self-management and proven success with eLearning 

Recommended prior learning NCEA 
1 Primary Producation or equivalent 
This course is assessed using 
- Achievement Standards 
- Course Endorsement available 

At KingsGate, this full course leads to NCEA 3 Primary Production, Biology, Geography, 
Commerce, Earth Geo Science  

Course Statement 
Agriculture and horticulture are two main parts of New Zealand’s primary industry sector. 
Primary industries form the backbone of many New Zealand communities and are the 
country’s biggest export earner. Primary Production is about producing living things from the 
land and water. This includes producing and rearing large livestock, such as cattle, sheep, 
pigs, and deer, as well as smaller animals, including poultry, bees, and earthworms. Aquatic 
animals, including fish and shellfish, are farmed in New Zealand's freshwater and marine 
environments. Plants are grown in large-scale forests, plantations, vineyards, fields, 
smaller-scale market gardens, and gardens, as well as in landscape design. Through engaging 
in this subject, aakonga will build an understanding of where food products come from and 
what has contributed to their production, helping them become more conscious consumers. 

What will I learn? 
Primary Production covers Level 2 Agriculture and Horticulture Achievement Standards.  
- Aakonga can select only agriculture standards, horticulture standards or a combination of 
both that will fit their interests and needs. 
- Describe and analyse the physical, environmental and biological factors that affect primary 
production. 
- Agriculture topics include: livestock topics related to reproductive technologies, livestock 
behaviour and livestock growth and development. 
- Horticulture topics include: plant propagation, plant management practices, landscaping 
and a practical investigation. 
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New Zealand Qualification Framework - NZQF 
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APPENDIX 1: 
NZCFS Level 1 FAQs 

 

NZCFS 1 Courses 
- Students will complete three tasks from the Work Prep and Goal Setting section 
- Students will complete five tasks from: My Community, Independent Living, Environmentally 
Friendly, Sports, Fitness & Leisure, Cultural Experience, Maori Culture, The Arts, Digital 
Technology or Numeracy 
- Students will complete TWO interest modules. 
- The main focus is to provide the opportunity to develop competencies needed for lifelong 
learning. 

Where does NZCFS 1 take you?  
GRADUATE PROFILE 
Graduates of this qualification will be able to: 
- Identify and develop self-management and resilience strategies to organise personal life, 
maintain well-being and continue learning. 
- Interact appropriately with people from their own and other cultures, individually and in group 
environments, including work and community. 
- Apply basic skills in literacy and numeracy and digital technology, as well as a range of other 
literacies, in structured and familiar contexts. 
- Identify leadership qualities, and reflect on how these relate to their own strengths, personal 
goals and future pathways. ​
EDUCATION PATHWAY 
This qualification leads to: 
- New Zealand Certificate in Foundation Skills - NZCFS Level 2 
- National Certificate of Educational Achievement - NCEA Level 2 
- Further study or training at New Zealand Qualifications Framework Level 2 and above. 
EMPLOYMENT PATHWAY 
Graduates of this qualification will be able to participate effectively in their whaanau and/or 
wider community, and work in structured entry-level roles, with embedded training and 
support.  
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Appendix 2: NCEA FAQs 
 

NCEA Courses 
- Schools can design NCEA courses to reflect the learning needs of their aakonga|students. 
They can contain standards from one or more NCEA subject lines and/or NZQA unit standards. 
- NCEA Certificate completion can continue into the following academic year 
- Course length can be short, one or two semesters  
- Course endorsement is achieved in one full academic year, and typically requires internal and 
external achievement standards. 
- Courses run from February to November. Over two full semesters, with term four allocated for 
external exam preparation and study leave. 
- Each week of term, every course is allocated four hours of on-site face-to-face class learning. 
- In addition to four hours per week per course, personal out-of-class timetable study is 
required to meet the needs of NCEA assessments.  
- Personal study can include personal study at school, catching up on missed work or 
assessments, working on coursework, completing assignments and assessments, revision, and 
off-site study leave. 
- Involves supervised learning from home, on-site or off-site study leave and internal and 
external assessments. 
- NZQA assessments occur throughout the year.  
- External assessments include portfolio submissions and on or off-site NZQA exam centre 
locations (e.g.KingsGate School, Pukekohe High School). 

Where does NCEA 2 take you?  
EDUCATION PATHWAY 
This qualification leads to: 
- National Certificate of Educational Achievement - NCEA Level 3 
- Further study or training at the New Zealand Qualifications Framework Level 3 and above. 
EMPLOYMENT PATHWAY 

For further information about where each NCEA subject leads, please view the Where to? 
Posters at the end of this book; click on this link: Ki hea rā? | Where to? Posters or type this URL 

address into your search bar:  
https://www.careers.govt.nz/resources/tools-and-activities/where-to-ki-hea-ra-posters/  
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KINGSGATE NCEA SUBJECT PATHWAYS 
NCEA Level 1 NCEA Level 2  NCEA Level 3 University 

Entrance Pathways 

Agricultural & 
Horticultural Science 

Agricultural & 
Horticultural Science 

Agricultural & 
Horticultural Science ☑ Agricultural & Horticultural 

Science 

 Art History Art History ☑ Art History 

Commerce 

Accounting Accounting ☑ Accounting 

Business Studies  ☑ Business Studies 

Economics Economics ☑ Economics 

Dance Dance Dance ☑ Dance 

Design & Visual 
Communication 

Design & Visual 
Communication 

Design & Visual 
Communication ☑ Design & Visual 

Communication 

Digital Technology Digital Technology Digital Technology ☑ Digital Technologies 

English English English ☑ English 

French French French ☑ Languages 

Geography Geography Geography ☑ Social Sciences 

Health Studies | 
Pregnancy & Childcare 

Health Health ☑ 
Health 

Home Economics Home Economics ☑ 

History History History ☑ History 

Japanese Japanese Japanese ☑ Languages 

Legal Studies Legal Studies Legal Studies no unit standards only 

Mathematics & Statistics Mathematics & Statistics Mathematics & Statistics ☑ Mathematics & Statistics 

 Media Studies Media Studies ☑ Social Sciences 

Biology 
Chemistry 

Science 

Biology Biology ☑ Biology 

Chemistry Chemistry ☑ Chemistry 

Physics Physics ☑ Physics 

Pathways Education Pathways Education   no unit standards  

 Physics, Earth & Space Science Earth & Space Science  ☑ Earth & Space Science 

Religious Studies Religious Studies Religious Studies ☑ Religious Studies 

Social Studies   ☑ Social Sciences 

 Classical Studies Classical Studies ☑ Classical Studies 

Samoan Samoan Samoan ☑ Languages 

Spanish Spanish Spanish ☑ Languages 

Te Reo Maaori Te Reo Maaori Te Reo Maaori ☑ Te Reo Māori 

 Painting | Photography | 
Design 

Painting| Photography | 
Design | Sculpture | 

Printmaking 
☑ Visual Arts 
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Appendix 3:  
NCEA Teaching & Assessment @ KingsGate 

 

MODE OF INSTRUCTION: class-based teacher 
ASSESSMENT PROVIDER: KingsGate School 

The KingsGate teachers and faculties have planned the course content, ensuring that 
single-teacher courses can reflect Te Kura assessment standards if required (in the event of 
unplanned teacher absence). The KingsGate New Zealand registered teacher is trained and 
qualified to teach their subject (often with tertiary study beyond the taught level). 
Class-based subject teachers provide on-site learning, and they are the primary contact point 
for all aakonga|student needs relevant to the specific course. 
    KingsGate plans the course, assesses and moderates assessments, grades submissions, 
ensures authenticity, and organises standards entries and assessments in accordance with 
NZQA requirements.  
 
Suits aakonga who: 
●​ Benefit from structured, class-based learning with consistent in-person support from a 

subject specialist. 
●​ Need consistency and reliability, including continuity during teacher absence. 
●​ Appreciate expert guidance and want on-site teachers with in-depth subject knowledge. 
●​ Prefer courses with clear authenticity requirements, firm submission dates, and internal 

and external assessments spaced across the school year. 
●​ Prefer school-led planning for course content, internal assessments, and external exam 

logistics. 
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MODE OF INSTRUCTION: class-based teacher,  eTeaching  
ASSESSMENT PROVIDER: Te Aho o Te Kura Pounamu  

When the course is identified as class-based eTeaching with Te Kura as the assessment 
provider, and the KingsGate eTeacher teaches the Te Kura content.  
   The KingsGate eTeache coordinates Te Kura assessments, plans timelines, mentors 
aakonga, monitors Te Kura feedback, unpacks conditions of assessment and supports 
submissions. They ensure that aakonga|students communicate with their Te Kura 
kaiako|teacher, are the primary contact point for immediate aakonga course needs, and also 
liaise with the Te Kura kaiako. 
    Te Kura arranges course content, assesses the course, and aakonga are dual enrolled with 
Te Kura and KingsGate. A New Zealand registered subject, Te Kura kaiako, and their learning 
department plan the course overview, content, and tasks. They assess, moderate and award 
grades. KingsGate collaborates with Te Kura to ensure authenticity and reports grades 
awarded by Te Kura to NZQA. 
 
Suits aakonga who: 

●​ Want a dedicated class-based teacher for teaching and mentoring. 
●​ Are self-motivated and comfortable with dual support from Te Kura and KingsGate. 
●​ Thrive with ongoing monitoring, feedback and progress check-ins. 
●​ Benefit from both KingsGate and Te Kura teacher guidance in a structured classroom 

setting. KingsGate sets course timelines and submission dates; Te Kura sets final 
assessment submission deadlines that must be adhered to.  
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MODE OF INSTRUCTION: class-based eCourses  
with Te Kura kaiako eLearning & 

KingsGate eTutor support and guidance 
ASSESSMENT PROVIDER: Te Aho o Te Kura Pounamu  

To offer subject variety, the KingsGate Senior High eLearning Hub has been established to 
provide NCEA opportunities for small cohorts. These eCourses will transition to class-based 
eTeaching as enrolments and funding increase.  
    All planning, teaching, and assessment are organised and delivered by a Te Kura kaiako. 
These KingsGate eCourses are coordinated and supervised by NCEA teachers who are 
qualified and trained in the same NCEA subjects.  
    For class-based eCourses, students attend the eLearning Hub, where eTutors provide 
guidance and facilitate aakonga learning using Te Kura materials and assessments.  
The eLearning Hub provides a natural transition from class-based, directed learning to 
independent, self-directed tertiary studies and eLearning skills. Aakonga attend their four 
hours per week in the eLearning Hub. eTutors are responsible for coordinating aakonga 
engagement in the eCourse, meeting with their group at least once a week.  
   KingsGate eTutors advise on module timeframes, guide study, set the pace, mentor 
aakonga, support them to act on Te Kura feedback, unpack assessment requirements, and 
monitor submissions. The Te Kura kaiako is the primary contact point for immediate aakonga 
course needs, and the eTutor ensures aakonga communicate with their Te Kura kaiako.  
    A New Zealand-registered Te Kura subject kaiako, along with their learning department, 
plans the course overview, direction, content, and assessment. Te Kura marks, moderates, 
and awards grades. KingsGate collaborates with Te Kura to ensure authenticity and reports 
grades awarded by Te Kura to NZQA. 
 
Suits aakonga who: 

●​ Are ready to try independent, flexible eLearning in a supervised group setting. 
●​ Require mentoring and regular check-ins to understand expectations and next steps. 
●​ Benefit from access to an on-site qualified subject teacher for in-person clarification. 
●​ Are comfortable with dual support and value both Te Kura assessor feedback and 

on-site explanation by KingsGate eTutors. 
●​ Welcome check-ins, and can self-manage their workload and timelines. 
●​ Value KingsGate setting course timelines and submission dates, and can meet Te 

Kura’s final assessment submission deadlines. 
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MODE OF INSTRUCTION: distance eLearning  
ASSESSMENT PROVIDER: Te Aho o Te Kura Pounamu 

Distance eLearners access NCEA courses on Te Kura. Te Kura is the assessment provider, and 
a Te Kura kaiako teaches the learner. These distance eLearning courses will transition to 
eCourses and later to class-based eTeaching as staffing, enrolments and funding increase.  
    Distance eLearning aakonga independently follow all learning content on their Te Kura 
course landing page, including learning materials and assessments. They are expected to 
have the necessary correspondence and distance learning skills to self-direct their learning 
(see ‘self-directed distance learning’ page). Distance eLearners are self-managing and 
possess the necessary skills to identify their learning needs and initiate support. They liaise 
with their Te Kura kaiako and seek on-site support with eTutors or eCoordinators when 
required. 
    Distance eLearners primarily communicate with their Te Kura kaiako and meet with a 
KingsGate eTutor or the eCoordinator when required. The eCoordinator has expertise in the Te 
Kura platform, is familiar with the overall course structure and content, and has ready access 
to reports, assessment results and feedback via the provider systems. 
    Distance Learning courses are timetabled to four hours per week per course, and aakonga 
work independently in a subject classroom with their year group. As appropriate, distance 
eLearners will work independently in the Student Learning Hub rooms, the school library, or 
negotiate off-site study arrangements. 
 
Suits aakonga who: 

●​ Can manage their time effectively and take initiative without constant supervision. 
●​ Can communicate directly with their Te Kura kaiako and seek KingsGate eLearning 

support. 
●​ Independently plan their workload, meet deadlines, and balance supervised learning 

with independent study. 
●​ Are proficient with Te Kura systems, can access materials, submit assessments, and 

track their progress. 
●​ Collaborate and work alongside peers studying Te Kura modules while staying 

focused on personal progress. 
●​ Manage on-site study or negotiated off-site study with school staff. 
●​ Handle the responsibility of self-directed study and make informed decisions, 

including the ability to seek support when needed. 
●​ Value feedback and periodic check-ins with a KingsGate eTutor or eCoordinator, and 

can reflect on their progress and assessments. 
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TE AHO O TE KURA PONAMU 
eTeaching, eLearning & assessment  

Te Kura is a state school and provides distance learning options for many New Zealand 
secondary state schools. At KingsGate, Te Kura is available through the Te Aho o Te Kura 
Pounamu Dual Tuition policy, including NCEA courses. It allows KingsGate High School to 
offer a broader range of courses and subjects, supporting the development of independent 
study and distance learning skills.  
 
Common reasons secondary schools use Te Kura:  
- Like all state and state-integrated schools, the number of enrolled aakonga|students 
determines government teacher funding at KingsGate. Staffing is tied to the school roll, and 
budgets are limited. 
- At the High School level, student demand for courses far surpasses the government-funded 
staffing entitlements. Consequently, Te Kura is available to support schools with managing 
subject breadth within government-allocated staffing entitlements. 
- Te Kura provides schools with continuity in NCEA standards when a single-subject teacher is 
unavailable. This ensures that if a qualified single-subject KingsGate teacher takes an 
unplanned absence, the course can continue via Te Kura. This alignment with Te Kura creates 
a backup option and helps maintain course delivery and assessment without withdrawing 
students from the standards. 
- As a state-integrated school with a special character, KingsGate employs teachers who 
uphold that character. Additionally, a reliable supply of subject course teachers is a genuine 
concern for all schools. There is always the possibility that a single-subject teacher may leave, 
a vacancy may not be filled, or fewer qualified Special Character teachers are available. 
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APPENDIX 4: 
Distance eLearning Applicant Information 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

To be eligible for distance eLearning, aakonga|students must have established distance 
learning skills, including: 
- demonstrate consistent self-motivation, engagement, and achievement 
- independently monitor their course requirements  
- meet with and seek support from their Te Kura kaiako, eTutor, or eCoordinator 
- manage their time and consistently submit work 
- independently respond to feedback and resubmit work 
- have proven independent study skills and a history of personal responsibility 

COURSES 

●​ Distance eLearning courses are designed to complement class-based courses offered 
at school and align with teacher expertise.  

●​ Te Kura distance eLearning courses are offered to complement KingsGate course 
availability, staff expertise, government funding, and aakonga consultation.  

●​ Aakonga must select a KingsGate option course or eCourse; alternatively, they may 
apply for a distance eLearning course, subject to approval. 

ASSESSMENT 

●​ Distance eLearning assessment is only available if the same standard is not taught or 
assessed by KingsGate. 

●​ Completion of Te Kura eLearning assessment standards is required, and aakonga must 
submit work regularly via Te Kura dropboxes.  

●​ KingsGate staff work with aakonga to plan their distance eLearning, with support from 
whaanau and consistent student commitment.  

●​ This structure and information apply to all Te Kura eLearning courses. 
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